Looking at Lairgate
Introduction and early history
Otherwise known as Lathegate in the mid-13th century and Back
Street in the 18th and 19th centuries, Lairgate means ‘street of
barns’ but has also been known as the ‘street of warehouses’ as
they were so many there. The suburban southern end has also
been known as Maison Dieu Lane and Ratten Row. The latter name
probably derived from ‘Retting Row’ after the ‘retting pits’ where
flax was steeped, creating foul smells in the area.
ERALS DDX1525/1/5 (31)

In 1751 four houses ‘burnt down in Ratton Row with all furniture
and apparel the inhabitants narrowly escaping with their lives. It
happen’d about midnight.’
Fallen tree blocking the junction of Lairgate with Keldgate in 1909.

ERALS PH/1/32

A new road was built in 1925 to link up with Queensgate
in order to reduce congestion at the south end of Lairgate.
Previously the way out of town to the south west was along
the south end of Lairgate and on to Keldgate which was
once completely blocked by a fallen tree.

Two-way traffic in the narrow north end of Lairgate in 1957, before the one-way
system came into effect.

Medieval Lairgate
Lairgate was one of the principal streets of medieval Beverley. It
was recorded as le Lathegate in 1270 and Laithgate, or Laythgate,
in 1367.

Lairgate becomes narrower towards the north. In the early
20th century a 5 mph speed limit was introduced to slow
traffic down from 20 mph in order to enter North Bar Within
safely. When Lairgate was widened in 1968 and became
part of the one-way system, at least one older motorist
created chaos by driving into oncoming traffic.
Groups of terraces are interspersed with some large 18th
century houses, almshouses, many offices, several public
houses and a hotel. Short streets and passageways lead into
the town centre.

PSMA License Data: This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office Crown Copyright 2014. Ordnance Survey 100023383.

Lairgate was roughly parallel with the town ditch, with its bars at
Keldgate and Newbegin, and fed into the North Bar route and the
road to York. It seems never to have been a merchants’ or traders’
street, but acted as a service street for the “High Street” from
North Bar via Saturday Market – Toll Gavel – Butcher Row and
Highgate to the Minster.
A close network of alleys, yards and “moorgates” linked Lairgate
with the High Street from the 13th century, including Narrow Lane
(named in 1409) and Mercer Row (1421). In the medieval period
there was great pressure on space fronting the market place, Toll
Gavel and Butcher Row, and much of the pattern of the building
plots has been preserved until today. Many of them extended as
far as Lairgate – take the Green Dragon as an example.
On the western side of Lairgate there seem to have been orchards
and gardens, with some pasture, and the size and outlines of
the medieval plots is uncertain. Possibly there were barns, or
storehouses, workshops and stables. They would be built of
wood, and fires were not uncommon. Two lanes from Lairgate
to Westwood have survived – Newbegin and Catfoss Lane (now
Grayburn Lane).
The street certainly did not have a continuous line of buildings.
When Beverley declined in the 16th century, various plots off
Lairgate, where there was “waste” land, were probably redefined
or consolidated.

Museums & Galleries: Beverley Guildhall, 2019-20

Ordnance Survey map from 1892 showing the Lairgate network of streets.
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The Rackets

From the map on the previous panel a network of narrow passages (or ‘rackets’) can be seen leading from Lairgate
to Saturday Market and Toll Gavel. Many of these are still in use and signs of their history can still be seen.
Narrow Racket (1)
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Kloskk Tyrer

Narrow Racket is an alley that runs
from Lairgate, opposite Newbegin, to
Saturday Market, dating back to the
1400s. The buildings on both sides
of the racket were formerly medieval
‘burgage plots’, laid out roughly at
right angles to the market place, with
a house or shop facing the market and
a yard or garden behind it. ‘Burgage
plots’ formed the basis of Beverley’s
medieval town plan, with the market
being the central feature and the
houses and shops of the wealthy
merchants surrounding and enclosing
the market.
Narrow Racket, with building over the top at the Saturday Market end (left) and chalk blocks still visible (right)

Narrow Racket, like most of the alleyways in the town, passes
underneath the building at the market end (space being at a
premium) and here the roof contains some medieval timbers.
The building to the north (previously Briggs & Powell, now Jack
Wills) has an early 19th century shop front with 18th century

buildings behind. To the south the property was built by
William Middleton in 1777. The brick wall behind the property
contains chalk blocks, an early building material which
probably came from the chalk quarries on Westwood.

Turner’s Yard (2)
Turner’s Yard runs between Lairgate and Saturday Market. It has been called Turner’s
Yard, Fenton’s Passage and Green’s Passage after people who had businesses there. At
some time, probably in the early 19th century as the town population grew, many small
buildings were created down the side of this passage. In the 1851 census there were 7
families living there. These included a widow charwoman, a dressmaker, a laundress, 2
labourers, an army pensioner/basket maker and a pauper. Blocked up doors and windows
can be seen in the north wall and there is even a recess for a foot scraper. The cottages
were condemned in 1958 and were no longer used as housing.
The Yard is now named after Matthew Turner (c.1769 – 1856) whose premises were on
the north side. He was a Beverley printer and bookseller, with a circulating library. Turner
set up a charity to reward long-serving female servants who worked within 8 miles of the
Guildhall. Turner’s printing business passed on to the Green family who published the
Beverley Guardian from 1856.

Windmill Walk runs from Lairgate to Toll Gavel and
dates back to at least 1835. It has previously been
known as Windmill Place, Windmill Passage and
Gardham’s Yard (Tom Gardham was a grocer).

Kloskk Tyrer

Windmill Walk (3)
Turner’s Yard, with blocked up doors and
windows visible, and even a foot scraper
remaining in the wall.

Kloskk Tyrer

Green Dragon Passage (4)

Windmill Walk

Green Dragon Passage is a colloquial name for
Green Dragon Passage
the passage that runs on the southern side
of the Green Dragon pub. The pub itself dates
from the 17th century or earlier. The inn had a brewery, stabling and coach house behind,
bordering the passage that still leads to Lairgate.

Museums & Galleries: Beverley Guildhall, 2019-20

Kloskk Tyrer

The Windmill Inn was formerly a row of 17th
century cottages. The lane was lined with
cottages on both sides although there are no
remnants now visible. The south side has been
largely re-built during the 20th century. The
shop to the north, facing into Toll Gavel, is an
early 18th century building and the shop to the
south is early 19th century.
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The Lairgate yard of the new Beverley Building Society
in the 1980s, now on Saturday Market. Note the dark
roof tiles, which are the original hand-made tiles.

