Friends assembling in the ‘big top’ specially erected for Britain Yearly Meeting Gathering, the annual meeting of
British Friends, held in August 2014 at the University of Bath and attended by some 2000 Friends of all ages.
Photographs by Trish Carn courtesy of The Friend.

Advices and Queries 27, 1994

‘Live adventurously. When choices arise , do you take the
way that offers the fullest opportunity for the use of your
gifts in the service of God and the community?’

Library of the Society of Friends in London
provided additional images and information.

Other material, including the Quaker
Tapestry panels, has been loaned by the
Quaker Tapestry Museum in Kendal. The

Beverley Quakers who undertook research
and loaned photographs and objects.

This exhibition is a partnership project
between East Riding Museum Service and

and Rowntrees of York. Often at odds with
the authorities, their quiet, independent
faith has led them to work valiantly for a
peaceful and just society that values ‘that
of God in everyone’.

Historically excluded from university
education and the professions, Quakers
founded well-known local industries such
as Reckitts and Priestmans, both of Hull,

are willing to let it in. Quaker worship
was, and is, based on silent ‘waiting in
the Spirit’.

Quakers have been in Beverley ever
since, worshipping in homes and meeting
houses. Their conviction is that divine
insight is available to each one of us if we

The people he would convince through his words and actions called themselves ‘Friends
in the Truth’ but soon became known as ‘Quakers’.

One Sunday in 1651 a mysterious man, clad in leather, walked into Beverley Minster during
a service and ‘declared truth to the priest and people there’. That man was George Fox.

The Remarkable Story of Quakers
in Beverley and Beyond

Live Adventurously:

Beginnings
Who are the Quakers?

‘Quakers’ or simply ‘Friends’ are informal names
for members of the Religious Society of Friends.
‘Quaker’ was a derogatory nickname given to
the early members of the Society of Friends as
they trembled or ‘quaked’ in the revelation of
the ‘Truth’ in their silent meetings for worship.

George Fox
George Fox is regarded as the Religious Society of Friends’ founder. Born in 1624
in Leicestershire, he travelled the country as a young man seeking answers to his
spiritual questions. Finding churchmen unable to help him, he eventually experienced
a transforming insight, that “...there is one, even Christ Jesus, that can speak to thy
condition”. His convincement was that each individual is able to relate directly to
God so there was no need for priests, or for specially consecrated churches, which
he called steeplehouses. Fox travelled widely, speaking in churches and meeting
groups of ‘seekers’ who were looking for a freer way of practising their Christian
faith. Fox recorded details of his travels in his journal.

Fox’s visit to Beverley
The mid seventeenth century was a time of turmoil. Following an outbreak of
plague, travel was restricted but in 1651, only two years after the emergence of
Oliver Cromwell’s ‘Commonwealth’, Fox came to Beverley and ‘declared truth to
the priest and people’ in the Minster.
Beverley is notable in receiving him relatively sympathetically. He was not turned
out of its churches as he had been in some areas. Joseph Wilson, the vicar of
St Mary’s, was amongst those interested in what he had to say, and he was warmly
supported by the local magistrate, Justice Hotham.

These humorous contemporary
drawings by Geoffrey Makins tell
the story of George Fox’s journey
around East Yorkshire in 1651.

George Fox.
Image courtesy of Library
of the Society of Friends,

‘Our life is love ,
and peace , and tenderness...’
Isaac Penington, 1667, Quaker Faith and Practice 10.01

Hard Times
Sufferings of the early Friends

After George Fox’s visit, a small group of Quakers began meeting in their houses in
Beverley. Nonconformist worship was illegal, and even by simply meeting they risked
persecution. Furthermore, their beliefs led them to refuse to pay tithes or attend
church. Many were assaulted and derided, and when brought before the justices
had their goods and homes taken from them or suffered long spells in prison, with
some dying there.
Some of those who became leaders among the small groups that gathered in
this area were William Dewsbury (Tickhill near Doncaster), Richard Farnsworth
(Allerthorpe), John Whitehead (Owstwick) and Robert Fowler (Bridlington). In 1661
Elizabeth Dawson, Elizabeth Brown, Jeremy Burton and Christopher Wetherill were
imprisoned for a religious meeting at Thomas Hutchinson’s house in Beverley.
The passing of the Toleration Act in 1689, after years of lobbying, saw 15,000
Quakers released from prison.

