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TRANSFORMING THE TOWN
A chronicle of Beverley’s changing appearance
Look at Beverley’s town centre today and it seems as if
very little has changed over the decades or even the
centuries.
Stand in the centre of Saturday Market, look around and
you'll find that the buildings are pretty much the same
ones that have been standing there for the past 100 years
or more.
However, if you go behind the façades of some of these
buildings, it’s clear to see that there have been
modifications over the years in order to help preserve and
enhance them.
Venture beyond Beverley’s main streets and in certain
areas much change has taken place. Some of it is so
dramatic that there’s no trace of what used to be there at
all. In other areas, old buildings have been successfully
integrated with new ones.

A few ancient streets have been completely obliterated
whereas other old street patterns remain but have new
buildings upon them, making them unrecognisable from
how they once appeared.
This exhibition charts some of the dramatic
transformations that have taken place in Beverley over the
years, together with some of the more subtle changes.
Using old photos alongside more recent ones to form a
timeline, this is a visual journey through some of Beverley’s
townscape history. Starting at the western side of the town
with the Westwood Hospital, we meander eastwards until
we reach the Beverley beck.
If you’re relatively new to Beverley, here’s an opportunity
to see how the town once looked and how things have
changed. If you’ve lived here for longer than you can
remember, then we hope that these photos will bring back
some memories!

Westwood Hospital
In 1861 a workhouse was built on the edge of Westwood to replace the one that
had stood on Minster Moorgate. An infirmary, casual wards, entrance arch and
lodge were added between 1893 and 1895.
The workhouse closed in 1939 and was converted into the Beverley Base
Hospital which later became known as the Westwood Hospital. Eight pavilionstyle wooden huts were built as wards in 1939, each with 42 beds.

By 2005 the northern part of the site with its wooden hut wards had been
demolished and developed for housing. The hospital continued as a community
hospital until 2012. By 2015 most of the site was cleared for a new housing
development, while the listed buildings – West House, Westwood House, the
Guardian’s Boardroom building, plus the old and new gatehouse ranges, were
renovated and also converted into dwellings.

The 1895 entrance block which also housed the
porter’s lodge and casual wards for vagrants.

The east side of the workhouse building nearing
completion in 2016.

The entrance block undergoing refurbishment as work
starts on the development of the hospital site in 2015.
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The original entrance block to the workhouse and the
Master’s Cottage, which later became the medical records
store for the hospital.

The north west wing of West House (far right) with the
single storey kitchen buildings attached to it, and
Westwood House in the background, 2014.
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The east side of West House with the gable end of the original
entrance block on the far left.
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The workhouse infirmary became the maternity unit.
Although much altered, the block with the two gables is part
of the original building.

Westwood House once had extensive gardens
stretching to Pasture Terrace before they were
absorbed into the hospital site.
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The original workhouse building was called West House, seen here in 2014.
As a hospital it housed the pathology lab, pharmacy, stores, kitchen and offices,
and the first floor was used for staff accommodation.

The hospital site from the air in 2014. The houses on the top left
of the photo are where the wooden hut wards once stood.
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Westwood House (latterly called Beaver Lodge) was a private residence which
was built in 1858 and stood in splendid isolation overlooking Westwood prior to
the arrival of its new neighbour, the workhouse, three years later. From 1933 it
became a children’s home and then a nurse’s home.

The former workhouse infirmary was converted for use as a maternity home in
1945. Additions were made in 1965 with further major developments in 1988
when it was opened as a state of the art maternity unit by Princess Diana, only
to be closed down 9 years later with services transferred to Castle Hill.

The first phase of new housing was completed by
the end of 2015.

By 2015 most of the hospital buildings had been demolished leaving the
original workhouse buildings and Westwood House due to be converted
into apartments.

9. St Mary’s Court, 1985.

10. St Mary’s Court, 2014.
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2. Ink sketch by Tom Burton, 1884.

8. St Mary’s Court on completion, 1984.

The oak timbers used for this building’s structure
would have been filled in with wattle and daub
(where a mixture of mud and straw is smeared over
a woven lattice of wooden strips). During the 18th
and 19th centuries the wattle and daub was replaced
with local brick and the building was divided into
cottages.