Beverley Building Society on the far left of the picture in
the 1970s.

James Mills, another partner,
was a founder member
of the Beverley Mutual
Improvement Society
and Beverley Permanent
Benefit Society, Clerk to the
Magistrates and Town Clerk.
Another partner, Stephen
Ellis Todd was Registrar and
High Bailiff in 1892.

The County Court office, later the offices of Crust, Todd
& Mills and now part of Lairgate Hotel.

The offices of Crust, Todd & Mills, solicitors, were on the corner of
Grayburn Lane (now part of Lairgate Hotel). On the 1892 map their
office was the County Court Office, where Thomas Crust was Town Clerk
for 38 years and County Court Registrar for 27 years.

Crust, Todd & Mills (5)

The Hull Banking Co was on the west side of
Lairgate at the corner of Cross Keys Yard opposite
Old Waste, with G.S. Lundie as manager. The
manager in 1840 was William Tigar.

The Hull Banking Co. (4)

By 1981 the Beverley Building Society had moved
onto Saturday Market, but the yard to the rear still
opened onto Lairgate.

A door at the side of Beverley Building Society,
numbered 16A, led to a big yard with an L-shaped
cottage and outside privy. Window cleaner William
Palmer owned the property in 1925 where a ‘minifarm‘ developed with small outbuildings housing a
pig, rabbits, and canaries.

The Beverley Permanent Benefit Building Society
was at 16 Lairgate in 1937 and opened on Fridays
from 6.30-8p.m. and Saturday from 3-4 p.m.

Beverley Building Society (3)

The Telephone Exchange on the
corner of Newbegin housed the
switchboards for Hull Telephones.
The lady caretaker lived on the
premises with her son Lenny.
When a new WC was installed in
the property, she proudly showed
it off to a visitor who observed
she must be glad to get rid of the
old one. However, she revealed
she hadn’t got rid of all of it,
because she now used the old
toilet lid as a bread board!

Painting “Visit to the Lawyer” by Fred Elwell (1913)
in the offices of Rollitt, Farrell & Bladon.

Beverley Savings Bank, later the offices of
Hobson’s Solicitors then Rollitt, Farrell & Bladon.
Also a Reading Room in the 19th century.

Originally the East Riding Bank, the building on the corner
of Newbegin became the Telephone Exchange.
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The East Riding Bank, formerly Beckett & Co.
established in 1818, was on the corner of
Newbegin and Lairgate, next to the Beverley
Savings Bank. Ernest Beckett came from Leeds,
and George Duncombe J.P. of Beverley was
one of the partners. Deposits of up to £11,000
were received in the first year from mainly
Conservative customers such as the proprietors
of the Beverley Guardian, the Archbishop of
York and Mr. J.R. Pease of the Quaker Banking
family. This was the bank which called in the
debt of iron foundry owner William Crosskill,
bankrupting him as a result. The building later
became the Telephone Exchange.

The East Riding Bank (2)

Frederick Hobson (mayor from 1897 to 1899) was also
Superintendent Registrar of Births and Deaths, and Christopher
Hobson was Clerk to the Guardians. Neville Hobson was Clerk
to Beverley Rural District Council and on the National Council of
England. He instigated the Church Lads Brigade in Beverley and
was offered a knighthood which he declined.

The old Beverley Savings Bank building was taken over by F.G. &
C.W. Hobson, then Neville Hobson Solicitors, later becoming Rollitt,
Farrell & Bladon.

Hobson’s Solicitors, later Rollitt, Farrell & Bladon (1)

The Savings Bank opened on Saturdays, fair days and during sittings
(hiring fairs) with a view to attracting the small saver. A Reading
Room stacked with books was on the ground floor of the offices.

The Beverley Savings Bank had been established in Hengate in 1818,
but moved to new premises on Lairgate in 1843, at a cost of £1,663,
with the promise – ‘habits of economy and prudence will be formed;
you who are young and unmarried or not burthened with families
may save a sum which will assist you in your future establishment, in
furnishing your cottage, in the purchase of a cow...’.

Beverley Savings Bank (1)

Lairgate has long been, and still is, the business quarter of Beverley, with numerous banks and solicitors’ offices, many of them located at the northern end of the street.
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Banks and lawyers

Pat Deans collection (D28 P135)
ERYMS: 1997.29

Pat Deans collection (D28 P139)
Pat Deans collection (D28 P138)
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Pat Deans collection (D28 P161)
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Stylish drawing room with hand-painted Chinese wallpaper in the 1980s.

The Hall c.1918 when it was still a private residence.

Rear-Admiral Walker died in 1925 and was the last
private resident of The Hall, his wife having predeceased him in 1906. The Hall became known for
many years as Admiral Walker Hall.

He also contributed a good part of the cost of
the new Lord Roberts Road which was opened in
1909. After the formal opening of the road he was
presented with the Freedom of the Borough. In his
speech at the presentation, the Mayor (Councillor
Care) said the award was not in connection with the
new road but “a recognition of the many kind and
generous acts rendered so unostentatiously”.

The Hall in the 1980s
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Admiral Walker at the head of the procession with mayor
Richard Care at the opening of the new Lord Roberts
Road in 1909.

Rear-Admiral Walker was a regular churchgoer, attending services at St John’s Chapel and
the Minster. He bought himself a bicycle and paid for a central track to be laid down Minster
Moorgate so he could ride to church.

The Hall was bought by James Walker in 1808
and restored by the Walker family in 1867. James
Walker’s third son, Charles Francis Walker, became
a Rear-Admiral in 1888 and took up residence at the
Hall. As well as being a Justice of the Peace for the
East Riding he was a trustee of several local charities.
His charitable gifts to the town included reading
rooms in Keldgate and Beckside, a public fountain at
Beckside and a rifle range in Lord Roberts Road. As
an aid to the war effort he kept a herd of Highland
cattle on his parkland.

The Walkers

After Admiral Walker died, the Estate, amounting to over 40 acres, was sold
to Beverley Corporation. Between 1926 and 1930 the Corporation built 119
council houses in three areas around the Estate, with 180 plots laid out for
private purchase. A triangle of land was left undisturbed for “the formation
of a green” and to form “an interesting entrance to the Estate from Lairgate
and Minster Moorgate”. In 1930 the Hall itself became Beverley Municipal
Offices. A £400,000 refurbishment of the Hall with its large extension was
opened in 1982 and is now occupied by several private companies.