Quakers have always kept detailed records. The documents of local Quakers,
many of which are held with East Riding Archives and Local Studies, reveal
a story of courage, conviction and determination.

The Owstwick Monthly Meeting book includes many references to the
refusal to pay tithes and ‘steeplehouse taxes’, such as this entry relating to
Peter Johnson of Eastend Meeting.

George Hartas and his family
George Hartas of Ulrome in the East Riding was imprisoned in York Castle in 1660
for meeting with others in worship, released briefly, then imprisoned again. In 1669,
weak from his long imprisonment, he was permitted home to see his wife and
children. Taken ill there, he died. Shortly after, bailiffs took away his wife, though
sick and in bed, carrying her thirty miles, leaving behind ten parentless children.

A new life?

East Riding Archives and Local Studies, Owstwick Monthly Meeting, DDQR/18, page 148

Ever since the Lord opened the eye of my understanding I have had a deep sense
of God upon my Spirit to bear a Zealous & faithfull Testimony for God in my age &
day against that Antichristian & false church & priesthood which God in his mercy
hath brought me from & hath given me a Testimony to bear for his name & Truth
against Tythes, priest wages & steeple-house-taxes & all other things which tend
to uphold such an Antichristian Priesthood which works if it were possible to stop
yea to destroy the Appearance of God in his children.

Persecution and a mission to spread the word led 23,000 Quakers, mostly from
Yorkshire and other northern counties, to emigrate to north America. However,
they suffered even harsher intolerance there. The first five Quakers who arrived
in the ship Speedwell in 1656 included John Copeland of Lockington, near Driffield,
aged 28. Richard Fowler left Bridlington Quay in his small ship Woodhouse in
1657, surviving the dangerous voyage to land in New Amsterdam (today New
York). In Boston, America, three Friends were condemned to death. Others were
whipped from town to town, and John Copeland had his ear cut off while in prison.
In other parts of New England the emigrants and newly-convinced Friends found
more tolerance and Quaker communities began to thrive.

When Friends, unwilling or unable to pay fines, had their goods taken from
them, these were recorded by their Meeting.

Voyage of the Speedwell by Robert Walter Weir,
painted in 1837.

The Boston Martyrs is the name that has come to
be associated with three English Quakers, Mary
Dyer, Marmaduke Stephenson and William Robinson.
Persecuted due to their faith, they travelled to America
but were condemned to death by hanging by the
Massachusetts Bay Colony in the 1660s. This illustration
depicts Mary being led to her execution.

East Riding Archives and Local Studies, Kelk Monthly Meeting Sufferings Book, DDQR/16

Title page of Owstwick (also known as Holderness) Men’s Monthly Meeting minute book, 1669-1702,
East Riding Archives and Local Studies DDQR/18. 1702 copy of DDQR/17 which had become fragile
through use.

Mary Fowler of Bridlington Key for having a meeting in her house was fin’d £20
& for herself being there 5sh & had taken from her one ffeather-Bed & Bolster,
1 pillow & pillow cloth, 6 pair Sheets, 10 pillow-cloths; & 5 Towels, 2 Tablecloths,14 Napkins, 1 Rugg, 1 suit Curtains, 1 pair Blankets, 1 Cedar-Chest, 1
Great Oak Chest, 12 Buffet Stools, 3 Curtain-rods, one Bed Stead with Cords,
1 Oak-Table, 1 fframe, 1 Cupboard, 1 ffourme, 4 chairs, 1 cushion, 3 brassscrews, 1 Iron-range, 1 ffire Shovel, 1 pair Tongs, 1 Coulrake, 3 running Hooks,
1 Gallow-balk, 2 Beef-forks, 1 Rosting-Iron, 1 Candlestick, 1 pair Cranks, 1 pair
Racks, 1 Brass-pot, 1 Kettle, 1 brass-pan, 1 Copper-pan, 1 jill-pot, 1 pewterCup, 2 pewter plates, 1 7 pound pewter, 2 Brewing-Tubs & a Butter-borer, all
worth ...£14 12s 00d

