GLIMPSES OF BEVERLEY FROM ABOVE
Introduction to the exhibition
Have you ever walked through the streets of Beverley and
wondered ‘What’s behind that wall?’ or ‘Where did the Walker
Beck run?’ or even ‘What used to be here before that building
was built?’
This exhibition, based on a display of aerial photographs taken in
2014, aims to answer such questions and reveal interesting facts
about some of the places, buildings and features of Beverley both
past and present. Looking at the ‘big picture’ from the air, we can
observe how the town has changed and developed over the years
and see where lost streets used to be, where buildings once stood,
how the industrial aspect of the town has metamorphosed into
shops and housing.
By highlighting particular buildings, areas and geographical
features, we get glimpses of Beverley’s historical layers and thus
understand that much of what we see in our town today is linked
to the past even if it’s just in a street name, an old boundary wall
still standing, or a building whose use has changed over the years.
Even the terrain of Beverley’s pastures reveals clues and tells a
story as to what took place on them in the past.
The supplementary information sheets in the wall baskets provide
ground-level images of some of the buildings and places which
have been highlighted on the aerial photos. Some are old buildings
that are no longer here and others are still standing and are part of
Beverley’s past.
Of course, if you’re a Beverlonian then the most fun you can have
with this exhibition is to see if you can spot your house from the
air on one of these panels. Happy hunting!

Dyer Lane was formerly called ‘Bowbriglane’,
as there was a bridge over the Walker Beck
here at its east end. Dyers of cloth were
probably working in this area because, like the
fullers, they needed a plentiful supply of water.

Walkergate and Walker
Beck took their names
from the cloth-making
process called ‘fulling’
which involved treading
or kneading cloth by
‘walkers’. The fullers
required a water supply
which is why they
situated themselves
here by the beck.

Trinity Hospital and its chapel was situated where Toll Gavel
meets Old Walkergate. Founded in 1397, it was occupied by a
chaplain and 24 paupers. After its dissolution, the chapel became
the town gaol. The gaol was demolished in 1805 and its doorway
was moved to Barkers Mill on Beckside and was used as an
entrance to one of its warehouses there.

Excavations in 1858
across the south side
of Saturday market
revealed an old
drainage ditch, a brick
pavement and the
stone foundations of a
pillory house. It
appears to have been
a substantial structure
in which the pillory
and the stocks were
kept and with the
space beneath it being
used as a barber’s
shop. It was
demolished in 1761.

Until 1860, a remnant pool
of Bar Dyke - which may
have been a part of the
‘Great ditch of the town’
stood here, opposite the
Rose & Crown. A ducking
stool was placed here in
1379 and was used as a
punishment for nagging
women who were strapped
into the stool and ducked
three times.

One of the four town
gates, Norwood Bar, stood
at the east end of Hengate
in the 15th century. There
were still two stone posts
marking the spot where
the bar stood in the early
19th century but no trace
remains now.

Altered and re-fronted
in 1931, the Rose &
Crown pub has stood
here since at least 1800.
Originally it fronted onto
York Road and there
used to be a row of
shops where the pub’s
forecourt is. As one of
Beverley’s principal
inns, it had stabling for
80 horses.

The height of the ground
around St Mary’s Church
rose as graves were dug
above existing graves
and the soil built up
against the walls of the
church causing flooding
within the building.
Eventually, in 1864, the
ground around the
church was lowered by
3ft and drains were put
in. Additionally, the
floor level within the
church was raised by 18
inches to allow
ventilation underneath.

In the children’s playground, here on
Wylies Road, there is a gentle north
facing slope which may have been
part of the town ditch that ran
alongside Wylies Road.

Just outside the North Bar stood the medieval St Mary’s Hospital - providing
accommodation for elderly people. It was first mentioned in 1434 with bequests made
to it. By 1792, it was decided that the buildings were in a ruinous condition and they
were demolished and new buildings were put up with a footpath under the bar.

The construction of the Beverley & Barmston drain was completed in 1810 in order to alleviate the
persistent flooding on the west side of the River Hull. The main channel runs approximately parallel to
the river with an outfall sluice into the River Hull at Wincolmlee in Hull.