The estate is sold

The Hall and grounds looking towards Beverley Minster
c.1842.

1892 OS map showing the extent of the grounds around the
Hall.

Cantilevered staircase.

The servant block was built adjoining the north-west corner
to ensure that the windows of the main house got the best
views. Two original windows were replaced by a Regency
porch. Expensive Westmorland slate was used on the roof.
Master plasterer, Joseph Rose created stucco cornices and
plasterwork ceiling featuring musical instruments. A domed
window casts light down over the cantilevered staircase. A
drawing room still retains hand-painted Chinese wallpaper,
pasted directly on to the plaster. In thrifty households,
expensive paper would be mounted on to canvas and
battens so it could be moved if required.

Sixth baronet, Sir James Pennyman, served as Mayor of
Beverley in 1772 and MP for Beverley from 1774-1790.
He died at Richmond in 1808 aged 76. Reputed to be a
spendthrift, he added several large-scale rooms in 1771 on
the west front, probably designed by John Carr of York who
also designed the Assembly Rooms in 1760.

In 1748 Thomas Pennyman bought ‘St Giles’, the home of
the Appleyard family which had fronted onto Lairgate. When
Sir James Pennyman acquired the property in the 1760s, he
had it set back from the road so that informal landscaped
gardens could be laid out. He arranged a 21-year lease from
Beverley Corporation for nearby St. Giles’ Croft fields, and
the estate stretched from Lairgate up to the Westwood.

The Pennymans

From Kemp, 1848

One of the most important buildings on Lairgate is Lairgate Hall, usually known simply as “The Hall”. Built in the 18th century it was owned by the Pennyman family and later by the
Walker family. Used as municipal offices in the 1930s it is now owned by a management company and occupied by several private companies.

The Hall

Pat Deans collection (D28 P159)

Pat Deans collection (D28 P148)
ERALS: DDX805/1
Pat Deans collection (D28 P155)

County Hall corner
The land on which County Hall now stands was once part of ‘Cross Garths’. This may have included the western
part (fronting on Lairgate), although there is a natural boundary (a drain, probably culverted in the 18th or 19th
century) between the two areas. There is reference in the 1600s to the area as once belonging to the Pomroy
family. Part of this was sold to the Wilberforce family and part to the Althorpes in the 1650s/1660s. In this panel
we look at some of the later buildings that stood on this area of Lairgate.

No. 63 Lairgate (2)

Dianne Smith
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From Markham 1991 “The building in Cross Street”

The Manse stayed in the possession of the Congregational
Church until 1939 when it was bought by East Riding County
Council and amalgamated with County Hall.

The Manse, no 63 and The Gables (left to right of picture) today, now all part of
County Hall. Note the variation in the roof lines showing the different buildings.

Left: inside The Gables garden in the 1960s, showing the entrance to the former Bravinder’s
Yard and (right) the Lairgate entrance to the former Bravinder’s Yard today.

No. 65 Lairgate/ Lairgate House/ The Gables (3)
The Wilberforce family had bought the land
on which The Gables stands by 1649. The
house itself was probably built in the late 18th
century. By 1803 it was in the ownership of
William Henry Pennyman of Nafferton and
Charlotta Bethell of Rise (widow of William
Bethell of Rise) and had been occupied by
James Pennyman. In 1803 the house and
grounds were sold to General George Garth,
a retired Commander in the British Army. He
died unmarried but left the house to Mrs Anne
Robinson, who had resided with him and whose
youngest son was adopted by Garth, for the
duration of her life. On her death the house was
sold to William Brigham, a grocer in the town.
In 1853 Brigham’s trustees sold the house to
Hugh Ker Cankrien. By that time Cankrien had
bought no. 63 Lairgate and the ‘cottages’ in
the grounds. He converted the properties into
one dwelling and the whole became known as
‘Lairgate House’. Cankrien lived there from the
1850s until his death in 1889.
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After being separated from The Manse, no. 63 was
owned and occupied by several people until it was
bought in 1807 by William Bethell Wilkinson, a tallow
chandler of Beverley. Wilkinson built 6 ‘cottages’
within the garden of no. 63. Unfortunately by 1812 he
had got into debt and sold the house and cottages to
Samuel Fentiman of Beverley. When Fentiman died the
properties passed to his widow, Sarah Mary, who in
1827 was remarried to William Bravinder, a furniture
broker. Bravinder owned the properties for over 25 years
and lived in one of the cottages on the site, the row of
cottages becoming known as ‘Bravinder’s Yard’.
Bravinder sold the main house in 1850 to Hugh Ker
Cankrien, a retired barrister, whose family had moved to
the area from the Netherlands.

Cankrien died childless and left the
property to his nieces. It was sold
from owner to owner until it was
bought in 1921 by Dr Hugh Munro.
By this time it was known as ‘The
Gables’. Dr Munro and his family
lived in part of the property, turning
the other part into a GP surgery. Dr
Peter McKinlay joined the practice
in 1930 and bought ‘The Gables’
when Dr Munro retired in 1948. Dr
McKinlay emigrated to New Zealand
in 1957 and sold the property to
Beverley Rural District Council. The
surgery was still housed in part of
‘The Gables’ until the early 1970s.

From Markham 1991 “The building in Cross Street”

Originally the dwellings known as The Manse and No. 63 Lairgate
were one property. Historic England lists the building as probably
being built in the late 17th century. As the Althorpes bought it
from the Pomroys in 1665, it is possible that there was a dwelling
there at that time. This ended up in the ownership of John
Crawford (via his father-in-law Robert Crockatt of Pocklington)
who sold it to the trustees of the Congregational Church in
Beverley in 1743. The Congregational Church installed their
Minister in part of the property, which became known as The
Manse. The other part of the property (later no. 63 Lairgate),
which was separated by a ‘partition wall’, was sold on by the
church trustees in 1743.

Dianne Smith

The Manse (1)

The Gables from the garden in the 1960s

With Local Government
Reorganisation in 1974, Beverley
Ordnance Survey map from c1960 showing the
Borough Council inherited ‘The
location of the surgery.
Gables’ from the defunct Rural
District Council. The Borough Council sold it to Humberside County Council and
it was incorporated in the County Hall extensions of the early 1980s, along with
‘The Manse’.
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The chapel survived as a prominent feature in
Lairgate for 100 years. The Lairgate church finally
closed in September 1976 and was demolished in
about 1984. A block of three houses was built on the
site soon afterwards.