‘Be patterns, be examples in all
countries, places, islands, nations,
wherever you come , that your
carriage and life may preach among
all sorts of people , and to them; then
you will come to walk cheerfully
over the world , answering that of
God in every one’
George Fox’s Journal, 1664

A Settled and Peaceable People
Supporting one another

Quakers shunned elaborate, decorative gravestones
and used simple grave markers instead. The markers
might be blank, unmodified field stones or a carved
stone with either a name or initials and sometimes year
of death. These grave markers were discovered during
a 2008 archeological survey of Quaker Cottage, North
Cave. They have the inscriptions BELTON and FJ.

In the face of imprisonments, fines and the seizure of their possessions, the early
Quakers supported one another in their newly transformed lives. Collections were
organised, and Friends from local Meetings soon began to gather together within a
larger area. An East Riding Monthly Meeting was in place as early as 1665. Regional
gatherings helped Quakers to share experiences, support those suffering hardships,
and finance others who travelled to spread the message.

Marriages
Friends intending to marry were required to signify their intentions to
their Meeting to ensure that there were no other existing commitments.
Individuals would often be asked to make repeat requests before consent
to the marriage was given. The Minutes of Owstwick Women’s Monthly
Meeting for 1693 has two entries on the same page relating to a Quaker
couple who attended meetings on 4th November and 1st December.

Illustration of the Friends Meeting House, Owstwick
which was built around 1670 from George Poulson’s
The History and Antiquities of the Seigniory of Holderness
in the East-Riding of the County of York, 1841. This is
thought to be one of the earliest meeting houses.

On this first Ordnance Survey map of Beverley in 1855
the site of the 1810 Quaker meeting house in Love
Lane (now part of Woodlands) can be seen.

Map showing Quaker meetings in 1669 from John
William Rowntree’s 1905 book Essays and Addresses.

Burying and building
Quakers were excluded from church burials, so had to make their own burial grounds.
In 1665 Thomas Acklam bought Low Hall in Hornsea, where nine members of his
family are buried in marked graves in the garden. Peter Acklam, despite having been
arrested in that year for holding Quaker meetings at his home, later became Lord
of the Manor of Hornsea, and around 1687 built the Old Hall that still stands today.
The Toleration Act of 1689 allowed nonconformist worship, and more local Meetings
began to build meeting houses.

The early Quakers were very active in the east coast villages and towns. These contemporary photographs show
Hornsea Old Hall.

Quaker burial grounds and meeting houses
in Beverley
1667

Thomas Waite leased land in Lairgate for use as a burial ground.

1702

Meeting house built on the land in Lairgate.

1708

Quakers meet in rented rooms while the meeting house is rebuilt.

1714

Lairgate site extended to accommodate the growing Meeting.

1810

New meeting house built in Love Lane (now part of Woodlands) on land given by Christopher
and Mary Geldart the previous year for a meeting house and burial ground. Part of the
adjacent land, bequeathed to the Quakers on Christopher Geldart’s death, was sold by
them in 1860 to the Poor Law Guardians, who built the Union Workhouse.

1830

The Meeting dwindled and regular use of the meeting house ceased, except for special events.

1840

The meeting house was used as a girls’ school linked to St Mary’s church.

East Riding Archives and Local Studies, DDQR/21

1869

Plans to extend the meeting house were not furthered.