The beck originally drained into the river 10 yards north of
where it does today (see dotted line for its original course).
Access from the north of the river would have been difficult and
so it was decided to site the new lock on the bend of the river
and to divert the beck into a ‘new cut’ so that it broke through
into the river lower down.

This dry dock was
built in 1858.
Originally, it was
intended that it
would extend all
the way to the
river and that a
second pair of lock
gates would be
fitted, linking the
dock to the river as
well as to the beck.
Unable to establish
a firm foundation
for the walls and
lock gates, the
second pair of
gates was never
built. Instead a
slipway into the
adjacent river was
added. This dock
was used by
Hodgson’s Tannery
to maintain its
fleet of 15 keels.

A major dredging
programme took place in
2004 and lasted for 5
months. Sampling of the
sediments revealed high
levels of heavy metals
and hydrocarbons, as a
result of historic
industrial processes,
particularly tanning.

The Beverley &
Barmston drain needed
to pass under the beck
and William Chapman,
the engineer for the
scheme, advised that
the construction of a
lock would be the best
way to maintain
navigable water levels
in the beck. The drain
passes beneath this
aqueduct which carries
the beck above it.

The lock, built
in 1803, was
needed due to
the drop in the
river level after
the Beverley &
Barmston drain
had been cut to
improve
drainage on
nearby land.
Water could be
held back in the
beck and the
problem of
silting was
somewhat
alleviated as a
result.

The course of the
Beverley & Skidby
drain which traverses
the Beverley &
Barmston drain in a
pipe before heading in
a southerly direction.

Even though drainage has improved, the land on
this side of the river is liable to flood and can be
drained by pumping water into the river at the
pumping station here. In addition, automatic
sensors detect low water levels in the beck and
pump water back into it from the river.

In 1898 a steam engine was installed
next to the lock-keeper’s cottage,
which was used to pump water from
the river into the beck in order to
top up its water levels.

The added
advantage of the
newly positioned
lock on the bend of
the river was that
it improved entry
and exit into the
beck for the keels.

The south side of the beck head had been
dominated by B.O.C.M. Paul’s oil and cake
Mill which, previously, had been Barkers &
Lee Smith up until 1975. Much of the raw
material needed for making animal feed
came by barge from Hull. The mill closed in
1991.

A watermill for grinding
corn stood here whose
tail race fed into the
beck. This branch of
the Walker Beck is
called Mill Dam Drain.

Site of the old gas
works which produced
gas up until 1954 and
whose buildings were
later taken over by
Thompsons Dairies.
All that remains today
is the Greek revival
gateway.

The blue dotted lines show the various courses of the
Walker Beck. The beck had a single source on the
Westwood but forked further north west of this photo at
the junction of Walkergate and Toll Gavel and forked
again within the Tannery site (shown here).

This area is called Crane Warf and cranes for unloading barges were located here from the 18th
century onwards. There is still one remaining today. By 1890 there was also a travelling crane and
traces of the rails on which it travelled can still be seen on the ground if you look carefully.

Site of Hodgson’s Tannery prior to the Flemingate development. The orange dotted
line shows the approximate route of Hell Garth Lane, one of the ‘lost streets’ in
Beverley’s history, which dated back to the reign of James I. It was closed up in 1924.

The last stretch of this branch of the Walker Beck was known as
‘Tan Dyke’ and it ran parallel to Jack Taylor Lane, discharging
toxic waste from the tannery into the beck.

The site of Hall’s
Barton Roperies on
Holme Church Lane.
The business closed
in 1983 and is now
commemorated by
Ropery Close.

There were two huge warehouses
here belonging to Hodgson’s
Tannery which were used for
storing hides and tanning
materials. These warehouses
were originally aircraft hangars
from Leconfield. They were each
fitted with an overhead electric
gantry crane which passed on
rails over the beck so that loads
could be hauled straight out of
the keels.

A link between the
medieval and present
St Nicholas churches
was the rescue of the
font which had been
used on the Westwood
as either a boundary
stone or cattle trough
and which was placed
in the new church.

