Keldgate

Not just a thoroughfare!
First impressions of Keldgate, as a street, are not tantalising. It is a route for
people passing through. There is no obvious focal point, nor appearance of
a distinct community. It is a decidedly urban street but there are no shops,
no pubs, no cafe, no trade advertisements, and no chapel. Parking is strictly
limited, there are no buses – and very few pedestrians visible, at least at
midday. This is a street where the parts are much better than the whole.
It is well worth an exploratory walk to appreciate the interesting range of
housing types. While it is characteristic of Beverley, Keldgate has a style of
its own. In this exhibition we explore how Keldgate developed and how it
has changed over the years.

The hub of Keldgate life was probably the narrow ‘T-junction’ with Lairgate.
130 years ago, Keldgate people did form a community; there were at least
17 shops in Keldgate, mostly grocers, as well as cow-keepers, beer-sellers,
shoe-makers, dress-makers,
tailors, joiners and a blacksmith.
A shopkeeper would simply turn a
front room in his house into a little
shop. The master tanner, Thomas
Cussons, and the grammar school
headmaster lived ‘on the job’ but
in vastly superior houses.

Introduction to Keldgate
The name “Keldgate” means a street with/near
springs. It is on the spring-line for water emerging
from the chalk Wolds. This is one of Beverley’s
ancient streets, running along the southern edge
of the town.
Keldgate itself was probably slightly raised as a
causeway, since the ground to the south was wet.
This was the route for pilgrims visiting the shrine
of St John in the Minster and for traders using
the Hessle ferry to travel to Lincolnshire and the
London markets. The Bar could be closed at night
and it barred travellers from Hull, for example,
when there was plague there in 1665.

Looking west along Keldgate today

54 Keldgate, the home of the headmaster of Beverley
Grammar School

A brick-built bar on Keldgate was
present from about 1405-1812
but there was probably a wooden
structure from as early as 1250.

In 1672, 47% of residents in Keldgate and
Flemingate paid no hearth tax, showing this to
be the poorest quarter of Beverley. Keldgate
remained a working-class area through the 19th
century, when a large proportion of the male
population were labourers in the tanneries.
The density of housing increased as tradesmen
squeezed tenements into their rear yards.

Pape’s Yard, early 1900s

It is perhaps not surprising
that Beverley’s most
distinctive almshouse, Ann
Routh’s Hospital, was erected
in Keldgate in 1748-50. There
Ann Routh’s Hospital
would be plenty of poor
widows nearby. As plots of
land have become available, other almshouses have been built in Keldgate
and there are now four separate blocks, the latest dated c 2010.

The older houses in Keldgate are
worth careful scrutiny. The oldest
dates from the 1690s. The rooflines are attractively varied. Some cottages
have a steep pitch, which suggests previous thatching. Brickwork ranges from
the typical Beverley pinkish brown
through pink, red, yellow-brown
and grey. There are several short
terraces of 4-5 similar houses, each
block having its own character with
door canopies or window spacing.
At intervals among these small 19thcentury houses there is a larger,
grander building – Coxwold House,
Varied rooflines in some of the older buildings
Keldgate House, Acacia House
and the Old Grammar School. Ann
Routh’s Hospital has three handsome arcaded bays and this theme has been
continued along Keldgate over time. The arcades, or arches, can be seen in
the Hospital’s Victorian extension, in the two lodges across the street, in a
modern terrace (nos.30-38) and in new almshouses in ‘Keldgate Bar’.
Wholesale clearance of substandard housing in the mid-20th
century changed the character
of the entire western end of
Keldgate. The Lairgate junction
became very wide – having been
a focal point, it now marks a
pronounced break, a discontinuity.
Modern building gives the
impression of being off Keldgate
rather than in it!
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Modern building on the much-widened junction of
Keldgate with Lairgate

A walk through time (1)
In the 4 panels of “A Walk Through Time” we use evidence from archaeological investigations and
historical records to explore the early development of the Keldgate area from the marshes of the
medieval period to a thriving community in the 19th century.

Archaeological excavation at 52 Keldgate (1) revealed the earliest horizon
was a sandy gravel base of a natural hollow and watercourse forming
an undulating patchwork of marsh and open ground. Analyses of the
environmental samples show that the decayed plants and mosses plus a
species of water beetle were all of a variety that preferred an aquatic marsh
habitat. There were also the
remains of sedge, a flowering
plant which resembles
grasses or rushes and is
associated with wetland
or poor soil. The northern,
slightly higher, gravel margin,
was self-draining into natural
watercourses forming
tributaries of the Walkerbeck.

10th to 11th centuries
Expansion of the street continued at the east end of Keldgate. Archaeological
excavations east of Keldgate Manor (4) revealed domestic occupation
deposits from the 11th century. There was development and activity to the
west of Keldgate (5). The chapel of St. Helen and the chapel of St. Thomas
were established there, presumably to serve a community. The Franciscan
Friars also moved there in 1297.

Sedges in a wetland habitat such as would have been found
in the Keldgate area before drainage and reclamation

In comparison the earliest
archaeologically-excavated
horizon on the lower-lying southern edge of the marsh (2) was clay, which
would have poor drainage.
Surrounding the south of the marsh lay oak woodland owned by the
Archbishop of York.

8th to 9th centuries

It may have been this community who in the 10th to the 11th centuries, or
earlier, reclaimed the northern, slightly higher, gravel margin marsh, laid out
straight furlong (‘furrow long’) fields and put the land under agriculture or
enclosed grazing grounds. Archaeological environmental samples from 52
Keldgate (1) showed remains of dung beetle, suggesting the proximity of
cattle, horses or sheep.

