DUTY DONE AGAIN

Tuesday 8th May 1945

75 YEARS since THE END OF THE WAR in BRIDLINGTON
It is 75 years
since World
War Two ended!
On 8th May 1945 Germany surrendered
and peace was declared. At home great
change was afoot.
This exhibition explores the war’s impact on Bridlington
against what happened nationally. 1945 ushered in major
changes which affected many aspects of life, our journey will
see how the people of Bridlington managed these changes.
The war was hard on the whole country: Britain spent a
quarter of the country’s wealth on fighting it and over half of
the workforce was somehow involved in it. Countless people
were killed, many more were homeless and economies were
bankrupt, Bridlington was no exception.
The optimistic travel guide of 1940 advertised Bridlington
as the perfect place for a seaside holiday, but the reality was
completely different. In 1940 troops were billeted in most
of the town’s hotels and attractions, tanks rumbled down
the streets during the night and the beach was choked in
barbed wire.
The numbers of servicemen and women in Bridlington
meant it was less of a holiday destination and more of an
enemy target and this became ‘the new normal’ until the
end of the war.

Photograph of Gypsey Road’s VE Day Street Party. This image was given to a
newspaper by Mr. Ward of Jameson Road, who is seated third from the front on
the left. His mother and father, Lizzie and Wilfred are also in the photograph.
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Bridlington
Corporation
An act of parliament was passed only
six years before war broke out making
Bridlington Corporation responsible for
managing the town’s affairs.
In 1933 when fully incorporated, it immediately set out to
make improvements for the town: generating electricity,
road widening schemes, purchasing land for new houses,
light industry, parks and open spaces.

Corporation Meeting

In 1934, the Corporation seized the opportunity to buy
Sewerby Hall and Gardens from Yarburgh Lloyd Greame
for £45,000 which was considered then and now its
greatest asset. In the next year it bought Danes Dyke House
and then the Headland at Flamborough.

Town Hall

Any portion of the foreshore was snapped up to prevent
‘spoliation’ by ugly development; a golf course was also
planned. The Corporation took over the management of
the Spa and other entertainments to centralise the town’s
tourist attractions and marketing.
The plan was raising the profile of the town and
surrounding area to the rest of the country to attract more
holiday makers, more businesses and of course income.

Sewerby Hall brochure, 1940

Bridlington Spa brochure
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Agents for
Change

During the 1930s, there was a growing
understanding that the country needed
reforms. Things ought to be better for
ordinary people, especially the houses
they lived in.
Bridlington Corporation recorded that 1277 families lived
in substandard housing so, before the government’s housing
act of 1946, it was already clearing the old slums. The slums
were often damp, dark, poorly ventilated squalid places to
live, often giving rise to poor health. The slum clearances
stopped during the war. When the war was over, there
remained 351 properties due for demolition.
Housing was a major issue. Many houses were very old
without ‘modern conveniences’. In the Old Town of
Bridlington many houses were arranged around yards,
which was outdoor communal space for shared lavatories,
space to hang washing and in some cases, to house livestock.

Flag Yard, Old Town

Overcrowding was commonplace. One of the more notorious
was National School Yard, which was enclosed by 16
cottages in which 71 people lived. A yard was generally
owned by one person and named after the owner, for
example, Milner’s Yard off High Street in the Old Town.
The other aspects of ordinary people's lives which were
considered due for reform were education, overcoming
poverty and unemployment to eliminate hunger and idleness
and a free healthcare system available to everyone.

Walkers Yard, Old Town
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Bridlington
on a War
Footing
The Bridlington Guide of 1940 advertised
Sewerby Hall as the perfect place for
peace and recreation, but before the
holiday season could begin, Sewerby Hall
was commandeered by the military with
troops billeted there.

RAF staff at Sewerby Hall

Residents of the town found their beach cordoned off with
barbed wire, there was a curfew between 10pm and 6am
and a total blackout to deflect enemy raids.

The military commandeered several hotels in town: the
Expanse, Alexandra and the Ozone Hotel to name but three
of many became home to troops. Soldiers were also billeted
in the Grand Pavilion and the Spa.

The Corporation met as a ‘war cabinet’ in the Town Hall,
which became the command centre. Many a night’s sleep was
broken as towns people awoke to the sound of tanks rumbling
down the streets returning from night time exercises.