In 1886 the old chapel itself was demolished to
make way for a new chapel. Many of the bricks were
cleaned and incorporated into the new building.
The architect was Mr Brownlow Thompson of Hull.
The new chapel was a larger and higher building
described as Early English Gothic, seating 520 people.

By the time the Rev. Robert Shepherd took over the
ministry in 1871 the schoolroom was very cramped,
the chapel in a bad state of repair and the people
discouraged.

The Presbyterian Meeting House was demolished in
1800 and another ‘neat’ Independent Chapel built in
its place, with a schoolroom built at the back.

In 1743 a nearby house and garden were bought from
a Mr Crawford for £300 to serve as the Minister’s
residence (the Manse (2)). Part of the house (No.63)
was sold the following month for £160.

The first meeting house was blown down in a storm
in February 1715 but was re-built by October.

Parishioners could buy their pews or seats, although
this was discontinued in 1787. An odd entry in the
minutes for 1707 reads “Pew no. 4: Mr Nich. Dixon for
the use of Scotchmen for ever.”

According to a 1704 deed, land on the west side of
Lairgate, “20 yards in length, 19 yards in breadth,”
was purchased by the “Dissenters in Beverley called
Presbyterians” from a William Stoute. Eight trustees
took charge of the land and a Chapel was built by
subscription. The Independents’ first Minister was the
Reverend John Steere who served until 1715.

ERALS: DDX865/2/2
Pat Deans collection (D28 P103)

The chapel on the far side of Lairgate in 1983 during the
rebuilding of the County Hall site opposite.

The Church Methodist chapel that existed briefly on the
corner of Landress Lane.

A terrace of three small houses was built on the
site of the chapel after it was demolished c.1984

The building is now
a furniture store.

The Congregational schoolroom, built 1879, on the corner
of Landress Lane, now a furniture shop.
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By 1871 the schoolroom had become very cramped. When the site of the Church
Methodist Chapel was offered for sale in 1879 the Congregational Church bought
it for £270 and a new schoolroom was built from plans by Mr Joseph Stamford, a
member of the church. The foundation stone was laid by the Reverend Professor
William Barker of Rotherham College, and the schoolroom opened later that
year with 150 scholars. On each anniversary of its opening the scholars were
given a bun and an orange. The orange was probably carried over from the 1820s
when scholars were given an orange each on the condition that they did not
attend the Beverley Races.

In 1821 a schoolroom for a “Sabbath School” was built at the back of the
Independent Chapel, with seats for 120 people and a small vestry off it. There
was an entrance from the chapel on each side of the pulpit, but the main
entrance from the street was on the left side of the chapel (see picture, top left).

Congregational schoolroom (3)

The school hall for the Congregational Church
was later built on the same site (see below).

The chapel was an impressive mock Gothic
structure that seated 800 people, but at the
time of opening it had almost no members.
The chapel closed 5 years later in 1830, and
was demolished in 1840, the materials being
re-used to build the St John’s Chapel of Ease.

After a split from the Primitive Methodists, a Church Methodist chapel was built at the
junction of Landress Lane in 1825. The Church Methodists were led by Mark Robinson, a
Beverley draper, and by Anthony Atkinson, who became Mayor in 1840. William Crosskill
of the Crosskill Iron and Waggon Company
was another founder member.

The Congregational chapel, built 1886, seen from the south (left) and north (right) in 1977.

The ‘neat’ Independent Chapel, built in 1800

ERALS: DDX1525/1/5 (48)

Church Methodist Chapel (3)

ERALS: DDX865/2/3

Lairgate Independent / Congregational Church (1)

Churches, chapels and schools

Pat Deans collection (D28 P105)

ERYMS: 1997.292
Colin Bradshaw
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By the 21st century further renovation was
required. In 2013 improvements were made
to the fabric of the hall and frontage, including
restoring the Gothic windows, with financial
help from the East Riding of Yorkshire Council.

In 1950 St John’s Chapel was acquired for
conversion to a hall as a memorial to those who
fell in the Second World War. Although there
were many delays because of shortage of funds
the hall was eventually opened in 1959 after
being enlarged and substantially altered inside.

Following improvements to the situation in St
Mary’s and the Minster St John’s became less
popular. By 1939 it was said to have “largely
outlived its usefulness” and was closed. During
the war years it was briefly used again because
the windows were easier to black-out than
those of the Minster.

In the 19th century St John’s became the
fashionable church of Beverley because the
Minster was unheated and St Mary’s was damp.
From 1864 – 1892 there was also a very popular
ultra-Protestant preacher, Rev. W.B. Crickwell,
who drew large crowds to his remarkable
sermons.

A chapel of ease attached to the Minster and
dedicated to St John was opened on Lairgate in
1840 and consecrated in 1841. It was designed
in an Early English style by H.F.Lockwood of
Hull and built of grey brick with stone dressings
using materials from the demolished Church
Methodist Chapel in Landress Lane. The building
was simple, with only an undivided nave and
sanctuary.

St John’s Chapel in the early 20th century,
before it was converted for use as the
Memorial Hall in the 1950s.

The 1855 OS map shows the interior of the
chapel and the adjacent Parsonage.

St John’s Chapel in the 19th century

ERALS: DDX1321/5/39

In 1857 the Ivy House Boarding and Day School (3) was situated at the corner of Minster Moorgate with its
walled garden running along Lairgate up to the public house. Under ten-year olds paid 10 guineas a year and
over tens, 20 guineas. The school offered a wide curriculum including ‘English in all its branches, and especially
dictation to improve spelling, geography, practical land surveying, arithmetic, mercantile correspondence, bookkeeping by single and double entry.’

In the 1840s several dame schools were situated in Lairgate, run by Elizabeth Bodie, Mary Downs, Jane Lee and
James Smyth. An Infant School was run by Frances Gouldham.

The rear of the school and the old playground.
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The school closed in
1974 and the children transferred to the new St Mary’s School
on Eden Road.

1930s (the wall on the left is that of Crust, Todd & Mills
- see panel 3).