Archaeological environmental samples analysed from an excavation south
of the Minster suggested that piecemeal clearance of the local woodland for
cultivation in that area occurred from the early 8th to the mid 9th century.
Keldgate probably started to develop separately at both ends. This theory is
based on observation that both ends of the street are on different alignments
to the straight middle. The most likely explanation is that the west end is the
original route to the north of the Collegiate Church of St. John (later Beverley
Minster), through the marshy moorland to Minster Moorgate (‘moor’
meaning marsh). The route also led pilgrims to the shrine of St. John within
the Church. The east route was access from the Collegiate complex to a
spring or stream which had formed a pool (3) and may have been a common
watering place for the Church community. The town keepers’ accounts for
1405 mention a common watering place at Keldgate near the Minster.
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Late 15th century lead pilgrim badge (33mm diameter) found near Beverley, a
crucifixion scene with Christ on the cross, Mary and St. John stood at the base:
legend + JESUS : NAZARENSUS

This lane originally continued along the tree-line in the distance
and probably was the medieval Fangfoss Lane. The privet hedge
marks the later conversion to an entrance for Keldgate Manor
from the early 18th century.
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Although the cloth for which Beverley was famous was of
wool, its weavers also worked in other materials, that of
hemp and flax which is documented to have been grown
locally around Keldgate. Hemp fibres were twisted into
ropes or spun into fine yarns, and flax fibres were used to
make linen. The drained marsh provided hemp and flax for
cloth production and plants for dyeing, peat for fuel was dug
from Bradwell Marsh and oak bark for the tanning process
collected via Fangfoss Lane.

Archaeological excavation has shown that the ditch alignment (2) to the east of Bradwell Lane (later Kitchen Lane)
was constructed to drain the marsh in a piecemeal manner after clay dumps had raised the ground level in the
early 12th century. Tanning was then located along the north
side of the ditch.

These expanding commercial pressures demanded more profitable use of the Keldgate agricultural or grazing
ground and the marsh to the south to supply the raw materials required. Tanning and cloth processing, or fulling,
were considered noxious trades, both confined to peripheral areas of the town because of industrial wastes
and foul smells. Both trades needed a good supply of clean water which led them to congregate along the
streams. Man-made ditches and wattle-lined channels were dug to siphon off clean water from the main natural
watercourse, the foul water flowed back into the same watercourse further downstream and then in to the chief
watercourse that flowed through the town, the Walkerbeck.

The area to the north of the Collegiate
complex is where a trading centre or fair
had grown to be of great importance
and extended from the 1120s. There,
Beverley cloth and leather goods were
widely sold and highly regarded. Archaeological excavation within this area (in Minster Moorgate) found part of a
12th century tannery complex and leather off-cuts from shoemaking.

Enclosing an area (6) west of the
Minster, is a series of probable manmade ditches at right angles off the
main west to east flowing natural
watercourse. The area may have been
in the possession of the Collegiate
Church of St. John at the time.

12th century

Corner of 129 Keldgate showing a recurring architectural
feature, in which remnants of discarded stone were
incorporated into buildings in the late 18th to mid 19th century

Keldgate joined (9). Keldgate was first mentioned as a street name in c.1279 when
Canon John Le Gras from the Collegiate Church of St. John (later Beverley Minster)
received eight shillings in rent from two properties there. Archaeological excavation
has shown that some of the merchant properties along Keldgate may have been
substantial and built of (or at least had elements of) stone. Remnants of stone were
found at 52 Keldgate (1) which may have been discarded from the re-building of the
Collegiate Church which began in 1214. Keldgate properties close to the Church may
have re-used these ecclesiastical forms in elements such as window tracery, columns
and moulded or decorated masonry blocks.

A more substantial (but still probably
wooden) structure for improved
defence and better collection of tolls
was recorded in c.1250 as South Bar,
and Southbargate was first mentioned
as a street name in c.1260. The rebuilding linked to the need for a more
controlled and direct communication
to Hall Garth at the east end of
Keldgate when the Archbishop of
York's administration moved there
in c.1250, thus Southbargate and

13th century

Timber-framed merchant houses lined the street frontage as
a home-based industry with the cloth and tanning process
area outside to the rear. Excavations east of Keldgate Manor
(4) revealed buildings from the 12th century, and to the rear
were pits that contained leather off-cuts from shoemaking.
At 52 Keldgate (1) chalk foundations dating to the 12th century were recorded along the street frontage. Probable
medieval stone walls were formerly visible in the basement of 54 Keldgate (8). Also excavations on the site of the
demolished Beehive pub revealed 12th century building footings.

Evidence of raising the ground level of the street has come from 97 Keldgate (7) where archaeological evidence
suggests that the earliest made-up road in Keldgate was composed of chalk rubble (probably quarried from the
Westwood) laid on timbers. The road dated from at least the early 12th century and sequences of made-up
ground along Bradwell Lane (later Kitchen Lane) may also have been from a similar date. The first bar spanning
the street probably was just a timber beam for the collection of tolls (or pavage) to allow passage along the paved
street on market days.

A walk through time (2)
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Archaeological excavations at 97 Keldgate (7) revealed two alignments of heavy chalk rubble representing a large
14th century building plot, the size suggesting a site of some importance. The property may have marked the
western fringe of the built-up area along Keldgate and its diverse range of land use.