7. In 1983 work started on converting the building into a shopping arcade.

By 1983 the building had been converted into a
series of shop units forming an arcade known as St
Mary’s Court.

In 1907 Gordon Armstrong, an engineer and
entrepreneur from Cumberland, opened a garage in
the building with workshops to the rear on the site
of Harrison’s Yard. It was here that he manufactured
his famous Gordon car. In 1917 he moved his works
to a site on Eastgate but the building remained in use
as a garage until the early 1980s.

Towards the end of the 19th century, the property
lay partially empty with its structure divided in two
by a passage that led to Harrison’s Yard at the back.
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4. The gable end of the cottages, c.1900.

6. View down Tiger Lane, 1974.

5. Armstrong’s Garage, c.1970 with the dormer windows and central
chimney stack removed.

3. Late 19th century photograph showing the cottages still intact.

49 North Bar Within (St Mary’s Court)
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This 15th century timber-framed building is situated
on the west side of North Bar Within on the corner
of Tiger Lane. Many of Beverley’s medieval timberframed buildings have been demolished in the past
due to lack of awareness as to their architectural
importance. Others have survived in part but are
hidden behind more modern frontages.

1. Watercolour sketch of the timber-framed building on the corner of Tiger Lane, 1840.
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10. Cellars built in the 1960s exposed during demolition work, 2017.

11. Renovation of the ground floor, now the bar area, 2017.

12. The new back extension, 2019.

1. Illustration from the Beverley Arms billhead, 1884.
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9. Demolition of the back extension, 2017.

Trusthouse Forte bought the hotel in 1938 and,
although given a Grade II listed building status in 1950,
major work took place in 1966/7 which significantly
altered much of the original building.

In the 19th century the hotel was a posting inn where
horses could be hired or changed during long journeys.
At the rear there were coach houses, a brewhouse,
barns and outbuildings. A large garden stretched the
whole length of Wood Lane with a paddock at the far
end which was used for fetes and travelling circuses.

An inn called the Blue Bell stood on this site during the
17th century. It was re-named the Beverley Arms when
it was enlarged and re-built by William Middleton in
1794.

3. The hotel yard, c.1900.

Pat Deans Collection

8. The old kitchen interior exposed during building work, 2017.

Operating as a 55 bedroom hotel, it went into decline
and, eventually, administration in February 2016 having
struggled for many years. Pub company Thwaites
bought the Beverley Arms that year and spent £6.5m
renovating the building, which re-opened in the
summer of 2018. Many of the hotel’s original features
have been retained including the arches in the original
kitchen made famous by Fred Elwell in his paintings.

A property adjacent to the hotel on its south side was
demolished and a 3-bay extension with an archway to
the rear was built in its place. At the back of the hotel a
flat-roofed five storey bedroom block was added which
was completely out of keeping with its historic
surroundings.

The Beverley Arms

2. The Beverley Arms, c.1890. Note Rodmells (later Jebson’s) butchers on the left.

7. View of the courtyard, 2010.

6. The new extension replacing the butcher’s shop, c.1970.

5. Kitchen interior, c.1990.

4. The kitchen from the yard, c.1900.
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The Corn Exchange & Shambles

In 1886 the Corn Exchange building and the Shambles behind it were
demolished and replaced by a new building which housed the corn and butter
markets with a public baths behind it. It was converted into a cinema in 1911
but was still used for sales of corn until 1947.
By 1963 it had become a bingo club. Reinstated as a Beverley’s only cinema in
1982, it eventually closed in 2003 and remained empty until it was refurbished
and opened as Browns’ department store in 2010.
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The word ‘shambles’ derives from the Anglo-Saxon word ‘fleshammels’, literally
meaning ‘flesh-shelves’, the word for the shelves upon which butchers displayed
their meat. Consequently, ‘shambles’ was an early term for an open-air
slaughterhouse and meat market.