1872 – 1877

Occasional use of the meeting house for special Quaker meetings.

1888 – 1896

The building was used for art classes.

1891

Part of the land including the meeting house was sold to Richard Empson, of 60 Wood Lane.

1961

A new influx of Friends into the area led to a new meeting house being built in Quaker Lane.

2011

The meeting house is refurbished and a Quiet Garden developed, coinciding with the
building’s 50th anniversary.

2014

Quakers still meet at the Quaker Lane meeting house.

Their came John Smith and Mary Runton Both of Eastnewton and publised their
intentions of Joyning togither in Marreg they are desired to Come to the next
Monthly Meeting to Receive friends Advic
Came John Smith & Mary Runton Both of Eastnewton the Sicond tym & publised
their intention of Joyning togither in Marreg friends Fynding Nothing to hinder
them gave their Consent that they Might Marry in the fear of the Lord

‘Seek to know one another in the
things which are eternal .’
Advices and Queries 18, 1994

Industry and Activism
Industry and Activism

Faith in action

The slave trade

After the Toleration Act of 1689, Quakers could worship openly without fear of
persecution. But despite growing religious tolerance, as nonconformists they were
still barred from universities until 1871. They would not swear oaths as this implied
a double standard of truthfulness, and this meant they could not enter public service
or the professions. Energetic and enterprising Quakers, finding other options closed
to them, went into business instead.

The belief in ‘that of God in every one’ leads Quakers to treat every human being as
of value. They often took on unpopular causes in their efforts to ‘mend the world’.
Much of their work was pioneering – for instance in the Chartist movement and
in the treatment of the mentally ill at The Retreat, York. Other concerns were the
slave trade, housing, and prison conditions.

At a time when few questioned the rightness of slavery, and even some Quakers were
slave-owners, Quakers increasingly saw it as a violation of their fundamental beliefs.
An informal group of six Quakers pioneered the British abolitionist movement in
1783, presenting a petition against the slave trade to parliament, signed by over 300
Friends. The first abolitionist committee that met on 22nd May 1787 consisted of
nine Quakers and three Anglicans.
Eventually, through the sustained efforts of Hull MP William Wilberforce and others,
this led to the Abolition of the Slave Trade Act in 1807. The campaign continued
long after that, resulting in the Emancipation Act in 1834 and the end of slavery in
America in 1865. Work by Quakers to eradicate modern day slavery and its effects
still continues today.

Quakers in business
Their faith was integral to the way Quakers did business. They challenged accepted
practices and were concerned for the welfare of their employees. Their reputation
for integrity, fairness and plain speech set them apart and enabled their businesses
to thrive. People preferred their clear set prices to the haggling that was normal
for the times. Strict ethical standards were expected amongst Quakers, with the
sanction of disownment for any lack of probity; however, they benefited from a
close-knit and mutually supportive network.
Quaker firms in our area include Reckitts, Priestmans, John Good & Sons and
Northern Foods. Garden Village in Hull, built by Reckitts, is an example of the care
of a Quaker firm for its employees.

Garden Village was inaugurated in 1907 by Sir James Reckitt. As well as 3 and 4 bedroom houses, there were 8
rent-free alms houses for aged employees, recreational facilities, shops and a library.

The Retreat was opened in 1796 by William Tuke,
a retired tea merchant. Some years earlier, a Leeds
Quaker, Hannah Mills, had died in the squalid and
inhumane conditions that then prevailed in the York
Asylum. Appalled at this Tuke, and his family vowed
that never again should any Quaker be forced to endure
such treatment. The original Retreat was intended to be
a place where Quakers who were experiencing mental
distress could come and recover in an environment that
would be both familiar and sympathetic to their needs.

The ‘Am I not a man and a brother?’ image was widely used by the anti-slavery movement. In the 1780s the Society
for the Abolition of Slavery in England used the image for its seal. Thousands of medallions based on the image were
produced at Josiah Wedgwood’s pottery.