A site in Humbergate (now Queensgate) (5) was provided for a leper house in 1332. With
the Black Death in June 1349 the Archbishop ordered the consecration of a churchyard at St.
Thomas's chapel outside the South Bar (5). There was also apparently a hermit based at the
chapel in 1366-67. By 1386 the wooden South Bar was again repaired and known as Keldgate Bar.

Madder: the natural
red dye was extracted
from the cut, shredded
and dried red roots of
the plant.

Remains of sheep parasites (a ‘tick’ and several
lice) were found, which are often present in
fleeces or uncleaned wool. Teasel head remains were also found which were used for combing
the nap of the cloth.

looking towards Keldgate. The allotments are behind the wall
on the left.

There is no archaeological or
documentary evidence of tanning
to the west of Bradwell Lane (later
Kitchen Lane) which is later (after
drainage?) recorded as Braithwell Gate leading to a croft known as Braithwell 'flat'. There is no evidence of
development along the lanes that gave access to the crofts behind Keldgate at this time, the street marked the
effective southern limit of the town's built-up area throughout the
middle ages and beyond. Archaeological environmental samples
analysed from 52 Keldgate (1) revealed evidence for textile dye
processing from the 14th century, including the
waste remains of madder for dyeing cloth red,
weld for dyeing cloth yellow and elder which
could also be used for dyeing, along with peat
which was used for fire fuel when the dried
plants were boiled in water to extract the dye.
1960s view of Kitchen Lane (the medieval Bradwell Lane)

Bradwell Marsh and Keldgate Leys
(later The Leases) (11) may have
been drained in the 14th century. The
springs to the north and south of the
Bar were channelled to form drains
which thus assumed the role of town
ditch, marking the boundary of the
liberties of Beverley.

14th century

The decline of the wool and cloth trade in the 15th century through competition from the West Yorkshire towns
and abroad probably led the Keldgate cloth and tanning area (6) to process only leather, although the tanning
waste now included cattle horn cores, suggesting economic diversification was taking place. A cat bone also
showed cuts from skinning, perhaps for a fur collar.

Diagram of Keldgate
Bar showing a possible
original location of the
stone dog

Top: the corner of Keldgate, Queensgate and
Cartwright Lane today. Bottom: sited here was
Keldgate Bar, the overlay of a 19th century
sketch, which was probably drawn after its
demolition in 1812, shows the c15th century
brick-built bar and the later buildings that had
encroached around it.

A limestone animal stood for many years outside 129 Keldgate. Its
features have worn smooth through weathering, with channels and
hollows due to rainwater. It has an indentation at the rear for fixing to
another structure. There are many theories about the precise identity of
the creature and its origin. But when sketched in 1884 (a) it was known
as ‘the stone dog’ and one of the many possible interpretations was
that it had come from the nearby Keldgate Bar. The deer in the adjacent
wooded area (12) were guarded for the Archbishop of York by William
Drawing of ‘the stone dog’ Morthwayt a ‘parker’ who rented the chamber over Keldgate Bar. He
by T.B. Burton in 1884
had complained to the Earl of Northumberland that the Earl's retinue
harboured poachers who had lain in wait for him and beaten up some of his friends. In
1450 he ‘roofed and repaired the said chamber’, perhaps then adding the stone dog, either
as a guardian of the gate or protection against fears of the nearby misty woods. A possible
reconstruction (b) shows how it may have appeared on the 15th century Bar after re-roofing.

The mostly brick-built 'new bar' recorded in 1405 may have been a rebuilding of Keldgate Bar. The cost of £30 was much less than that of North
Bar built four years later in 1409 for £97 11d. A timber beam bar was also
erected in or near the end of Braithwell Gate (later Kitchen Lane) during
disturbances in the town in 1445.

15th century

A walk through time (3)

A walk through time (4)

16th to 17th centuries
Beverley’s prolonged decline continued through the 16th and 17th centuries.
The wooded area (12) was mostly oak but some ash and willow. Large-scale
felling apparently began in the 16th century as a financial expedient. Kitchen
Lane (earlier Braithwell Gate) is recorded from 1628 and was probably so
called from a family of that name. Keldgate Bar was repaired in 1643 and
the ditch to the north widened as part of the town’s defensive measures
during the Civil War. At 52 Keldgate (1) occupation had ended and the tanning
buildings had fallen into disuse and been demolished.

Early timber-framed building (shaded
brown), re-faced in brick.

Although some of the medieval timberframed merchant houses remained along
the Keldgate frontage (to be later altered in
brick) the clearance of the majority of them,
and probably all of the northern tanning
production area (6), merged it back to
orchards, horticulture and open countryside.
Tanning continued, although on a much
smaller scale, on the south-east side of
Keldgate (14).

Keldgate’s subsequent regeneration by the end of the 17th century began
on the northern side with the construction of 54 Keldgate (8) by the
Constables who had bought Minster property around the town. Well away
from and up-wind of the tanneries on the south-east side of Keldgate (14)
they consolidated the narrow medieval plots into a larger unit to build a
substantial house with ornamental gardens. The house ‘hugged’ what must
have been a quiet country road with open views.