In 1825, in order to accommodate the growing number of corn merchants, the
southern end of the Butchers Shambles and Butter Market building was
converted to a Corn Exchange.
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Certain areas of Saturday Market were once devoted to selling particular goods.
Corn was sold in the southern part of the marketplace and that area is still
known as Corn Hill. In 1753 a covered building with open shop fronts was built
behind the Dings in order to house the Butchers Shambles and the Butter
Market. This was followed by the building of the Fish Shambles in 1777.

The front of the old Corn Exchange, c.1870.

An etching of the new Corn Exchange, 1886. For a short
period it was used as a temporary school until Walkergate
School was completed in 1906.
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The same lane, colloquially known as ‘Playhouse Passage’, seen here in the
1960s (left) and 2008 (right).
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The narrow lane which runs down the side of
the Corn Exchange and public baths, looking
towards the baths c.1890.
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Now a bingo hall in the 1970s. In 1973 the baths at
the back of the building closed and by 1976 secondhand goods shop Sellitt & Soon had moved in.

The back of Browns, looking down Ladygate, with the new second
storey above the old public baths building, 2010.

The Shambles and Corn Exchange area cleared in
1886. Looking north with Ladygate on the right.
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This Georgian building (visible in the earlier picture of the
cleared Shambles) was demolished c.1900 and replaced
by a later building.

Renovation work being carried out inside the
front of the building, 2008.

Building work started in 2008. The public baths
building was partly demolished and a basement built
where the swimming pool had been.

Pat Deans Collection

Pat Deans Collection

Pat Deans Collection

The Fish Shambles at the back of the old Corn
Exchange seen from the south east, c.1870.
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1853 map of Saturday Market showing the position
of the shambles behind the old Corn Exchange.
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10. New buildings going up at the
bottom of Dyer Lane, 1984.

9. Dyer Lane, 1960.

11. Outbuildings and public toilets at the back of the King’s Head, 1970s.

12. The outbuildings at the back of the King’s Head during renovations, 1983.
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8. Back of the houses seen in the previous
photo, looking towards Saturday Market, 1956.

The old outbuildings behind the King's Head
pub were renovated and the public toilets
removed in order to create a seating area.
Dyer Lane itself was partly pedestrianised
with no through traffic.

New buildings went up on Dyer Lane and in
Swaby's Yard. The old Scottish Baptist chapel,
which had latterly been used by the
Jehovah's Witnesses, was preserved and
became a cafe in 1987.

Buildings in this area which fronted onto
Walkergate, including the Malt Shovel pub
(which had been closed since the early
1940s), were also in poor repair and were
demolished.

7. Dyer Lane looking towards Walkergate, c.1930. The building at the
bottom of the row on the right had been a blacksmith’s.

In 1982 demolition work started in Swaby's
Yard and archaeological excavations took
place on the corner of Walkergate and Dyer
Lane. These revealed the remains of
medieval dye works from the cloth trade that
had flourished in this area due to its
proximity to the Walker Beck.

By the early 1980s Dyer Lane and Swaby’s
Yard were in need of re-development. Even
though some of the slum housing had been
cleared in the 1960s, the area was still tightly
packed with run-down housing, and Swaby’s
Yard was a warren of workshops, stores and
stables.

Swaby’s Yard & Dyer Lane

2. Entrance to Swaby’s Yard on Walkergate, early 1970s. The present Malt Shovel Cottage was once 3 dilapidated dwellings with sheds behind.
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1. View of Dyer Lane (centre) with Swaby’s Yard to the right, 1930.
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4. Looking past the roof of the Kingdom Hall to the west c.1975.

3. Swaby’s Yard looking west, c.1975.

6. Buildings on the corner of Dyer Lane and Walkergate awaiting demolition c.1965.
The white building was the Malt Shovel pub.

5. The back of buildings (left) on Saturday Market in 1981 before they were rebuilt
(right). These are now the backs of Cafe Nero and what was Filmore & Union.
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10. Silvester Lane looking west. All the buildings were
cleared to make way for the bus station.
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3. Looking north along Walkergate with the Assembly Rooms in
the distance, c.1900.