The original medieval St Nicholas Church stood here. It was also known as Holme
Church which may have come from the church’s location on slightly higher ground
(Holm) amid wet land. The churchyard extended to the back of the tenements along
the north side of the beck. When the church fell into ruin during the mid 17th century,
its stonework was used for repairs to St Mary’s church and the Minster and was also
used for repairs to the banks of the nearby beck.

This is Chalk Villa, a stuccoed
house built in 1839 on this
lane known as Stone Pit Close
which led to the chalk quarry.

In the 1850s two chalk pits existed off
Queensgate and another to the south of
the Westwood. Over time, these merged
together to become the Victoria Whiting
Works. The quarry and whiting works were
run as a family business until 1974 when
they were taken over by English China Clay
International. Today it is run by IMERYS who
are one of the largest producers of white
pigment in the world.

Site of an old
brick works.

Site of the former
Queensgate Whiting
Works. The pit was
later used by Hodgson’s
Tannery to dump waste
materials from the
tanning process. It has
now been filled in and
is a recreation area.

An isolation
hospital for
smallpox patients
was erected here
in 1899. It was a
wooden building
which provided
six beds. It was
demolished in
1930.

The lower half of Victoria Mill, which was the original mill for crushing
chalk on this site, can still be seen at the works. Westwood chalk was
quarried for the paving of roads, for building and also for making lime.

It’s Spring 2014 and the
southern bypass is under
construction, bisecting
Shepherd Lane here.

Cottages built at the nearby Queensgate
whiting works included a row of nine
called Victoria Cottages which were built
in a military style in 1883, presumably to
fit in with the appearance of the barracks.

Site of the borehole and reservoir belonging to the Beverley
Waterworks Company which started to supply piped water to
the town in 1883. Besides supplying Beverley, water was
provided for the whiting works, Broadgate Hospital, and the
Victoria barracks. In addition, carts took water to several
nearby villages. By 1963 Beverley was taken within the area
of direct supply from Hull.

During WW2, the
barracks were
extended by a
hutted army camp in
adjoining fields here
in the Normandy
Avenue area. By
1964 the site had
housing built on it.

Vinegar Hill Farm.
Much of its land was
sold to the county
council in 1940 and
became part of the
grounds of nearby
Broadgate Hospital.

Site of Queensgate
Road whiting works
1875—1970. After
closure, this quarry
was used by Hodgson’s
Tannery as a dump for
waste materials.

Site of Victoria Barracks which was
built in 1877 and served as the depot
of the East Yorkshire Regiment and
housed the East Yorkshire Militia. The
barracks were in use until 1961
before they were demolished in 1982.
The site is now Morrisons supermarket
and car park.

By the 15th century the land between Swinemoor and the
town consisted of strips of open fields in an area called
‘the field of Ridding’ - ‘Ridding’ meaning ‘cleared land’.
The term has survived in the name of Riding Fields
Square. The open land that remains within this area still
shows signs of ridge and furrow patterns.

The first post-war housing estate to be built in Beverley
was the Grovehill Estate. By 1923, 88 concrete houses
had been built on Neville Avenue, Warton Avenue and
Routh Avenue.

On this piece of land, once
owned by William
Wilberforce, stood the
Cottage Hospital. It started
out as a general hospital in
1885 before becoming a
gynaecological unit in 1953.
It closed in 1991 when
services were transferred to
the Westwood Hospital.

William Crosskill set up
his ironworks in a field
off Mill Lane in 1827. By
the middle of the 19th
century there were 240
men working there,
mainly engaged in the
production of Crosskill’s
agricultural machinery,
and the site (indicated
by the dotted line)
covered 6 acres.

In 1865 a new cattle market
was built here on what was
once a paddock between
Norwood and Morton Lane.
Improvements were made
after the Second World War
and by the 1970s the
number of pigs passing
through each week was
around 3,500. In 1994 the
lease for the market ran
out and it was demolished
in 2001.