Bridlington became home to the RAF and the army in such
great numbers because of the town’s geographical location.
A working harbour, port and maritime refuge on the east
coast was next door to flat terrain of Holderness from where
RAF squadrons flew bombing raids to enemy targets from
numerous aerodromes.

From 1941 Sewerby Hall was fitted out as a convalescent
hospital for RAF personnel but capable of performing blood
transfusions and surgery for injured townspeople.

The rugged terrain of the Wolds became the centre of tank
driving practice. The harbour was also home to the Boat
Service wing of the RAF within which T. E. Lawrence –
‘Lawrence of Arabia’ – played a key role refitting boats for
target practice in the mid-1930s.

Polish tank crew on Cardigan Road

T. E. Lawrence - ‘Lawrence of Arabia’

Flyers by Foster Brigham
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Bombed Out

Bridlington was very badly bombed in
1940 and 1941. The main target was the
harbour, but nowhere was safe.
The curfew and blackout could not prevent bombs
raining down on the town and surrounding area between
11th July 1940 and October 1941. It was a sustained and
devastating attack.
Throughout the war, Flamborough Lighthouse continued to
be operational for safe shipping, but presented the Luftwaffe
with the ideal landmark.
27 residents were killed, many injured and numerous homes
were destroyed across Bridlington from the Old Town to
the harbour. Landmarks such as Foley’s Café, the Britannia
Hotel, the Post Office, railway goods yard and St Anne’s
Convalescent Home were all lost.

Britannia Hotel

The first people on the scene after a bombing raid were the
Air Raid Precautions team, or ARP who worked tirelessly.
Their duties were to protect people from air raids by ushering
them into bomb shelters. From July 1940, the ARP team
were digging under rubble to rescue residents trapped under
the wreckage of their own homes.

Tom Alderson at Foley’s Café

Local hero Thomas Hopper Alderson personally rescued
21 people from bombed out buildings, often while air raids
continued overhead.

Hamilton Road

Goods Yard

For his gallantry and devotion to duty, he was awarded the
George Cross, which ranks next to the Victoria Cross. King
George VI presented the award on 30th September 1940
which was the first time it had been awarded to a civilian.

Tom Alderson at a bomb site
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War on Want

A report published in 1942 highlighted
5 reasons why ordinary people found
themselves living in poverty and poor
housing. This stopped them moving
forward, getting better jobs and living
healthier lives.
A growing clamour across the country during the 1930s
demanded a fairer society and social reform. This led to
a committee to investigate social security; headed by Sir
William Beveridge, this became the Beveridge Report.
It identified the five reasons as: want caused by poverty;
ignorance caused by poor education; squalor caused by poor

William Beveridge

housing; idleness caused by lack of or ability to get a job and
disease or poor health caused by inadequate healthcare.
The Beveridge Report became the Labour manifesto
winning Prime Minister Clement Attlee’s landslide victory
in the general election of July 1945. It formed the basis of
what we know as the Welfare State.
Better housing, compulsory education until aged 15,
no unemployment, access to doctors and medicines for all
and an end to hunger would be the practical solutions to
Beveridge’s ‘5 evils’.
But, as we shall see, in Bridlington, the Corporation
took matters in hand long before Attlee’s government
promised change.

Clement Attlee
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War on Want
in Bridlington
The Grammar School

After the bombing in the summer of
1940, the Corporation declared free milk
would be provided to nursing mothers
and young children.
People living in corporation housing were ordered to plant
vegetables in their gardens, if they didn’t, they could be
evicted. The provision for education for all in 1945 was
already a reality in Bridlington.
Both Bridlington School for boys and Bridlington High
School for girls were very well established by 1940. In the
1930s further schools were opened in new buildings: St
George’s Senior Boys School was followed by the Senior Girls
School in 1938. Old school buildings now vacant allowed
the Corporation to provide schools for infants aged 5 to 7
and juniors aged from 7 to 11 with school dinners and milk.
Further Education was provided by Bridlington Technical
Institute offering courses on a wide range of subjects long
before the Education Act of 1944 enforced it. A part time
School Medical Service existed in the town from 1909, but in
1930 new premises were built in Oxford Street from where
a full time medical officer’s team looked after school-age
children’s healthcare.