Old buildings on the corner of Walkergate and
Hengate were demolished so that the road could be
widened at this point. These buildings had stood on
what is now the northbound lane of New
Walkergate.

This road was named New Walkergate and it ran
along the east side of Walkergate.

By the mid 1960s, traffic congestion in Beverley’s
narrow streets was becoming a problem. After
much delay and two public enquiries, an inner relief
road was built in 1979/80 which linked the
Walkergate/Hengate junction to the railway station.

Walkergate, recorded as early as 1329, was the
street where cloth was processed in medieval times
by walking on it during the process of fulling, by
which the cloth is fluffed up. The road takes its
name from the Walker Beck which ran alongside it.

8. Sow Hill, 1966. The building at the back was the former
Globe Inn, demolished to make way for Sow Hill Road.

It also meant that Silvester Lane, which ran parallel
to Hengate, was mostly eradicated leaving only a
small length at its western end, its eastern end now
replaced by the seating area for the bus station.

Sadly, this meant the demolition of the Globe Inn
with its yard and outbuildings which had stretched
all the way to Walkergate.

Again, to ease traffic congestion a road, linking the
Sow Hill corner of Saturday Market to Walkergate,
was built in 1968 and named Sow Hill Road.

Sow Hill was originally the area at the northern end
of Saturday Market and was bordered by Ladygate
to the east. It derived its name from the pig market
that used to be held there and which, later on, took
place in the yard of the 17th century Globe Inn
which once stood on Ladygate.

Walkergate & Sow Hill Road

2. The timber-framed shop with porch c.1900 which can be seen
in the previous photo behind the women.

9. The junction of the new Sow Hill Road with Ladygate in the early 1970s
on the spot where the Globe Inn once stood.

11. Site of the new bus station with the outbuildings from the
north side of Silvester Lane still standing, c.1970.

12. Looking down Sow Hill Road towards the new bus station with new
housing under construction, 1980/81.
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1. Walkergate c.1890 looking towards the junction with Hengate. The narrow
entrance to Silvester Lane is on the left, just in front of the two women.
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7. Walkergate Council School on New Walkergate, c.1998.
The school closed in 2002 and a care home now occupies the site.

6. Houses on Walkergate in the 1970s, with Potts builders yard
on the right.

5. Walkergate, early 1960s,
with the Malt Shovel pub in the distance.

4. Hengate in the early 1900s showing the buildings beyond ‘Nellie’s pub which
were demolished in order to widen the junction.
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Spencer Street & School Lane, then & now
Spencer Street and School Lane are on the east side of
Walkergate. The appearance of both roads changed
considerably when their Victorian terraced houses were
demolished in the late 1970s.
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At the bottom of School Lane stood Spencer School. It was
named after one of its headmasters, William Spencer, who
also gave his name to Spencer Street. The school was also
demolished.
After New Walkergate was built in 1980, part of Spencer Street
became a car park. School Lane was split into two (having
been bisected by the new road) and today the fire station
stands approximately where the school was situated.

School Lane, today/1970s, looking towards what is now New Walkergate and the fire station.
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View of School Lane and Spencer School (foreground) taken from Wilbert Court flats, 1970s.
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Map c.1900 showing Spencer Street and School Lane
top left. The yellow line shows the path of the future
New Walkergate.

School Lane 1970s/today looking east with school building at the far end.
The houses on the left are now a car park.
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Spencer Street, 1970s/today looking towards Walkergate. The Beaver Garage was on the left at the bottom of the street.

School Lane today/1970s looking west towards Walkergate with the school building
on the right.

Well Lane

The Walker beck also ran across the lane just to the west of Well Place before it
was culverted. By the mid 1980s a lot of the small terraced houses had been
demolished to make way for new housing and the remaining original properties
were renovated.
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Well Place was a cul-de-sac on the south side of Well Lane – one of Beverley’s
lost streets. First recorded in 1841, it was lined with small terraced houses and
was still inhabited at the outbreak of World War II.