The children had to walk to Walkergate School for their
lunch. Younger children attending St. Mary’s Infant school
were expected to have an afternoon nap on uncomfortable
palliasses after lunch. The implementation of the 1944 Butler
Education Act meant the ejection of the 3 and 4 -year olds from
St. Mary’s Infants
as education was
made compulsory
from the age of 5,
upsetting many of
the younger ones.
The schoolroom was
sometimes also a
venue for lectures.
Schoolchildren walking down Grayburn Lane in the

Other schools on Lairgate

St Mary’s Mixed Infants school building as it is today.

Mr. Wilderspin also owned a company
supplying outside play apparatus, so St. Mary’s
Infants had a playground at the back of the
school, which was dominated by a huge pear
tree. During the Second World War with food
in short supply, when a large box arrived
from Canada it caused great curiosity and
excitement, quickly dashed on finding that it
was full of pears!

The present school building was erected in
1842. Victorian schools were built cheaply,
often with only 1 or 2 rooms and a teachers’
house attached. Miss Bamford with two
female teachers ran the school for several
years on the Samuel Wilderspin system which
excluded corporal punishment and promoted
learning through experience and play.

St Mary’s Infants School (2)

ERALS: DDX1544/1/17 (12)
Colin Bradshaw

St John’s Chapel of
Ease / Memorial Hall (1)

ERYMS: 1997.483

Churches, chapels and schools

Colin Bradshaw

Charitable foundations
Lairgate ran close to the line of the town ditch in medieval Beverley and was the edge of the built-up area of the
town. This was therefore not the most valuable land and there were open spaces, which made the street suitable
for establishment of a ‘hospital’ or almshouse for the poor.

The Maison de Dieu was mentioned in a will of 1444: “the Massendeu
of St John the Evangelist in Laregate” for paupers. In 1573 the charter
of Elizabeth I confirmed the rights of “Our tenement in Laregate … for
certain paupers” occupying 1.5 acres near the southern end of the street
on its western side. In 1697 it was described as “one old Hospital” housing
several poor women. It was owned by the Beverley Corporation. Eventually,
there were 16 almshouses on the site – possibly single rooms with some
communal space. There was rebuilding in 1823. About 1832 four of these
were converted to a private house: this is ‘Perran House’, 108 Lairgate.
The Maison de Dieu was different from most almshouses in Beverley in that
both men and women lived there, some in couples and some single. It was
not unusual for a daughter or grandchild to live with them. Residents were
nominated by the Mayor as “honest indigents”.
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ERALS: DDX1525/1/5 (33)

Maison de Dieu (1)

Part of the Maison de Dieu complex in the early 1900s - these were
fronting the road, perpendicular to Perran House, and have now been
demolished.

The so-called tenements were rent-free but no food was provided, though
there was casual assistance from charitable funds. Throughout the 19th
century there were usually more men than women in the Maison de Dieu,
all being slightly younger than those in other almshouses.
The Corporation inspected the rooms and named the occupants at council Perran House as seen in a recent sales brochure.
meetings. In December 1867 it was reported: “The Room occupied by
Charles Harrison was found to be unfit for habitation. Harrison should be required either to keep it wholesome or vacate it”. He was
sent a warning letter.
In the early 20th century much of the housing in Beverley yards was regarded as unfit and the Maison de Dieu was probably
sub-standard too. It was replaced by a purpose-built block of almshouses in Morton Lane, but the name was retained. The new
dedication plaque states “Maison de Dieu Built A.D. 1934 to replace Les Maison de Dieu Built A.D. 1823 in Lairgate”.

The Bede Houses (60-66 Lairgate) are a short terrace of four identical 1.5-storey
cottages, with dormer windows and prominent chimneys backing onto a car park.
The almshouses differ markedly from surrounding houses. They were rebuilt in
1862 on the site of four unendowed cottages of 17th century origin. The Mayor
nominated the occupants, who could be male or female. Like the other small
blocks of Victorian almshouses, the residents were less frail and dependent than
were those in communal buildings such as Ann Routh’s or Sir Michael Warton’s
Hospitals. In 1881 an inquest was held on Sarah Atkinson who burnt to death in
one of the Bede Houses. The little Bede Houses have been extended slightly at the
back in recent years.

Joan Kemp

Bede Houses (2)

The four Bede Houses on the west side of Lairgate today, seen
here from the north.

Quakers
The Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) was founded by George Fox, who visited Beverley in
1651 and addressed people in the Minster. By 1667 the Friends were established in Beverley and
a plot of land on Lairgate near the present Tiger Inn had been leased from Thomas Waite for use
as a burial ground (3). This was necessary because Friends were not permitted to be buried in the
consecrated grounds of the Established church.

1
3

In 1702 a meeting house was built on the plot in Lairgate. In 1714 the meeting house was rebuilt
and the burial ground further extended to accommodate the growing numbers of Friends. The
Lairgate meeting house was replaced by another one at the northern end of Wood Lane in 1810.
By 1857 the few remaining Beverley Friends joined with those of Hull but from about 1955
meetings were being held in the Congregational Schoolroom in Landress Lane until they moved to
the Walkergate school in 1957 and subsequently to a new site off Woodlands in 1961.
Museums & Galleries: Beverley Guildhall, 2019-20

1892 OS map showing detail of the
location of the Friends’ Burial Ground.
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Watts Bros
The Watts Brothers carrier business had a yard and adjacent house at No 49 Lairgate (1) from 1920 until the 1970s.
By 1928 Watts Bros had 27 employees on
the payroll and nine heavy motor vehicles.
Headquarters were still at Lairgate but
the courtyard had been roofed over to
create a garage with loading stands for
warehousing or transhipping between
vehicles. Arthur also had the garage
equipped with electric light in 1923 and
there was underground storage for 1500
gallons of petrol.

In 1878 the founder of the business,
John Watts (JW), bought an existing
carrier service (originally one horse
and cart) from Mr Backhouse. At this
time the carrier was the lifeblood of the
community, collecting and delivering
goods from one place to another.

Reproduced by courtesy of Chris Watson

Arthur Watts did not believe in paying to advertise his
business so the livery of the vans served as its own
advertisement.

Eventually the early livery was replaced with a large
map of the area served painted on each van. Many other
drivers were told to use the Watts Bros maps to find their
way around.