‘True godliness don’t turn men out
of the world but enables them to
live better in it and excites their
endeavours to mend it...’
Elizabeth Fry (1780 - 1845) was a driving force behind legislation to make the treatment of prisoners more humane.
Since 2001 she has been depicted on the £5 note reading the Bible in the women’s section at Newgate Prison.

William Penn, 1682, Quaker Faith and Practice 23.02

Quakers and War
The refusal to fight or take up arms has been a strong principle amongst Quakers
from the beginning. George Fox, having refused a commission in the army, recorded
in his journal “I told them that I lived in the virtue of that life and power that took away
the occasion of all wars...”. Amongst the soldier-converts led by their consciences to
leave the army were William Dewsbury from Tickhill and John Whitehead from
Owstwick.

Active opposition to the ‘flood of armaments’
As the nature of wars changed, the guiding principle of witnessing for peace remained.
By the time of the South African wars in the late 1800s, Quakerism had grown
closer to the establishment. Some thought war justifiable, others found this stance
outrageous. As tensions in Europe escalated in 1913, Quakers held a conference in
York. John Graham called for Friends to oppose the “helpless rush of the maddened
herd into the flood of armaments, which threaten to submerge civilisation” and the
Northern Friends’ Peace Board was formed.
Following the outbreak of war in 1914, two-and-ahalf million men enlisted, including many Quakers.
Many more refused. The 1916 Conscription
Act, which includes reference to Quakers, saw
Britain become the first country to recognise
conscientious objection. Those who refused to
further the war effort in any way were sent to
prison. Some found acceptable alternative service
in agriculture, hospitals or education.

FAU Augustine Straat Dressing Station, Ypres

A memorial to commemorate the work of the Friends Ambulance Unit and the
Friends Relief Service has been built at the National Memorial Arboretum, Alrewas,
Staffordshire. For more information visit www.qsmt.org.uk

World War One badge. Image courtesy of Library of the Society of Friends, London.

The Friends Ambulance Unit (FAU)
Between 1914 and 1919 over a thousand men worked on ambulance convoys with
the French and British armies in Belgium and France. The FAU was re-founded at
the outbreak of the Second World War, training 1,300 members. They served as
ambulance drivers and medical orderlies in the London Blitz and in Europe, India,
Africa, the Middle East and China. The work continued after the war until 1959.

The Sino-Japanese war (1937-1945) had a devastating effect on China and was causing great human suffering. The
Friends Ambulance Unit agreed to post 40 members to China in 1941, including Peter Rowlands who was origianally
from Cornwall and was a member of Pickering and Hull Monthly Meeting until his death in 1992. The photograph
shows Peter working underneath a lorry. He was in charge of the unit’s garage and much of his work involved
converting vehicles to run on charcoal due to the shortage of petrol. Photograph courtesy of Library of the Society
of Friends, London.

Declaration to King Charles II, 1660. Image courtesy of Library of the Society of Friends, London.

An early conscientious objector
In 1665 Richard Sellar of Kilnsea, in the East Riding, was press-ganged in Scarborough
to serve aboard the Royal Prince in the war against the Dutch. He refused to fight
for the king, work the ship or ‘eat the king’s vituals’. Beaten, kept in irons and lacking
food until too weak to stand, still he refused to serve and faced the hangman’s noose.
Those who were ordered to beat him had refused to do so any more, and one by
one they pleaded with the admiral for mercy for Sellar, until finally his life was spared.

‘All bloody principles and practices
we do utterly deny... neither for
the kingdom of Christ, nor for the
kingdoms of this world ...’
A Direct Hit. This and the two other illustrations (top right) were featured in the 1919 book The Friends Ambulance
Unit 1914 – 1919: A Record.