Well Place was demolished in the early 1950s and there is now no trace of it.
The yard at the back of Boyes shop stands in its place.

1892 map showing the location of Well Place and the course of
the culverted Walker Beck.

Flooding of the Walker Beck in Well Lane, 1912.
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Well Lane looking towards Butcher Row, 1960. The row of
early 19th century cottages on the left was demolished. The
entrance to Well Place was to the right in line with the car.

Well Lane looking towards Champney Road with the Temperance Hall in the
distance on the site of what is now the Magistrates’ Court.

View of the new houses on the south side of the lane,
2011. The house with the first floor bay window stands
where the entrance into Well Place used to be.

The Walker Beck exposed
after demolition of the 19th
century cottages, 1985.
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Well Lane looking west towards Champney Road, 1980s.

A. Plews
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Well Place looking north towards Well Lane, 1920s.
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Entrance to Well Lane from Butcher Row, 1865.

Well Lane looking east towards
Butcher Row, 1980s.
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Well Lane used to be called Fishmarket Moorgate in the 15th century. Before
Lord Roberts Road was built in 1909 it stretched all the way to Westwood along
what is now Champney Road. It was subsequently called Well Lane because
there were two wells in the lane at one time.

Looking towards Butcher Row with renovated buildings on the
left which are now shops, c.2000.

A new house being built over where the
culverted Walker Beck had been exposed, 1986.

Friars Lane & Chantry Lane

When the railway arrived in 1846 it bisected the lane and a gated level-crossing
was built. Because of safety concerns this was replaced by a wooden footbridge
for pedestrians in 1911.

In 1989 the spur road was extended further north to join Grovehill Road near
the railway station, and the whole length was named Armstrong Way.
Today only the northern part of Chantry Lane remains. However, a pathway in
the Flemingate shopping centre, leading from Armstrong Way through the gap
between the East Riding College and the cinema, preserves the lane’s original
route.

Friars Lane and Chantry Lane (far right), c.1960. The green wasteland in the
middle of the picture once had a terrace of cottages on it. Construction of
Armstrong’s factory buildings threatened the Friary.

Pat Deans Collection

1927 map showing the site of Paradise Garth moat
beneath the tannery buildings (red arrow). Chantry
Lane still had housing on its north side.

The old footbridge over the railway, which was
demolished and replaced by the current one in
the 1980s.
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Chantry Lane looking east towards Priory Road,
1987. The railway cottage that once manned the
level crossing is on the left but not for much longer.

The railway buildings which had stood on the far
side of the Grovehill crossing were demolished to
make room for Armstrong Way (top left), 1989.

1989 and the construction of Armstrong Way alongside the
railway track has started. Just the two white garden
gateposts of the railway cottage remain!
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Armstrong Way seen from its junction with
Flemingate, c.2005.

The Friary had been divided into 3 cottages but by the early
1960s the building was empty and falling into disrepair and
Armstrong’s was applying to have it demolished.
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Friars Lane in the mid 1970s. The terrace of houses at the end of
the lane have gone and an Armstrong factory building is just
visible on the right behind the Friary wall.
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Friars Lane looking west with the entrance to the Friary
on the right, 1890.
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By the beginning of the 20th century, the whole stretch of road had been
re-named Chantry Lane and a spur road was built to the south which linked to
Flemingate.

Not long after, the name Friars Lane was restored to the section of the road
between Eastgate and the railway line.
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Friars Lane and Chantry Lane were originally one continuous thoroughfare
known as Friars Lane. This was one of Beverley’s ancient routes dating back to
at least the 14th century, leading from the Minster past the Friary and onward
towards the moated St Nicholas’ Hospital at Paradise Garth (see map below).

Chantry Lane looking towards Priory Road, 1990s. The old wall
on the left, which marked the medieval boundary of the Friary
precinct, has been preserved to this day.

1990s looking east and Armstrong Way is complete, with
the entrance into Chantry Lane now blocked off.