By the early 1960s WB had established
a working pattern based firmly on the
removals side of the business with storage
depositories and warehousing becoming
more important. Lairgate had long been
outgrown although for some time it was
retained as an office, the operations part
moving to Manor Park, which fortuitously
John Watts had purchased many years ago
as a place on which to graze his horse.
The operation at Manor Park flourished
but it was clear to Arthur that the
prospects of passing the firm down
through his fairly complex family tree
would prove difficult, and so in 1973
he was persuaded to sell the business
to British Fuels Ltd. who were seeking
to diversify away from their main fuel
interests. The individual autonomy of WB
was maintained and the jobs of staff were
safeguarded under the new owners.
Whilst running the business Arthur Watts
had for many years been interested in
civic duties and entered the local council
in 1934. For five consecutive years 1938 –
1943 he served as Mayor of Beverley with
his wife Bessie as Mayoress. This service to
the community was recognised in January
1947 when the town conferred the
Freedom of the Borough upon them both.

Pat Deans collection (D28 P130)

Arthur in particular was keen to expand
the activities of the business, and Watts
Bros became involved in new road
building schemes being developed by
local authorities across the East Riding
to cater for the increased numbers of
motor vehicles. The brothers invested
in a vehicle able to carry six tons of
road stone, with the ability to tip to the
rear or side to improve the efficiency of
unloading, which proved very profitable.
As the work programme stretched away
from their Beverley base WB built ‘living
vans’ that were hooked up behind the
lorries and parked on the working site
overnight. These became home for the
workmen and sometimes their families
as well.

Reproduced by courtesy of Chris Watson

In 1915 the Watts business entered
the motorised age and the service
grew steadily. By now JW’s two sons
William and Arthur were fully involved
in the organisation and running of the
company. As JW’s health declined it was
agreed that his sons should take over,
and to mark this change the business
adopted the new title of Watts Bros (WB)
in 1919.

The courtyard at 49 Lairgate had been roofed over to
serve as a garage by 1928.

Reproduced by courtesy of Chris Watson

Once in Hull, the deliveries done and
collections made, the horse and cart
went to Mytongate where stands were
organised so carriers could feed their
horses and pick up goods for delivery
on the homeward journeys. To improve
the service carriers employed young lads
who scampered up and down the narrow
alleys of Hull fetching and carrying
smaller packets and parcels while the
driver handled the larger goods. As time
went by some of the lads were issued
with ‘shop bikes’ (with baskets on the
front) to speed up the process.

After the First World War the business was
frequently used for household removals.
By 1932 a custom built removals van had
been introduced, which also suited the
many other transport roles for which
Watts Bros were becoming famous.

Reproduced by courtesy of Chris Watson

1

The Watts run started in Beverley,
travelling through Woodmansey and
Dunswell to end in Hull. The service
delivered newspapers to every hamlet
along the way and often gave lifts to
those wanting to sell their butter and
eggs in the big markets. There were
prearranged collection points on the
route because the carrier services ran at
regular times.

By the 1950s the Lairgate depot was often very busy.

Museums & Galleries: Beverley Guildhall, 2019-20

Changes to the Watts Bros properties by the 1980s.

9

Public houses
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The Cross Keys (3) was a coaching inn where several carriers had their
headquarters. In 1791 coaches ran from Hull to the Cross Keys regularly.
There was stabling for 20 horses with the option of renting for 30 more.
Unusually it could boast an upstairs bathroom in 1889. The early 18th
century staircase came from the demolished Hotham House on Eastgate.
The Green Dragon (4) was a popular local for wounded soldiers during
the Second World War. It was common to see nurses from Beverley
Base, later Westwood Hospital, wheeling men with spinal injuries
down Grayburn Lane on long stretchers covered in red blankets, laying
very still. After a couple of pints they were pushed back up to hospital
laughing, singing and joking with the nurses.

Notice of the sale of the Black Bull Inn
in 1826.

ERALS: DDX1525/1/5 (57)

6

The Bee Hive Inn at the south end of Lairgate, c.1906

ERALS: DDBC/21/57

4

The Black Bull (2), recorded in 1746, had an adjacent tenement on the south
side of Minster Moorgate. The inn’s name changed to the Tiger in 1845 after
the Tiger Inn in North Bar Within was closed. Nearby Farrah’s Yard took
the name of John Farrah, landlord of the Black Bull in 1840s. Darley &
Co. (brewers) took over the Tiger in the early 20th century selling their
Thorne Brewery beers. Renovations began after the floods of 1912, and
in 1931 mock half-timbering, featuring carved vine leaves on the gable
ends, was probably the work of James Elwell’s company.

Pat Deans collection (D27 P67)

The Beehive Inn (1) recorded from 1770 was on the west side of Lairgate
[no.112] at the south end aligned with the other houses along that side.
In 1867 Edward Stephenson was the licensee before Robert Stephenson,
proprietor of the Golden Ball Brewery, took it over and added a Dram Shop
in 1876. When Jeremiah Rudd had wished to open a Dram Shop several
years earlier it had been opposed by other innkeepers. The last landlord was
William Grant in 1957.

The Cross Keys Hotel in the early
1900s.

Pat Deans collection (D27 P69)

For nine years Robert Scruton [1777–1861] was the landlord of the
Carpenter’s Arms beer house, which became known as the Windmill
Hotel (5) in 1844. John Acred took over the Windmill from 1897 to
1921 and his son William followed him after being landlord of the Cattle
Market Hotel. The Windmill was frequented by the soldiers from the
barracks in Queensgate.
Lairgate after the floods of 1912, with the Tiger Inn in the background.

Lairgate Hotel

1

In 1776 the owner of Lairgate House, Mr Lockwood, built a single storey
office in the garden (7), on the corner of Lairgate and Grayburn Lane, for
his legal practice, which later became part of the offices of Crust, Todd &
Mills solicitors.
The last resident of the house was Miss Caroline Walker. When she died
in 1957 Lairgate House was sold and became the Lairgate Hotel, which
expanded into nos 32 and 34 Lairgate (8) – the two adjoining houses to the
south.
The garden was sold for development and most of the garden wall fronting
onto Grayburn Lane was demolished and new houses were built, set back
from the road.
Museums & Galleries: Beverley Guildhall, 2019-20
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Lairgate Hotel now consists of No 30 (three
storeys) with Nos 32 and 34 beyond included
later.

The only remaining
metal-framed
fanlight in Beverley
above the main door
was unfortunately
blocked up, probably
in the 1960s.

Kloskk Tyrer

2

Kloskk Tyrer

In 1780 the house was remodelled and a third storey was added as a
result of the new trend in architectural style which was moving away from
the horizontal and towards to the vertical. The top floor was designed by
architect John Carr of York (who also worked on Lairgate Hall), and the
work was probably done by William Middleton.