Declaration to King Charles II, 1660

Quakers and Peace
The conviction that every human being is precious, a child of God, is central to
Quakerism. This has led Quakers not only to refuse military service, but also to
work actively for peace and find alternatives to war as a way of resolving conflicts.
Quakers have seen peace as more than simply the absence of war. Their work has
included abolition of the slave trade, relief work during the Irish famine (1846-47),
support in prisons and prison reform, and tackling racism and discrimination. For
more than 350 years since the declaration to King Charles, this work has continued
to emerge in new forms.

Working for peace
The Nobel Peace Prize in 1947 was awarded to Quakers for their relief work in
the aftermath of the Second World War. During the Cold War and proxy wars in
colonial countries, Friends actively opposed the arms race and worked as mediators
and as trainers in non-violence, as they continue to do today. Quaker United Nations
offices were set up in Geneva and New York to work for peace behind the scenes.
When American cruise missiles were based at Greenham Common and Molesworth,
Quaker meetings for worship and vigils, including by East Yorkshire Friends, were
a regular part of the protests. In their concern for peace, Quakers founded their
own peace organisations and sponsored a Department of Peace Studies at Bradford
University. Opening in 1972, it was the first such academic department in the world.
Amnesty International, Greenpeace, the Campaign Against the Arms Trade and the
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament all began with Quaker involvement.

Campaigning by local Quakers
Since the 1960s, local Friends have supported the national organisations mentioned,
but have also been prominent in local peace work. These include Hull Action for
Peace, Hull Christians for Peace, Hull Women for Peace, Beverley Peace Fellowship
and Hull Stop the War Coalition. They initiated Quaker meetings for worship outside
the Fylingdales Early Warning Station, a witness that continues today.
Several local Quakers have served on the Northern Friends
Peace Board, and in the 1980s the Quaker Peace Action
Caravan came to the area, helping to draw attention
to the personal aspects of peaceful living as well as the
international situation.
More recently a Hull Friend, John Lynes, later of Hastings,
pictured here in 2008, served in Israel and Palestine with
the Ecumenical Accompaniers programme and then with
the Christian Peacemakers team.
Members of the Northern Friends Peace Board participating in a demonstration against the war in Iraq, London
2003. Image courtesy of Philip Austin, NFPB.

Quaker meeting for worship outside the Clyde Naval Base, the Trident nuclear submarine base, at Faslane in Scotland.

The Nobel Peace Prize, initiated
by the Swedish industrialist Alfred
Nobel, was first awarded in 1901.
Images courtesy of Library of the
Society of Friends, London.

Ecumenical Accompaniers greet a child in the village of Yanoun in the Northern West Bank. Accompaniers
live in the village, providing a protective presence in order to prevent what EAPPI perceive as extremist Israeli
settlers acting aggressively towards the villagers. The role of Accompaniers in this way is a well documented and
internationally recognized form of protection. Image courtesy of The Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in
Palestine and Israel (EAPPI).

‘Our principle is, and our practices
have always been , to seek peace ,
and ensue it, and to follow after
righteousness and the knowledge of
God , seeking the good and welfare ,
and doing that which tends to the
peace of all .’
Declaration to King Charles II, 1660

Into the 21st Century
A Quaker resurgence in Beverley

Hull Quaker Housing Association

After a lapse of more than a century, by the mid-1950s the community of Quakers in
and around Beverley had grown enough to build a new meeting house in the town.
Funded with help from Friends in Hull and the surrounding area, it opened in 1961
in Quaker Lane, just a few yards from where the previous meeting house had been
built in 1810.

In 1965 Friends in Hull became concerned for ‘unsupported’ mothers who were
sometimes pressed to offer their babies for adoption. They set up Hillcrest House
on Westbourne Avenue to provide a safe home and practical support for mother and
child. This lifeline gave stability to many struggling single mothers. It is now managed
by Housemartin Housing Association.

Friends meet for
a settlement at
Cober Hill, near
Scarborough, in
2007. Settlements
have been raised for
over a century by
Friends in Yorkshire.
At present they
are run as Easter
settlements, a
gathering of Quakers
and especially
families, around a
specific theme and
with a noted speaker.