Flemingate
Flemingate was one of Beverley’s earliest streets, first mentioned in 1221 when
Flemish merchants from Flanders settled there to conduct their weaving
businesses.
Over the centuries leather tanning became an important trade in the town.
There were many small tanneries in the Flemingate area as it was close to the
beck, which provided the water needed for tanning processes. The beck also
gave access to the River Hull and beyond so that hides and raw materials could
be transported along it and unloaded.

The tannery closed down in 1978 leaving behind just a chemical works (Hodgson
Chemicals and later Clariant). The former tannery part of the site was purchased
by Wykeland Group in 1980 and they created the Museum of Army Transport.

Kevin Stevenson Holmes
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By 2005 the chemical works and museum had closed and Wykeland Group
began planning re-development of the 16 acre site into the present Flemingate
shopping centre.

Kevin Stevenson Holmes

In 1812 William Hodgson set up a tannery on this site. As the business
expanded, it absorbed the premises of smaller tanneries in the vicinity.

By 1940 the tannery, which had now been taken over by Barrow, Hepburn &
Gale, was the largest in the country with 850 employees. During the 1960s
250,000 cattle hides were processed annually but by the mid 1970s, owing to
global competition and the use of synthetic materials, the company was in
difficulties.

Looking north along St Nicholas Road, 2008. The chemical works and
Army Transport museum had closed and the buildings were empty
and abandoned.
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Most of the concrete and brick rubble was crushed
and re-used as hardcore on the site.
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Demolition of the site began in 2009.

The construction of the East Riding College in the distance was
well under way in February 2015.
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Houses were constructed on the eastern side of the site in 2012. Piles had to be sunk at least 9ft deep before
they could get a firm footing due to the depth of the old tanning pits which had been on the site previously.
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An archaeological dig in 2012 revealed medieval
remains of houses and workshops and also the
course of the Tan Dyke which ran into the beck.
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From the roof of the chemical
works, 1990s.

The tannery site c.1950 looking north with Flemingate running
along the bottom of the photo.

The East Riding College was completed in September 2015 and the rest of the site was
opened in November of that year.

The retail area of the development was being built by summer 2015.

9. The Armstrong site was cleared in 1983. Looking south along
Eastgate towards the back of the Friary.

10. The new housing development under construction, 1987.

11. Eastgate looking north, 2009.
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1. Eastgate looking north c.1900, with the vicarage extension on the
far left. The shop on the right was Richard Care’s second grocery shop,
the first being in Saturday Market.

The Old Minster Vicarage standing on the corner of
Eastgate and Minster Yard North was built in 1703,
although some of its structure is medieval. An extension
was added in the 19th century which protruded into
Eastgate, narrowing the road at this point.

In 1938 Armstrong Patents, as it was now called, built
new and larger works on Eastgate and employed around
450 workers. Expansion continued in the 1960s until the
works backed on to the former Dominican friary, which
was subsequently purchased by the company with the
intention of demolishing it.

Eastgate has seen some dramatic changes over the past
100 years, particularly on its eastern side. In 1917 Gordon
Armstrong, needing to expand his car manufacturing
business on North Bar Within, purchased a site on
Eastgate which had formerly been occupied by Crosskill’s
agricultural implement works. It was here that Armstrong
produced munitions and tractors. In 1919 he also
produced the first of several models of shock absorbers.

8. Looking south along Eastgate, c.1980 with the
Constitutional Hall in the distance.

3. Armstrong Patents looking east, c.1959. The buildings to the left were
the repurposed agricultural works. The white building to the right was
built in 1938.

7. Looking north along Eastgate, c.1970 with the Friary gate
in its new position on the left.

By 1981, hit by the decline in the British car industry,
Armstrong’s closed its Eastgate works and the site was
cleared and re-developed into housing and sheltered
accommodation. There were stipulations that the original
street line be followed, that high quality building
materials be used and that the development should fit in
sympathetically with the Minster and Friary.

