Markets and fairs were traditionally set up by Royal Charter. The
earliest charter for Beverley was granted under Thurstan,
Archbishop of York in the early 12th century, with the first
recorded fair in 1121 and the first recorded market in 1128.

Under this charter two weekly markets were granted to
Beverley, on a Saturday and a Wednesday. Markets were held
weekly, but fairs were annual occasions, and the charter
granted Beverley four fairs per year on set days, each
associated with its own religious festival. Later, one of the fairs
(at Michaelmas in November) became a hiring fair. This
exhibition looks at fairs and how they have changed from
trading events to the pleasure fairs we know today.

A market in full swing around the Market Cross in Saturday Market, painted by
Clennell around 1830-1840.

Market places themselves were traditionally associated with the sites of
early churches. Where there was an important church, such as a
minster, congregations of people attracted traders. Beverley's location
was also ideal as a trading centre, with routes from Wolds villages
converging on the edge of the Hull valley, and the Beck linking the town
to the River Hull and the outside world.

Tolls from trade were of profit to the Church, so church and trade often
went together, and medieval markets were often held in, or alongside a
churchyard. In Beverley the earliest market place was probably
adjacent to the Minster. The exhibition looks at the different areas that

Deserted stalls in the cattle market, in 2000, after the market had
closed. [From Susan Pugh]
have been used as market places, from the medieval area of

Originally livestock was traded at the fairs in different Wednesday Market to the increasing prominence of Saturday Market.
locations, from the Westwood, to North Bar Within to

Norwood, and finally to the cattle market, which is also

included in the exhibition.

Other topics covered by the exhibition include the issue of
keeping order at a time when there were a lot of visitors
from out of town, many of them with an unaccustomed
amount of money in their pockets and a determination to

spend it on having fun, particularly in the many inns around
Aenal view of Saturday
the market places. Market from the north,
looking towards the
Minster, in 1907.

BeveRLey. Tur Maakey

Three views of Saturday Market from between 1900 and 1910. At that time carts were used as stalls, and this practice continued at least until the 1920s.
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Today we often think of fairs as the once-yearly travelling
fun fair, like Hull fair which visits Walton Street every
October.

But these fairs developed from older yearly fairs, many
dating back to the middle ages.

Medieval fairs were occasions for buying and selling, often
of particular goods such as horses, or cloth.

Because fairs were often held on Saints days, they were
also times for entertainment. Merchants travelled along

way to visit fairs, and they were important in the middle

ages for the spreading of news and ideas. Saturday Market, Beverley: Fair Scene at Night (1920) by Thomas Bonfrey Burton
9 P 9 This painting may show a November fair in Beveriey, but it is also possible that rides like
this were present at weekly markets.

Beverley Fairs

Towns were given the right to hold fairs by Royal charter.
Archbishop Thurstan in the early 12th century was granted
a charter to hold four fairs per year, each lasting up to five
days. Fairs in England always tended to be associated with
a saint’s feast. Beverley’s medieval fairs were:

¢ Feast of St John of Beverley 7 May
* Ascension Day or Cross Fair early summer
e Feast of St John the Baptist 21-5 June

Translation of St John of Beverley 25 October.

The four annual fairs lasted from the middle ages until the
twentieth century, although the dates on which they were
held changed over the years.

This photo from the Art Gallery collection shows fairground rides on the Westwood.
Perhaps these rides were part of a travelling circus rather than a fair?

By the late eighteenth century, Beverley held fairs on:

o the Thursday before 25 February;
e Holy Thursday;

e July5;

* 5 November.

In the nineteenth century these fairs were called:
Candlemas; Holy Thursday or Mayday; Midsummer;
Ringing Day.

All these fairs were for the sale of cattle and horses, and
were held on North Bar Within or Without. One or other of

- T - the two market places was used at the same time for selling

An annual horse fair is still held every August at Brigg in North more general goods.
Lincolnshire.



The fairs attracted people from far afield, very different from “the
locals” of market day. Highgate, the “alta via” that bordered the market
place near the Minster, was lined with the stalls of “Londoners™ and
men from York. These would pull the crowd because they brought
goods not generally available at the weekly market. Animals were
paraded and traded on fair days, including sheep and horses. The
great horse fair was held on Ascension Day-eve (the Cross Fair). A toll
was paid for the animal to enter Beverley, and again if it was sold.

Extract from “The diary of Robert Shamp of South Cave. Life in a
Yorkshire village 1812-1837":

“Friday 5" July 1833. This is Beverley midsummer fair day a fine
day it has been; | think there have many people gone, it is amongst
other things a fair for Pigs, and several poor people who can raise
as much money generally buy a Pig, to feed for the Winter.”

. i
Horses and carts on display in Saturday Market, possibly as part of a fair or parade.
[From E.Webster]

“The market place was used for fairs two or three times a year. I think it was the
week preceding Hull Fair there was a big fair, and the week after Hull Fair there was
always a fair. And they used to take the main square up at the top end near Burtons.
There used to be the waltzer and all sorts, the caterpillar, which was where if you'd
just discovered girls you went on it because ... you sat on the scats and this big green
canvas top came over you, and you went up and down in the dark round and round.
That’s where all the teenagers made for. The waltzer was a new ride then, you used to
sit in the thing and it would swizz you round it was quite, we thought, daring then,
but when you see the rides now you know it wasn’t. There was always candy floss
and toffee apples and things like that, and sweets, there was always some sort of

sweets and that.” [Bryan Drew]

Looking down Highgate (“Londoners’ Street’) towards the Minster. This was the
street that connected Wednesday Market with the Minster, and was where the
Londoners and men of York had their stalls (although it would not have looked

like this then! [From G .Gooding]

By the twentieth century, the sale of livestock as part of the
fairs had dwindled away. In 1928, sheep and cattle were
only sold on the Ringing Day fair.

In the meantime, the pleasure part of the fairs — the rides
and shows and games stalls - had become more important.
These funfairs were held on Saturday Market.

By the 1920s, there were fairs before and after Hull fair in
early October.

In 1960, four pleasure fairs a year were held on a car park
in Morton lane, and in 1987 three pleasure fairs were held.

A small roundabout at a country fair. [Onginally published in
W.H.Pyne's “The Costume of Great Britain” in 1804]