Kloskk Tyrer

No 30 Lairgate (6), known as Lairgate House, was built c1690 and was
originally only two storeys. Its walled garden stretched the length of
Grayburn Lane all the way to Slutwell Lane, (re-named Albert Terrace in
1896). A second-floor staircase with turned pine balusters is probably 17th
century.

Single-storey building added
to rear in 1776.

No 32 was occupied by a cobbler and a
basket-maker in the 1920s before being
taken over as a Girl Guide HQ. In the
1930s Briggs & Powell had a department
for ‘wireless engineers’ here.
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Rambla Bakery (1)

2

Rambla Bakery was established in 1931 by Stanley Stephenson, a Fellow of
the Institute of Bakers, and his wife Dorothy. The name ‘Rambla’ is a Spanish
word meaning ‘esplanade’ and the bakery was named by Dorothy after a
street in Barcelona.

ERALS: DDX1525/1/5 (55)

In 1933 the Stephensons opened ‘Rambla Café’. The café and bakery were
housed in 54 Saturday Market, a property which, including outbuildings, ran
through to Lairgate. The Saturday Market property was built in 1853 and was
designed by Cuthbert Broderick.

1
Lairgate in the 1960s. The building on the right is the rear of the
Rambla premises.

ERYMS: bagloan8

Throughout the 1940s, 50s and 60s Rambla continued to expand, building
a packing shed and despatch bay and garage accommodation for the
housing and maintenance of the firm’s vans. The outbuildings extended
along Lairgate from numbers 31-43. In 1970 Stanley and his son Michael
extended the bakery, building a new bread factory which, when fully
working, could produce 1000 large bread loaves and 1400 small loaves
per hour.

Painting by Walter Goodin showing the interior of the bakery at the back,
overlooking Lairgate, in about 1939, with a floor-standing Hobart mixing
machine and junior baker Horace Lenton engaged in raising pork pies.

The business grew to include three shops and 33 retail vans (with their
distinctive orange colour) which delivered bread, cakes and pastries to
East Riding villages. Items on offer included: pork pies, pots of brawn,

Stanley Stephenson died in 1979 and the business was sold. Dorothy
Stephenson moved to Scarborough and spent her later years in the
‘Rambla Nursing Home’ which had been established by her son
Michael. The shop and outbuildings at 54 Saturday Market now house
the ‘Sofa Workshop’.

Guildhall collection: 0bmj

chocolate buns, cream puffs, rum rings, walnut buns and Russian
slices. The bakery also specialised in outdoor catering, including
weddings (which were Dorothy’s favourite). By the 1970s the business
was employing over 130 people.

Many local residents remember the ‘Rambla vans’ delivering bakery items
around the area.

Pat Deans collection (D5 P107)

Reproduced by courtesy of Robert Simson

Kemp’s Corner (2)

Kemp’s Corner just prior to demolition in 1955, showing the
patched roof where a stray German bomb was said to have
fallen through during the Second World War, but failed to
explode.

Pat Deans collection (D5 P110)

Kemp’s Corner took its name from the
premises of John Kemp & Son, printers,
stationers, and booksellers which sat
across the junction of Saturday Market and
Lairgate looking along North Bar Within.
John Kemp’s business occupied the site
from the 1840s until about 1925. From
the early 1950s Duncan Simson moved
his photography business here from his
earlier premises in Ladygate. His son James
worked both in the photographer’s and in
the adjacent pet shop.

Reproduced by courtesy of Robert Simson

North Bar Within in the late 19th century showing Kemp’s
corner on the right. This was during the period of John Kemp’s
printing business.

In the 1950s pressure from
traffic on the two narrow single
lane roads alongside Kemp’s
Corner required alterations to
the buildings to improve traffic
flow. It was therefore decided
to demolish most of No.69
(Simson’s photographer and pet
shops) and to take slices off the
sides of No. 68 and 67 Saturday
Market (National Provincial
Bank and R.M. Atkinson, grocer,
respectively) to widen both
roads. The work was carried out
in 1955.

Demolition of Kemp’s Corner under way in 1955.

Museums & Galleries: Beverley Guildhall, 2019-20

Kemp’s Corner in the 1980s.
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The Widdall family in the 1890s.

No 4 Lairgate where Widdall’s antique shop
was located.

Museums & Galleries: Beverley Guildhall, 2019-20

Burgess Yard, at the back of the Cross Keys, was the
last of 60 properties owned by St. Mary’s Church,
whose rent was for church upkeep. Some tenants paid
only 6d per annum and the properties with rotting
floors were recommended for demolition. The privies
had to be shared with people in the shops and houses
on Lairgate. Sanitary Inspector Mr. Clark in his report
to the General Board of Health, recommended in
1849, “these inferior and distant conveniences should Burgess Yard, at the back of the Cross Keys.
be adopted rather than cesspools should be sunk
beneath the houses which would be the only other alternative in the present state of the
drainage of the town”. The yard was probably named after William Burgess who owned
property on land which had once been a salthouse.

Burgess Yard (2)

Mr. Arthur Ackerman the cobbler was at
No. 4 in the 1940s next door to Ridsdale
and Walker’s Coal where ‘Best Barnsley
Cobbles’ were sold. The building has one
of the only remaining tall peat-burning
chimney stacks in Beverley, this slow
combustible fuel needing a bigger draught
than other fuels.

Henry Widdall and Louisa Barrow married at St Mary’s
Church, Beverley, in January 1873. After the birth of
their two eldest sons they moved to 4 Lairgate (now
John Adams’ shop) where they remained for the rest
of their lives. Henry sold antique furniture and had
a warehouse in Waltham Lane for storage, repairs
and cabinet making. Eldest son, Charles Widdall,
born in 1874, specialised in French Polishing there.
Second son Ernest, born 1878, was a cabinet maker
and clock repairer and worked in the shop all his life
until his death in 1961. Henry and Louisa’s third son
John Percival, born 1883, lived at 4 Lairgate until his
marriage. He trained at Normandy Barracks before
fighting in WW1 and worked as a rural postman for
over 40 years.

No. 4, Widdall’s antique shop (1)

Classically recognisable William Middleton houses at Nos
72-74, built c.1799

Crown Terrace, demolished after the Second World War.