In 1964, as Armstrong Patents continued to expand, the
16th century Friary Gate and its surrounding wall, which
had stood on the eastern side of Eastgate, needed to be
relocated in order to protect it. It was moved 40 yards
across the road to form part of the newly extended
vicarage wall which replaced the demolished vicarage
extension and the three cottages.

In the early 1960s the vicarage extension was demolished
along with three cottages alongside it in order that the
road could be widened.

Eastgate

2. This 1925 photo was taken further south on the corner of Minster Yard
North. The vicarage extension can be seen on the left. On the right the Old
Friary gate and wall can just be seen in its original position.
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6. The Friary gate and wall were moved to the opposite side of
Eastgate in 1964.

5. Taken from the Minster roof, 1960. Demolition had started on the
vicarage extension and the three cottages to the left of it were next.
Armstrong’s white factory buildings had expanded all the way to the back
of the Friary on the right of the photo.

4. The corner of Minster Yard North, 1960. The vicarage extension was still
standing on the left. The old Friary Gate and wall was still in its original
position on the east side of the road, but note how Armstrong’s had erected
a new building behind it.
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10. Demolition work started on the mill in 2000 while more housing
was being built on the north side of the beck.

11. The gateway to the old town prison (which once stood on Toll Gavel)
can be seen in front of the partly-demolished mill. It was meant to have
been preserved but, sadly, it didn’t survive.

12. New housing was completed by 2005 and all that was left to do was
the landscaping of the beck’s banks.

3. In 1984 the head of the beck was drained and re-lined, and a storm
drain was diverted to the beck head in order to improve flow.
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9. Housing construction near the flyover in 1999. The pumping station on
the left was demolished but the site is still used by Yorkshire Water.

The beck continued to be used commercially until the
1990s. BOCM Paul’s Mill (previously called Barkers & Lee
Smith) was situated on the south side, manufacturing oil
and animal feed.

By the middle of the 19th century there were several
warehouses along the wharves, two coal yards, a bone
and linseed mill, a brick and tile works and the Navigation
Iron Works where iron boats were built. Further down
the beck, between Tan Dyke and the lock, there were
market gardens.

The beck was also Beverley’s direct link to the River Hull
and the Humber, serving as a small port. Imports during
the 18th century included coal, turves, bricks, tiles,
building stone, iron, salt and flour.

For over 800 years until fairly recently, the beck had been
associated with commerce and industry. In medieval
times a wide range of activities took place beside it
including leather working, tanning, wool cleaning, textile
working and brick making, all of which required a good
supply of water.

8. Cherry’s engineering works, formerly the Navigation Iron Works,
was empty and awaiting demolition in 1995.

Without industry to pollute it, the beck was no longer a
contaminated waterway filled with tannery effluent,
oil slicks and even dead animals. After being dredged in
2003, it is now clean and home to all sorts of wildlife.

Today residential housing lines both sides of the beck as
far as the flyover. The only sign that this area was once
heavily industrial is a hand crane which stands on Crane
Hill Wharf and the now truncated iron posts which once
supported Hodgson’s overhead gantry crane. Also, if you
look carefully, you can still see the rails on which a grab
crane ran near Crane Hill Wharf.

By the end of the 1990s the various industries on the
beck had closed down and the buildings were empty and
waiting to be demolished.

Hodgson’s Tannery had massive warehouses on the north
side where they unloaded and stored hides and tanning
materials. These were transported up the beck on their
fleet of 17 barges, the last of which (Syntan) is moored on
the beck today.

The Beck

2. Hodgson’s warehouse is on the left, c.1970, with its overhead gantry
crane for unloading hides and materials from their fleet of barges.
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1. Looking towards the head of the beck, 1933, with Barkers mill on the left
and the outfall from Tan Dyke on the right, in front of the barge.
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7. This derelict building was once a coal yard and then later became
Constable’s builders yard (left) and Marin’s boat yard (right), 1990.

6. Newer buildings belonging to BOCM Paul’s mill on the left, 1990.

5. The house belonging to Thew’s market gardens, 1988.

4. The re-built beck head was shortened by a few feet.
Barker’s mill on the right had been bought out by Paul’s in 1975.
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