The Old Girls' School

Bombed houses and slum clearance increased homelessness.
The Corporation built 100 ‘prefabs’ but it wasn’t enough.
86 acres of land west of Bessingby Road were bought to
build 789 Corporation houses. This became West Hill Estate
which won the Local Government Planning medal.

Sewerby Edition 2020
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Tourist Towns
only Work
in Summer

The Corporation was acutely aware that
Bridlington depended on holidaymakers
to make money during the summer,
whilst the winter months were often
spent without work.

was controversial to some as the thought of ‘industry’ and
the sight of industrial workshops in Bridlington might
discourage visitors from staying and spending.

The problem was the town’s lack of industry other than
tourism and fishing. Every winter brought high levels of
unemployment when the hotels and bed and breakfasts were
empty and the weather was too bad to go fishing.

From the Corporation’s point of view, vacant premises and
idle workers did not pay revenue and the town’s shops and
businesses would suffer as a result.

An early move by the Corporation was to acquire land south
of Bessingby Lane to develop an industrial estate. The idea

Bridlington Harbour

Bessingby Industrial Estate

The Harbour in bad weather

However, the very real problem of deprivation over the
winter months made a very solid case for businesses which
could operate all year round.

Finally all agreed and in 1945 Bessingby Industrial Estate
became a reality. Premises for businesses to carry out ‘light’
manufacture were built in 1945 and are still here.
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Nationalised
Hospitals
Clement Attlee’s Labour government
adopted all Beveridge’s recommendations,
including free healthcare for everyone.
In 1868 the Lloyd Hospital in Quay Road, Bridlington was
formed with £1,200 from Alicia Lloyd, sister of Yarburgh
Greame of Sewerby Hall.

By the end of the war, the Lloyd Hospital had ‘quite a good
theatre’ and a good steriliser but there was no surgical
equipment to perform operations. The bulk of the operations
were carried out by surgeons from Hull who brought their
own equipment with them.

Some local councils were loath to have their local hospitals
nationalised by the new National Health Service. After
compromises were made, on 5th July 1948, our NHS was
born and the Lloyd Hospital came under supervision of the
new Leeds Regional Health Board.

The National Health Service Act of 1946 aimed to provide
a comprehensive health service by one unified organisation,
free at the point of need.

Similarly, the maternity unit
in the Avenue Hospital, on
Westgate, Old Town did
likewise until the new hospital
opened in 1988 on Bessingby
Hill forced closure of both.

In the beginning, ministers trying to deliver this promise
ran into difficulties as doctors were reluctant to give up their
lucrative surgeries to end up working for the state.

The hospital developed in a new building designed by
architects Smith & Broderick into a fully functioning
service from 1876 onwards, managed by a committee and
reliant on charity funding.

Lloyd Hospital

St. Anne's Convalescent Home

Avenue Hospital
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The
Golden Age
After the end of the World War Two
75 years ago this year, Bridlington once
again welcomed holiday makers.
Although the town was badly scarred by enemy bombing,
as far as Bridlington businesses catering for visitors
were concerned, it was business as usual. The big hotels
Expanse and Alexandra remained closed for a refit after the
military left and reopened in 1948 and 1949 respectively.
Sewerby Hall and Gardens were handed back to the
Corporation and welcomed 8,445 visitors in 1946.

Paddling pool

The golf course which was pressed into food production
during the war years was restored in 1948. Yet legacies of the
war lingered on: food rationing did not end until 1954 and in
the case of bread, which was not rationed during the war, after
a disastrous harvest in 1946 was rationed for the first time.

There was no money left to reform these industries but for
a decade or two at least there was nearly full employment.
A combination of paid holiday and plenty of work ensured
that Bridlington in the 1950s and 1960s was the destination
of choice for thousands of holidaymakers.

The following winter 1946-1947 was the snowiest on record;
the prolonged hard frost and deep snow damaged huge amounts
of potatoes which were ruined, later in the year, they too were
rationed. So the immediate post-war years were difficult as
the country inched forward towards recovery.
Attlee’s labour government of 1945-1951 nationalised the
railways, coal, gas and electricity companies, steel production,
civil aviation and even the Bank of England.

North Pier and pleasure cruisers