Responding to new needs, a second house, 77 De Grey Street, Hull, was purchased
to provide a home for women victims of domestic violence and their children from
1975 to 1980.

Dove House Hospice
As interest grew nationally in the hospice movement, local Friends looked to set up a
hospice in this area. With others, they first established a centre at Endsleigh Convent
in Hull, where specially trained nurses administered care and gave support and advice
to day patients. From those small beginnings, and with land for a new building provided
by the Quaker company Reckitts, Dove House Hospice on Chamberlain Road now
offers residential end-of-life care and has become a household name in our area.
A gathering in the Quiet Garden at the Meeting House on Quaker Lane, Beverley.

The challenge to think afresh
In 1651 George Fox challenged the congregation in Beverley Minster to think afresh
about their relationship to God. In doing so he was questioning the common view of
the times. The Quaker testimonies of simplicity, equality, truth and peace continue
to challenge the conventional view, each generation bringing new growth points.
In recent years, Quakers have been at the forefront of moves to legalise same-sex
marriage, the development of fair trade, food banks, the Anti-Violence Project, and
Circles of Support and Accountability – a successful community-based approach to
safely integrate those who have committed serious sexual offences.
Friends share with many a concern for the environment, and increasingly see a need
for a fairer, sustainable economy based not just on material wealth. In 2011 Friends
created a Quiet Garden at the meeting house in Beverley – a place for quiet reflection
and contemplation, open to all. It is meant as a practical expression of the stillness
they find in worship.

‘As Friends we commit ourselves to a
way of worship that allows God to
teach and transform us...’

Faith into action
Friends’ faith has often led to action. The causes they espouse change with the times,
and though sometimes unpopular, have always sprung from the continuing threads
that Quakers refer to as their ‘testimonies’ - peace, truth, equality and simplicity. As
well as national and international work there have been some notable local projects.

Tiles made by Horfield Quakers for the Peace Garden at Horfield Quaker Meeting House in Bristol © Jon Davey

Quaker Faith and Practice 1.01, 2013
Left - Quakers have been at the forefront of moves to legalise same-sex marriage. Right - Loveday Redgate,
Greenpeace International staff member and Quaker, next to the Rainbow Warrier. Loveday attended the
Beverley Meeting as a child and although much of her work takes her out of the country, she is still in contact
with local Friends.

‘Let your life speak .’
Advices and Queries 27, 1994

For more information about the Quaker Tapestry visit
www.quaker-tapestry.co.uk

The Quaker Tapestry has travelled to over 150 venues
including some in Ireland, the United States of America and
France. More than half of the 77 panels are on display at the
Quaker Tapestry Museum in Kendal. Five of the panels have
kindly been loaned to Beverley for Live Adventurously.

The tapestry tells of Quaker events and insights and is
a celebration of the significant contribution these quiet,
nonconformists have made to the modern world.

77 panels, 15 years, 4,000 people in 15 countries

Enthusiasm for the project spread and more than 4,000 men,
women and children in 15 countries ‘had a hand’ in the creation
of the Quaker Tapestry. Completed in 1996, the result is
77 panels of narrative crewel type embroidery on specially
woven wool cloth.

In 1982 Anne mounted an exhibition of the work in progress
which had an enthusiastic response from many Friends.
Designers came forward, embroidery groups were formed,
and training workshops were arranged.

The Quaker Tapestry came into being in
1981 when Jonathan, an eleven year old
boy at the children’s class of a small Quaker
Meeting in the South West of England,
asked his teacher why he couldn’t do a
tapestry instead of a picture. His teacher,
Anne Wynn-Wilson was an accomplished
embroiderer. Jonathan’s question gave
her the vision to create a number of large
tapestry panels telling something of the
Quaker story and beliefs.

The Quaker
Tapestry