18th century
Parts of the town ditch and adjacent land in Keldgate were leased by the
Pennyman family and incorporated in the grounds of Beverley Hall (21), while
south of Keldgate Bar the spring and ditch had evidently been culverted.
During the 18th century individual land owners were given permission to
culvert or make covered drains from houses to the watercourses within their
properties, occasionally the expense was shared by the corporation. Only
some remnants of the watercourses remained open.
Parts of the old medieval tanning and cloth production area (6) probably
continued in Minster ownership with some of the now open ground being
used for ecclesiastical administrated usage, the construction in 1727 of the
Workhouse (15) and, in 1749, Routh’s Hospital (16). At least one of the small
tannery sites on the south-east side of Keldgate (14) was owned by the
Philipsons of 27 Keldgate (17) (Keldgate Manor) and the Wilks of 51 Keldgate
(Keldgate House) (18). Although Keldgate House and later 49 Keldgate (19)
were constructed to reflect their owners’ new wealth and status, they
continued to live ‘over the shop’ near to, but up-wind of the tannery sites.

The Industrial Revolution in the mid 18th century led to further regeneration
of the remaining small tannery sites on the south-east side of Keldgate
through the demand for a whole new range of machine-driven transmission
components made from leather such as harnesses, straps and belts. The
cultivation of hemp and flax for yarns and linen production were also still
present, the linen would also be bleached there, the standing Bleach Yard
cottages (20) date from the 1780-1860 period. John Kirkus, weaver, linen
draper and tanner owned a bleach yard down Kitchen Lane in 1774. There
was also a dye works on the south-east side of Keldgate, owned for most of
the 18th century by the Habershams and their successors the Scrutons.
On the Keldgate frontage the first rows of terraced housing were constructed
along the street and behind in ‘yards’ providing cheap labour for these
related industries. The tanners had depended on local hides but in the 18th
century hides and skins, as well as bark for the tanning process, were being
imported by way of the beck. Keldgate Bar passed to the control of turnpike
trustees, the tolls collected at the bar enabled the trustees to maintain the
road in a satisfactory condition.

19th century
In the early 19th century
William Simpson lived in
a house on the site of 49
Keldgate (19) and owned the
tannery behind. The property
and tannery were acquired
by George Cussons in 1834
and he extended the tannery
westwards behind 51 Keldgate
(18) over land where John
Kirkus previously had his bleach
yard and weaving sheds. This
extended tannery later became Melrose Tannery (14).
During the 19th century the growing influx of workers was housed in
more rows of terraced housing along Keldgate. The street though was
still largely confined within its medieval bounds and the houses of the
gentry and tannery owners occupied substantial sites with gardens that
caused limitations on further building. As a result further ‘yards’ had to be
developed off the street frontage.
The Keldgate Bar, which had stood at the west end of the street since the
15th century, was demolished around 1812.
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Left: In this picture from
1905 we are looking back
towards the Minster.
8-10 Keldgate on the
left was built c.1690 as
a double fronted lobby
entry house, which had
been converted into two
labourers’ cottages by
1788. Right: Today no.10
(Blossom House - the right of these two buildings) is again one doublefronted house, with altered brickwork showing the two doorways and a
first floor window. The windows have sliding ‘Yorkshire’ sashes.

The maps in this section are reproduced from Miller et al 1982: “Beverley, an archaeological and
architectural study”, and show Keldgate pre-1914. The buildings with house numbers are still
standing and are dated above. The darker grey areas are substantial sites.

Map 1: the east end of Keldgate
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The third photograph is present day, and includes
no 2, which is now Minster Garth guest house, also
known as Minster Corner. 2 Keldgate, Grade II*, is
a late-18th century house of three storeys, with an
original stone doorway. There is a large sidewing.
Two prominent square bay windows were added in
the 19th century. In all, there were 13 rooms. The
house seems to be set apart from Keldgate, and the
early residents of Minster Corner were also atypical
of Keldgate, being professional men who employed
servants: by 1911, the well-known Hobson family
lived there – Charles Hobson was a solicitor.

By the time of the second photograph (date
uncertain) most of Spring Row had been
demolished and some of remainder converted to an
engineering works. Two more single storey cottages
next to 8 Keldgate are in a poor state probably just
prior to demolition.

No 12 (left) retains the only ‘real’ shop window now on Keldgate.
It is an 18th century building with a passage door. In the 1820s
Francis Duncan was a tailor, draper and grocer here. In the 1920s
and 30s Minnie and Maud Constable ran a general store here,
with the window full of homemade jam tarts and groceries.

8

At the east end of the street, the junction of
Keldgate with Long Lane, we start with Spring Row
(A) (‘Row’ is an early name for Terrace), which was
sometimes also known as Sweep Row, possibly
because of the bend in the road. Spring Row started
with five 18th century single storey cottages, which
were commonplace in Beverley and not unique to
Keldgate. These were demolished around 1907.

One of the best
known occupants
of Keldgate Manor was George Odey, the
Managing Director of Richard Hodgson and
Sons’ tannery in Flemingate, who bought
the house in 1940. He was also MP for
Howdenshire, and later Beverley from 1947 to
1955.

Originally the
main elevation
faced onto
Keldgate but 40
years ago the
doorway was
removed and
many of the
windows were
blocked out. The
wing to the rear was enlarged about 1820
with interior modifications in a simple Regency
style. The gardens
to the rear
were originally
extensive.

Keldgate Manor is a Grade II listed building,
parts of which date back to the early 18th
century, possibly the house and land purchased
in 1707 by Richard Philipson, a tanner. The
main part of the house dates from the late
18th century, remodelled by the Rev. Randle
Hancock, rector of Walkington, who bought the
house from Philipson’s son in 1775.

Keldgate Manor (no. 27)

In the rest of the exhibition we take a walk along the street, from the junction with Long Lane and St John Street where Keldgate starts in the east to the
junction with Queensgate at the west end. As we walk we pause to look at the way the street looked in the past, how the buildings were used, some of
the people who lived or worked there and, in many cases, how the street looks now.