Toad Hall, a former church property was still part of the ‘Minster
Old Fund’ in the 1950s. The Corporation, as trustee of the Minster
Fund, owned properties and rented them out. Labourer Daniel
Gasking living at No. 70 in 1790, later becoming the Corporation
Macebearer. In 1841, shoemaker William Flint’s family lived
there, probably until 1878. From 1879 the house was leased by
greengrocer and market gardener Charles Kelsey and his wife. The
families would have lived over the shop. In the 1911 census Fanny
Scoffin was listed as a shopkeeper selling baked goods here. In the
1950s the shop stocked miscellaneous small items such as yeast,
Dolly Blue, and Oxo cubes.

Toad Hall, No. 70 (5)

Toad Hall, facing the end of Landress Lane

In the Second World War ATS girls had lodgings there while they worked in Newbegin. It was a popular place
for boys to deliver telegraphs as Mrs. Snowden the sergeant, would give them bacon butties. The houses were
converted to offices in the 1970s and now occupied by Sadofskys accountants and Newtons solicitors.

The gardens of 72 and 74 Lairgate reached back up to Albert
Terrace. The Bishop of Hull, Francis Gurdon, then Judge Sir Reginald Banks lived at 72 in the first half of the 20th
century. The Judge played Archbishop Thurstan in Ernest Symmons’ film, ‘Beverley Through the Ages’.

72-74 Lairgate are typical of his style and could have been built with
his son John and John Prattman in 1799 for the Corporation which
then rented them out. Being on the Council and Mayor of Beverley
in 1779, 1789 and 1794, William Middleton was well placed to hear
about building opportunities in the town. He also traded in lime,
bricks, timber, coal, iron and furniture.

William Middleton met the demand for new houses for the growing
professional class by buying up old buildings to demolish. He
kept in touch with fashionable architectural styles by consulting
contemporary pattern books. His houses typically featured wooden
cornices and pedimented doorcases with Doric columns, Gothic
fanlights and flat tiles recycled from demolished buildings. In the
second half of the 18th century more 3-storey houses were erected.

William Middleton and 72-74 Lairgate (4)

Crown Terrace, demolished after the war, was situated behind Nos
40 to 52 Lairgate up to the playground of St. Mary’s Infants School.

Crown Terrace (3)

Other interesting buildings
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Reproduced by courtesy of Ann Scruton
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Grey brick former parsonage at No. 71 adjacent to the St
John’s Chapel (Memorial Hall).

Museums & Galleries: Beverley Guildhall, 2019-20

No. 86, the home of Sir William Pennyman

Many clergymen selected Lairgate for their
homes including the Rev. Samuel Lucas, Wesleyan
Minister, and Rev. George Richards, independent
perpetual curate at the Minster. No. 71 Lairgate
was the former parsonage built of grey bricks
where the author of ‘The Ecclesiastical History of
Beverley Minster‘ (1870) the Perpetual Curate,
Rev. William Crickmer lived. His powerful sermons
reputedly attracted large congregations. The
minister of the Primitive Methodist Chapel in
Wednesday Market lived in Lairgate in 1867.

No. 71 (2)

7th Baronet Sir William Pennyman lived at 86 Lairgate, built for
‘druggist’ Abraham Peacock between 1800-1812. He employed
8 staff - housekeeper, cook, laundrymaid, 2 housemaids, 1
kitchen maid, butler, groom/footman, to look after him. He
spent his summers in Ormesby and his winters in Beverley.
His niece-in-law, Charlotte Jackson wrote about her uncle in
1838, “Sir William does not intend moving from Ormesby until
the weather is more settled. His chilblains are better from Mr.
Wilson’s application of camphorated spirit [something] of
ammonia and laudanum. In other aspects he is pretty well”. She
inherited the property in 1852. Abraham Peacock also owned
three closes off Lairgate called Dove Cote Garth.

No. 86 (3)

Skinner’s Saddlers on the corner of Newbegin.

A stuffed horse’s
head, prominent in the shop window, attracted the
attention of a working horse dragging a cart up Old Waste.
Driver, horse and cart all went through the window, much to
the consternation of the onlookers.

Mr. Charles Skinner was apprenticed to saddler
Thomas Clowes in 1881 before owning his own
saddler’s shop at 14 Lairgate. This building is now
a Thai Restaurant. Mr. Skinner’s son Charles died in
Egypt in 1916. People observed that when portly
Mr. Skinner stood in front of his shop, they tended
to see his stomach first.

No. 14 Clowes / Skinner’s saddlers (1)

The horse’s head came too when the shop
moved from Clowes on Saturday Market
to Skinner’s on Lairgate.

Pat Deans collection (D28 P143)
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The remaining theatre wall which still shows the pay
window and door.
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Fragment of a playbill from 1817, in which the programme
is “By desire of Lady Pennyman”.

The house was owned by a doctor in the
1930s, then by a County Hall employee
Holborn House, No 110, today
working in the highways department,
described as always “wearing gloves and
going to the Minster a lot”. The house deteriorated and some of the garden was bought by a
Council compulsory purchase, much resented by the owner.

Holborn House was built around 1825 in
the Regency style with Gothic porch and
doorway and decorated fanlight, dentilled
pediments and attached columns. Elizabeth
Westoby, provider of the almshouses on
the corner of Keldgate, owned ‘Holborn
Cottage’ and left it to her brother William
Taylor who died in 1869.

Holborn House, 110 Lairgate (5)

The Theatre closed in 1840 but a move to reopen it in
1844 was thwarted when Anthony Atkinson requested
Lady Walker to have it demolished. He was involved in the
building of the nearby St. John’s Chapel of Ease. Materials
reclaimed from the theatre were re-used in the building of
the Telegraph Inn in Station Square although a remaining
grey brick wall on Lairgate still has evidence of the box office
and door. The Theatre, known as the Playhouse, gave its
name to the road beside it, otherwise known as Captain
Lane. The old theatre was on the boundary of George and
William Tindall’s market garden which employed many
gardeners.

Lairgate Theatre on the corner of Lairgate and Champney
Road was built by Thomas Leck, mason, for Abraham
Peacock, “originally a druggist”, in 1804. The grey brick
theatre, which opened in 1805 had “neat boxes, pit and
gallery” with seating for 632 people. The theatre was first
used by the company of Samuel Butler of Harrogate who,
when he died in Beverley in 1812, was buried in St Mary’s
Church where a memorial tablet states “In memory of
Samuel Butler a poor player that struts and frets his hour
upon the stage and then is heard no more”. Abraham
Peacock sold the building to James Walker in 1815.

Theatre (Playhouse) (4)

Other interesting buildings
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