The Drovers Arms pub stood
here, opposite the gates to
the cattle market. It was also
known as the Cattle Market
Hotel and Market Hotel.
Closed in 1999, it lay derelict
for a couple of years until it
was demolished.

The Cornerhouse pub
was originally known as
the Valiant Soldier. It
may have been built as
early as the 18th
century and, originally,
it would have had a
symmetrical frontage.
However, as Walkergate
was widened at its
junction with Norwood
due to increased traffic,
parts of the building
have been demolished
over time.

Up until 1865, a cattle
market had been held in
Norwood every fortnight
causing much disruption
to the residents who had
to put bars across their
gates in order to prevent
the livestock from
entering their properties.
The brackets for one of
these bars can still be
seen on the gate posts to
Norwood House.

Arden’s Vaults on
Hengate were built in
the early 18th century.
With 7ft thick walls, the
brick vaulted cellar is
100ft long and over 20ft
wide. The Arden family
ran their wine & spirit
business there from
1786 to 1936. During
World War 2 Beverley’s
secret army used to
meet here.

Manor Park is a
cul-de-sac of
housing which
was built on the
premises of
Watts Brothers,
a haulage firm
who had their
warehouse and
lorry park here.

The original St Mary’s Manor was a late 17th century house set on North Bar Within. It was
demolished around 1794 although a wing of the original building was incorporated into the
new house which was set well back from the street when it was re-built. A banked garden
and wall fronted the new property, most likely in order to obscure the busy and noisy street.

The Hall Garth had a
moat around it, part
of which can still be
seen around the south
east edge of the field.

Hall Garth Field was the
site of the hall which was
built for the Archbishops
of York who were the lords
of the manor of Beverley.
After the dissolution of
the monasteries, a gaol
and court buildings were
built on this site. Part of
these buildings became
the Admiral Duncan Inn
and by 1896 it was a
farmhouse which was
finally demolished around
1958.

The archaeological
remains of a
gatehouse and a
little wooden bridge
which crossed the
moat around Hall
Garth were
discovered here in
the 1980s.

A World War II pillbox
is still standing by the
railway here.

A smaller tannery once stood on the south
side of Flemingate. It was eventually
taken over by Hodgson’s. The original
offices and one of the tannery sheds (in
what is now the Leisure Centre car park)
are all that remain.

The main, and most certain, route of the Walker Beck is shown here. It has
defined the shape of the town with its serpentine path being etched in the
street patterns.

The only remaining buildings
from Hodgson’s Tannery.
Sandwiched between the
original offices and set back
from the road was William
Hodgson’s house. He
acquired the site in 1812
when he arrived from County
Durham and started building
up his tanning business.

Hodgson’s Tannery had
4 of its own boreholes
to supply the copious
amount of water
needed for the tanning
process. They were
capable of yielding
2,300 gallons per
minute and were used
to top up the town’s
reservoir during water
shortages.

This old wall has been
preserved and now
surrounds part of the new
East Riding College. It
stands where the friary’s
medieval precinct wall
once stood and marks
what was its most eastern
boundary. (The whole
boundary for the friary
precinct is shown here as
a turquoise line).

Chantry Lane, still visible here before being covered over by
the Flemingate development, was originally joined to Friars
Lane by a level crossing over the railway. Prior to 1888 it
was called Charity Lane because it originally led to the
medieval St Nicholas Hospital which would have been a
charitable institution.

Fleming House was an early 19th century villa which
was used as a recreation club by Hodgson’s Tannery.
It lay derelict for years until it opened as the
Grounds pub in 1997. It was re-named Hodgson’s in
2000 and has recently become The Potting Shed.

The Dominican Friary, built in 1263,
was originally a great complex of
buildings which stretched north east
across the railway and included a
church, dormitories and cloisters.

The Nag’s Head pub
stood here from 1806
until 1908 when it
closed. Some of the
pub’s landlords also had
the job of ferry-man as
the pub was close to the
Grovehill ferry.

Since 1852 there had
been a ferry here at
Grovehill Wharf enabling
access to the village of
Weel. The ferry was
replaced by a swing
bridge in 1903 which
collapsed in 1949 and
was replaced by the
present bascule bridge.