A walk along the street (1)

The care provided undoubtedly prolonged the lives of the women, a number of
whom lived in the Hospital at least 10 years. The record was held by Ann Farrah, a
butcher’s widow, who was there in June 1841 and still there, aged 87, in April 1871.

The hospital was enlarged twice and housed 32 widows by 1810. Each woman had
a small room to herself – probably for the first time in her life! In 1836, each was
paid 5 shillings per week in winter and 4 shillings in summer. The sick received 1/6
(1 shilling and sixpence) extra. There was a medical attendant and two nurses.
Occasionally, a young relative lived in with the old woman.

Ann Routh required ‘each widow to have a purple
gown, of woollen, with a silver badge fixed to the same, with the testatrix’s name,
and day, and year, of her death, engraved on it.’

The will of Ann Routh Moore of 1721 left her estate
for building a hospital. This fine building was designed
by Thomas Moyser and built by William Middleton.
Unusually for Keldgate, it is gable end to the street
with three arcaded bays built in Flemish bond, with
thin joints. There is a prominent cartouche above, with
coloured arms, on a tablet inscribed: ‘This hospital was
built in the year 1749 by the Mayor and Aldermen of
the town according to the will of the late Ann Routh
Moore, late of this Town, to whom her first husband
Mr Chris Moore leaving a sum of one hundred pounds
a year with which she endowed this hospital for the
maintenance of 12 poor old women of the parishes of
St John and St Martin’s in the Town frequenting the
Church.’

Ann Routh’s Hospital

Keldgate has a larger number of almshouse buildings
than any other street in Beverley. They span the
period 1749 – 2010. Founded by local benefactors and
managed by trustees, they are now the responsibility
of Beverley Consolidated Charities. At no.28 we reach
the first of Keldgate’s four almshouses, Ann Routh’s
Hospital.

Almshouses
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The extension, nos 22-26 Keldgate, built c.1810, is in the
style of the Hospital with 6 arcaded bays and 3 doorways.

The original building of Ann Routh’s Hospital, no 28
Keldgate, built in 1749.

Map 1: the east end of Keldgate

By 2002 the site of the Beverley Borough Depot had
been developed as Leconfield Close, the second of
Keldgate’s almshouses. This is a modern complex
of almshouses, designed to blend in with the 19th
century terrace houses in Keldgate. Whereas old
almshouses were built to stand out as recognisable
for what they were, today the aim is for anonymity.
Here, the roof pitch, tumbled brick gables and small
canopies over the doors are themes found in nearby
houses. However, railings are not ‘Keldgate style’. The
houses, some single-storey, are built around a central courtyard.

52

At no.52 Charlie Johnson had a haulage
contractor’s premises. In 1939 Charlie
and his wife Muriel were living at no.49a,
which was opposite the haulage business.
By 1988 Charlie’s business had become
the Beverley Borough Depot.

On the south side,
nos. 45 and 47 are
a pair of lodges
built in the early
19th century with
3 recessed arched
bays that follow
the theme of the
almshouses opposite. The central gateway marks the old Fangfoss Lane. A hundred years ago, the
residents of the lodges tended to be gardeners.

The row of houses
at nos 30-42 was
the subject of a
clearance order
in the 1930s but
was given a ‘stay
of execution’ to
allow the owner
to submit proposals for improvement. However, they were subsequently demolished and new
houses built c.1990 following the arched theme of Ann Routh’s Hospital next door (just visible on
the right of the pictures).

A walk along the street (2)

A walk along the street (3)
(Parts of Map 1 and Map 2 showing 31-59)

Coxwold House (no.49)
49 Keldgate, a Grade II listed building, is an
imposing dark red-brick building of the early 19th
century. The prominent doorway partly obstructs
the footpath. In the 19th century, the end bay had
a separate entrance (no 49a) and traces of the
bricked-up doorway are visible. A high carriage
entrance leads through to the former tannery that
was located behind the house. Coxwold House
belonged to Thomas Cussons who was born in
Coxwold, North Yorkshire in 1807. Cussons was
Mayor of Beverley in 1863 and 1865. His younger
son John Thomas (b. 1845) lived with his father, still
unmarried, and he then took over the 15-roomed
house in 1891. The whole family lived ‘on the job’,
within sight and smell of the tannery.

Keldgate House (no.51)

51

The original entrance to the tannery
behind the house. The four corner
stones show it was used by carts
for delivery of hides and removal of
leather.

Melrose Tannery (Melrose Park)
51a

51 Keldgate (Keldgate House), Grade II*, is partly
of the early 18th century, and its adjoining Music
Room (no.51a) dates from 1740. The house butts
up to Coxwold House though set back from the
street by a small garden. The older house presents
a black and white facade, 3 bays and 3 storeys,
quite different from its neighbour. It had 14 rooms
in 1911. Thomas Cussons’ elder son George (b.
1840), who managed the tannery from the 1850s,
lived here until his death in 1913.

Between nos 51a and 53 is the present entrance to Melrose Park, which was
previously the main entrance to the Melrose Tannery. Tanning was a common
trade on Keldgate from the 12th century onwards: a plentiful supply
of raw materials, water, hides and oak bark, was available in this area,
the effluent from the tanning processes could be drained into the
adjacent streams and its southern location meant the noxious smells
were kept to a minimum in the town itself. Many of the Keldgate
censuses recorded tanners’ labourers living along the street.
A tannery was established on the site to the south of Keldgate in the
late 18th century by William Acklam. He sold it to William Simpson
who lived in the original house on the site. George Cussons bought
the business in 1834 and his son Thomas built the present Coxwold
house in 1840. Thomas had 3 sons – George, John and Thomas.
George and John lived next door to each other at nos 49 and 51. They
traded as Thomas Cussons & Sons and by 1851 employed 39 men and
boys - a number that remained constant for 40 years.