This was the site of
the Tigar fertiliser
works which was
set up here in 1829.
The remains of one
of the old factory
walls can still be
seen. The works
were subsequently
taken over by
Charles Deans in
1925 for the
manufacture of
motor vehicle,
musical instruments
and furniture
components.

Grove House, which became the Deans’ family
home, stood here. It was originally built by
Pennock Tigar around 1830 when he set up his
works on this site. Later it was used as an office
by Charles Deans and some of his staff until new
offices were built. It was eventually demolished
in the 1960s.

Swinemoor Lane
Industrial Estate
was created in
1964 in order to
encourage new and
diversified light
industries in the
town. ABI Caravans
have their factory
here. Their old
offices which face
onto Swinemoor
Lane, are clad with
fibreglass material
- the same used
for cladding their
caravans.

Swinemoor Lane
was first recorded
in 1519. It was a
lane, surrounded
by fields, running
parallel to the
Swinemoor
common, hence its
name.

By 1964, Armstrong Patents was employing almost 2,000 men. It was
no longer possible to expand its works further on the Eastgate site
as its application to demolish the friary had been rejected. As a
result, Armstrong’s set up an additional 10 acre site here.

This area was originally a brick works and then became allotments. It was
subsequently bought by the town corporation in 1930 to use as the municipal refuse
tip. Refuse and night-soil, which had previously been dumped outside the borough,
was brought here by horse and cart. By 1949 lorries were used instead. The tip was
closed in 1964 when a new one at Hoggard House Farm in Weel was provided.

An adult training centre and hostel called The
Laurels was built here in 1965. It was later enlarged
and another hostel, The Lilacs, was added. Both
were demolished in the 1990s.

The Beverley & Barmston Drain was constructed at the end of the 18th century. It was
designed to lower the water table of the carrs adjoining the River Hull. Prior to its
construction, much of the land in this photograph would have been flooded for most
of the year. The drain was kept as straight as possible in order to maximise water flow
which meant that several existing roads crossed it diagonally. This led to the
pioneering construction of ‘skew’ arch bridges which were adopted by railway
engineers later on.

The first sewage treatment works on this site
were built in 1889. Prior to that the principal
sewer for the town was the Walker Beck.
Residual sludge from the works was spread
on nearby Figham. New treatment works
(seen here) were completed in 1971.

The Knights Hospitallers’ Preceptory
was founded here in 1201 on an area of
land called the Trinities. The building,
which was surrounded by a moat, was
used as a pest house during the plagues
of 1610 and 1664. In 1825 many
skeletons were uncovered in the north
east corner of the Trinities, some
buried regularly and others thrown
together in heaps which suggest that
they were plague victims. Much of the
site was obliterated by the building of
the railway although parts of the moat
were still visible as late as 1892.

This area of Figham was used as a rifle range in the late
19th and 20th century and also as a dumping ground for the
waste sludge from the sewerage works. This practice lasted
until the 1980s and changed the ecology of this area. Today
it is still fenced off from the rest of the pasture.

St Giles Hospital stood
here in the late 12th
century. It was a rest
house for cripples and
pilgrims and had a
church and courtyard
within its grounds. It
was dissolved in 1536
and in 1753 it was sold
to Thomas Pennyman
and Lairgate Hall was
built on the site a few
years later.

A Grammar School was
situated in the Minster
Yard from medieval
times. It was re-built in
this corner of the yard in
1610 and some of the
stone used to build it
came from a wall in Lurk
Lane. The building was
demolished in 1814 and
the school moved to
Keldgate in 1816.

The Minster Moorgate
workhouse stood here
during the 18th century
and first half of the
19th century until it
was replaced by the
larger workhouse on
the edge of the
Westwood. It was laid
out in the shape of a
letter H with the
women’s and girls’
wards and yards
separated from those
for the men and boys.

Watts Bros
haulage company
had a depot here
on Lairgate from
1920. The
building was
latterly used as a
carpet warehouse
before being
demolished for
housing in 2005.