The new entrance to Melrose Tannery in 1950

The present entrance to Melrose Park

By 1915 the Cussons tannery was in decline and was
bought by Richard Hodgson and Sons, the main tannery in
the town at the time. Hodgsons used this site to process
bellies and shoulders referring to the site as ‘the offal yard’.
The rear of Keldgate House in 1949

Looking back towards Keldgate through the old Cussons’
tannery entrance in 1929

In 1939 it became Melrose Tannery, and was acquired by
Booth & Co. in 1948. By 1977 the company employed 120
people and avoided the decline in the tannery industry in
the 1970s by diversifying into specialised leather products.
Eventually, however, the decline in the industry and the
pressure on adjacent sites for housing resulted in the
tannery closing in 1986. The site was sold to Miller Homes
in 1987 for residential development as Melrose Park.

Back view of the tanyard and sheds in 1949

Pat Wilson, who worked in the office at Melrose
in 1967-69, remembers that most of the buildings
were over 100 years old, although the finishing
shop, where Melrose’s characteristic fine quality
leathers were produced, was much more modern.

The Melrose tannery drying sheds in 1949

The tannery office (behind Keldgate House) in 1947
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A walk along the street (4)
Map 2: the middle of Keldgate
Keldgate looking east from
nos 63 and 64, probably
around 1920. Note the
hand pump for water on
the left outside no.64. By
1892 there were still at
least ten water pumps
along the north and south
sides of the street.

54-64 Keldgate (the old Grammar School)

No 54 (black framed windows) and 54a (white frames) today

54 Keldgate was
built c.1696 for the
Constable family of
Wassand, with 54a
added later with a
lower roof level. The
two houses were
separated in the 1890s
when a west wing was
added to 54a.

While the building retains many of its original interior features,
including a staircase dating from 1696, a chapel and a priest hole,
other parts are later, some dating from 1770.
A new Grammar School was built on the site now occupied by 56-64
Keldgate after the original school building in Minster Yard became so
ruinous it had to be taken down. It was felt that the Master should live
near the new Grammar School so he occupied the imposing building
at no.54.

By 1913 Robert Monkman was a
shopkeeper in no.61, on the south
side of the street. This was still
being run as a grocery and homemade pastry shop by Lilly and
Arthur Monkman in the 1930s.
The shop window can be seen on
the right side of the street in the
picture above.

Continuing to look along the north side of the street this picture On the south side the old buildings visible to the left
shows nos 71 and 73 during the major flood of 24th July 1912 of the picture at the top have been replaced by two
when nearly 2.5” of rain fell in 1 and a half hours.
modern houses, nos 66 and 68 as seen here in 2006

The Tanners’ Arms
In the 19th century two inns on
Keldgate catered for the local
populace including thirsty tanners.
The ‘Tanners Arms’ (C) was built by
William Farrar in 1820 as a house
with workshop, sheds and stable.
The first known licensee was John
Pickard from c.1840, who gave his
name to the nearby yard (B). From
1853-1889 the public house was run
by William Parker Birkinshaw.

The new Grammar School “by the liberality of the Corporation a new
school was built in a commodious and handsome style.” This building
occupied one large room, some 50 feet long and 25 feet wide. It
closed in July 1878, was sold in 1890 and then demolished.
The short terrace of late Victorian houses now on the Grammar School
site has survived. By 1913 no.60 was occupied by the Legard family
who were tailors here for many years.

Nos 56-60 today,
the buildings now
occupying the site
of the Grammar
School on Keldgate

No.61 is now a private residence with no sign of the shop
window.

In 1885 Robert Ranby Stephenson
sold the Tanners Arms to Susannah Winder Glossop of Hull, maltster and brewer. In
1889 Glossop & Co. bought the premises as a retail outlet for their brewery.
Hull Brewery closed the Tanners Arms in 1957 and it was demolished shortly after. The
Tanners Arms sign, showing a carved angel holding a shield with a stag’s head, was
rescued from the demolition by a member of the Civic Society.
Behind the public house through an archway were 12 terraced houses situated in Hind’s
Yard or Hind’s Place (B) (see next panel). At the far side of the picture you can also see
the Keldgate Mission (D).
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A walk along the street (5)
Map 2: the middle of Keldgate

Keldgate Methodist Mission
Past the Tanners’ Arms
on the north side of the
street was the Keldgate
Methodist Mission (D).
Beyond this, at the
junction with Lairgate, was
Tommy Watson’s butchers
and slaughterhouse.

Hind’s Yard
In the 19th century an increasing urban population needed
housing in cheap accommodation. In small towns like Beverley
migration of labourers from the surrounding countryside
increased the density of housing in the town centre. Most
innkeepers, shopkeepers and craftsmen had a yard behind their
premises, and enterprising individuals let spare buildings for rent
or created a space to build two or three houses. Keldgate had
at least 10 such yards in the 19th century, mainly concentrated
on the north side around the junction with Lairgate. A yard was
named after the landlord and therefore often changed its name.
Hinds Yard (B) was
the largest and
best-known of the
Keldgate yards. It
was the property
of Joseph Hind, the
Deputy Registrar of
Deeds in Beverley
in 1861-81, and
was known as
Hind’s Yard for over
100 years from 1853. The yard was entered through an archway
behind the Tanners’ Arms (C), and stretched back parallel with
Lairgate.
There were 12 fourroomed tenements
with water and
privies outside. The
tenants were mainly
labourers. When
the properties were
inspected in the
1930s they were in
very poor condition
with a pail privy in
a compartment that was only 6” from the living room window.
Provision of water was also a problem: the pump serving the yard
was highly polluted and unfit for drinking. By 1957 the yard was
scheduled for demolition and was subsequently demolished.

The Mission was established here by the
Wesleyans in 1899 and was active until
its closure in 1963. The main objective of
chapels at that time was the provision of basic
education to poorer children. At Keldgate they
were encouraged to attend Sunday School and
‘be rescued from the depths of sin and misery’
by inducements such as games and outings.

The Mission was demolished, along with the Tanners’ Arms
and numbers 76-80 (butcher’s shop and slaughterhouse), in
1971 and replaced with this row of modern houses that now
stands on the junction with Lairgate. The white wall is the
previous entrance to Hind’s Yard.

Idiosyncratic behaviour by the
supervising adults seems to have been
well-known here. The ‘maiden lady
organist’ only played hymns of her
choice, resolutely ignoring requests
from visiting preachers, one of whom
was ‘Hallelujah’ Tommy Laughton.
He was a latecomer to religion who
confessed to having finished ‘sowing his
wild oats’ at the age of 41.

Beehive pub

The row of houses from 75-85 (above) was under a clearance order from 1937. The
properties were finally demolished 20 years later and a new Beehive pub built on the
site after the previous Beehive on Lairgate was closed by Hull Brewery in 1957. The new
pub was built in a sympathetic Georgian style,
set back off the road with a front grass area. This
new building was itself demolished in 2006. A new
road from this site leads down to the Keldgate Bar
almshouses, which
were built in 2010
following the Ann
Routh architectural
style.
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Site of the recently demolished Beehive in 2006.

Next to nos 75-85 (and later the Beehive) was a shop previously owned by
‘Dicky Pinders’ by 1901 (E), which sold everything from bran, oats and corn to
paraffin, groceries, sweets and patent medicines. Later this belonged to Dick
Williamson (no.89) as seen in this picture. Behind Dicky Pinders’ shop was
Pinders’ Yard (F), which may also have had an entrance off Kitchen Lane.

A walk along the street (6)
Thompson’s Dairy

97

Kitchen Lane

Lairgate

Nos. 5-7 Kitchen Lane, which were demolished in
1957 after being found overcrowded with inadequate
washing facilities and dangerous staircases.

Looking at the south side
of the street from Lairgate,
c.1950s, we can see the
narrow entrance to Kitchen
Lane, beyond which was
Thompson’s Dairy. The house
on the far side of Kitchen Lane
(no.97) was mentioned as
early as 1784, and was owned
by Reg Thompson prior to its
demolition in the 1960s.

Map 2: the middle of Keldgate

New flats on the corner of Kitchen Lane, which appear to be
out of proportion with the rest of the street.

Down Kitchen Lane was Roy Brusby’s yard (initially next to the dairy Roy moved down Kitchen Lane when the Thompsons
wanted to expand in 1970). Roy was seen regularly around the town collecting scrap with his horse and cart.

Thompson’s Dairy developed
from Reg Thompson’s early
days of delivering milk whilst
living at no. 97 on the corner
of Kitchen Lane. Reg’s son,
Raymond, and his family
lived at 127 Keldgate.

In this picture from the early 20th century we have gone past the
junction with Lairgate, on the left side of which was Mrs Wadsworth’s
fish and chip shop in the 1930s. Here the poor families of the area
could buy a portion of fish and chips for 1½d.
At no.90 (G) the double-fronted house belonged to William Coxton,
a bricklayer and master builder who owned property in Beverley
as early as 1824. He was the landlord of the adjacent Coxton’s Yard
(H) which had 4 tenements from 1851. After Coxton’s death his
neighbour Henry Hoggard’s family took over the house and yard,
which then became Hoggard’s Yard. The yard was demolished in the
1930s, by which time a greengrocer, Francis Cook, occupied no.90.
In the 1960s the
area around Lairgate
was demolished.
On the far side of
the demolition we
can see Cyril Baker’s
cycle and motorcycle
shop which replaced
the earlier butcher’s.

The dairy gradually
expanded from one milk
round a day until the mid
1970s when there were a dozen rounds. At this point the site became too cramped and
Thompson’s Dairy moved to a new site at the old gas works on Figham Road and dairying
on Keldgate ended after 80 years. The Keldgate site had an additional short period as a
joiner’s shop, then as Beverley Selling Service before being cleared in 2000.
Geoffrey Thompson (Reg Thompson’s grandson) remembers: “The local farms’ milk
was collected by Dad... and the milk from further farms was collected by Mr Stabler of
Nafferton. Each morning his yellow lorry would pull into the yard and then it was all
hands on deck. Each churn arrived tagged with a ticket giving the name of the farmer,
the number of churns and the gallonage they contained. The lids were knocked off, the
level of milk was checked and then it was tipped into an open tank. The churns were upended and left to rest to drain all the milk out. Clean empty churns were re-loaded onto
Mr Stabler’s lorry and dropped off at the farms for the next morning. That day’s churns
were all washed by hand. ... This happened 7 days a week until the Milk Marketing Board
introduced tankers around the late 1970s and milk churns were permanently retired.”
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Today the junction
with Lairgate has
been opened up
significantly, with new
council housing set
back from the road.

K

Lairgate

Keldgate Close today, the approximate site of the
entrance to Pape’s Yard.

In this picture of demolition in the 1960s J, K and L have
gone and the adjacent row of houses, visible in the top
picture, is next.

L

Museums & Galleries: Beverley Guildhall, 2017

The sizeable house (L) at the entrance to
Pape’s Yard (K) was occupied by 1881 by
William Pape, a fruiterer and grocer. The
shop was taken over by his daughter Katurah
by 1901 until she was succeeded by John
Leighton, another grocer. The yard behind
had 4 small, 4-roomed tenements with tiny
garden areas. The buildings were cramped,
sometimes occupied by a married couple
with 4 children aged 7-21, with water and
a privy outside. The yard was inhabited until the late 1950s when
it was demolished to make way for the Council’s Lairgate/Keldgate
redevelopment scheme.

Pape’s Yard

Looking back at the north side, in the top right picture we can
see the narrow entrance to Lairgate in the distance, followed by
two shops, (J) and Leighton’s (L), on either side of the entrance
to Pape’s Yard (K). Here the two shops appear larger than shops
further down the street because the shopfront consoles extend
over the window and the private house doorways. The signwriting of the proprietor’s name and business on the console and
faux marble veining of the paintwork adds more status. The boy
standing with a basket in front of Leighton’s may be a delivery boy.

Map 3: the west end of Keldgate

Beyond the Reading Room the wall (P) enclosed the gardens of Beverley Hall belonging to Admiral Walker.
The two cottages next to the garden wall were gardeners’ cottages. This whole area was demolished around
1926 for the
construction of
Admiral Walker
Road, with new
council housing
replacing the
gardens (right).

The building beyond
the cottages (N), was
provided as a Reading
Room by Admiral
Walker, and William
Ross remembers
attending Minster
Sunday Schools here.
The Reading Room can also be seen more clearly in the picture above left, in which the East Yorkshire Regiment
Pipe and Drums are marching down Keldgate, c.1900-1914. By the time of the picture above right the Reading
Room was being used as a taxi garage. Both this and the white house next door (owned by George Hornsey who
kept pigs here) were demolished around 1956.

No. 92 - 100 is another small late-Victorian terrace that has managed to survive the demolition around it. The row
is distinguished by its prominent chimneys, dormer windows and door canopies, although altered windows and
doors have spoiled the original uniformity. At no. 100 Joseph Fletcher, a gas-fitter and tinsmith from Goole, sold
tinware from home before the First World War, followed by his widow.

A walk along the street (7)

105

Two demolished cottages
that stood between nos.
105 and 111.

elsewhere. In the
picture above you
can clearly see the
‘stone dog’ (see “A
Walk Through Time
3”) which children
would pat on the
head as they passed.

129

Nos 127 and 129 today.

127

Nos 127 and 129 were late
18th or early 19th century
houses. No. 129 has a stone
quoin to its cart entry,
presumably brought from

The row of houses from
113-125 was considered
overcrowded in 1937 and
scheduled for demolition,
but was not pulled down
until 1957.

Behind no. 111,
near the present
Cumberland House,
was Brownrigg’s
Yard (M). This yard
had 8 tenements in 1861, but the number gradually
reduced to 3 by 1911. The houses were very small,
only two rooms, and the residents were mainly
incomers, like Michael Fullerton who was an Irish
shoemaker. They were still occupied in the 1930s.

No. 111 was Drewery’s fish and chip
shop, which later became Keldgate
Fisheries, and is now Cumberland
House (white building in picture below).
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Left: The archway next to
Gibson’s shop can still be
seen on the white building
with the red door.

Above: Gibson’s general
store at no. 105.

105

On the south side William Gibson’s general store at no.105
uses the shopfront console over the window and door,
like Leighton’s on the opposite side, to draw attention to
his shop. This approach is different to many of the other
shops further down the street which often only have a bow
window on their front room in which to display their wares.

Map 3: the west end of Keldgate

The single-storey building of Westoby’s Almshouses today.

137

Acacia House (no 137, with grand entrance in this
picture) was built around 1837 and is unusual
in being the only house with a frontage of an
attractive grey brick, laid in the more expensive
Flemish bond. By 1851 Elizabeth Westoby (see
Westoby almshouses) was living here.

The almshouse was
a traditional singlestorey building
containing three
The Queensgate junction, overlain with a drawing
one-room dwellings
of Keldgate Bar and associated buildings.
each with its own
entrance. In recent years the accommodation has been
enlarged and two doors bricked up. The inmates were
female, usually single former domestic servants and younger
than those in Ann Routh’s Hospital.

This small building (nos 165-167) is at the Queensgate
junction with Keldgate, near the site of the old Keldgate
Bar. The almshouse was endowed by Elizabeth Westoby,
nee Taylor, in 1863, for three poor persons. Elizabeth Taylor was the
mother of Harriet Fox Taylor, the illegitimate daughter and heiress
of Alderman Richard Fox (died 1823 in the Guildhall) of Keldgate.
Fox bought this plot of land in 1809.

Mrs Westoby’s almshouses

The row of terraced houses from nos 149-163 today.

Two authentic Beverley cottages at 131-133 were originally
recommended for preservation but were finally demolished in
1979 to be replaced by a taller 3-bay house.

A walk along the street (8)