In 1643, in order to restrict movement in times of plague and social
unrest, it was ordered that a ‘broad ditch be cast at the west end of
everie lane leadeing into Westwood and only a footbridge made for
foot passengers over such ditches...’ This ditch went past Newbegin
Bar, along Slutwell Lane (Albert Terrace), as far as Keldgate Bar where
it turned east towards Long Lane.

There was a tannery
here on Melrose Park
from the mid 18th
century founded by
William Acklam. In
1939 it became
Melrose Tannery.
The decline in the
tanning industry and
the pressure for
more housing
resulted in the
tannery closing in
1986.

The original Beehive Inn was situated here on Lairgate
in the late 18th century until 1957 when it was
demolished. A new Beehive pub was built on Keldgate
that same year but failed to remain profitable. The
site was sold for housing in 2005.

Here you can see the existing
Hull to Bridlington railway which
opened in 1846. Curving away
below it is the now disused York
to Beverley branch line which
went through Market Weighton
and Pocklington. The track bed is
still clearly visible and becomes
the ‘Hudson Way’ footpath once
it crosses the northern by-pass.

A manor house named Pighill Manor had been
recorded as being on this site since the 14th century.
In the 17th century there was mention of a moat and
ten hearths. The house had been demolished by 1759
but the moat remained well into the 20th century and
earthworks can still be seen today.

The probable site of Woodhall, a
medieval manor house, the grounds of
which were later laid out as a town
burial ground in the 1860s.

The East Riding House of
Correction was built
behind Sessions House in
1810. It was built around
the 8-sided Turnkey’s
House from which the
turnkey (who held all the
keys to the prison) could
view the whole complex.
In a building adjacent was
the treadmill - a cylinder
with steps on its outer
circumference which was a
harsh punishment for the
prisoners. After closure in
1880, the buildings were
sold to a local builder and
some were demolished
while others were
converted to private
houses.

Molescroft Hall
once stood here on
the Driffield Road.
It was a large
house built around
1900 in the Queen
Anne style by
Richard Hodgson
the younger, a
member of the
tanning family.

Longcroft Hall was
built in 1863. The
engineer Gordon
Armstrong lived here
in the 1930s and
1940s. The house was
used as a hospital
during the Second
World War. In 1946 it
was occupied by St
Mary’s Boys’ School
whose building on Mill
Lane had been
destroyed by fire.

The road from
Molescroft to
Beverley, now
Molescroft Road,
was called High
Street in 1439
and Ratton Row
in the 17th
century.

Most of the hamlet
of Molescroft stood
on either side of
Church Road. From
the 14th to the
16th century this
road was called
Towngate or
Northgate and it
originally continued
on to the village of
Bishop Burton.
A licensed alehouse was recorded here from
1754 which served the hamlet of Molescroft.
Originally called the Marquis of Wellington, it
was then re-named the Battle of Trafalgar in
recognition of Nelson’s victory over Napoleon
in 1805. From around 1875, it was known as
the Molescroft Inn.

Gallows Lane was first recorded in the 1540s and may have been
the way to the archbishop’s gallows. It was originally a much
longer lane, leading to open fields (the dashed line showing the
lane today and the dotted line showing its original length).

The housing, nursery school and health
centre, bordered by Wylie’s Road and
Manor Road, were built on the garden
belonging to St Mary’s Manor House.
The house remained a private home
until 1948 when it was purchased and
occupied by the Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries.

North Bar is the only one of the
four gates into the town that has
survived. Constructed in 1409, it
is the oldest brick-built bar in
the country and probably served
as a toll collecting point for
traders attending markets and
fairs. The western pedestrian
passageway through the bar was
created in 1867. During
construction, an extremely thick
stone wall was uncovered which
is thought to have been part of
an earlier gateway structure.

Dead Lane ran behind St Mary’s church on
its east side and was recorded as early as
1329. This was the lane along which the
dead were brought to be buried. It was
stopped up by 1853.

One of the few remaining half-timbered
buildings in Beverley, the width of No 11
Ladygate is the size of a medieval burgage
plot which was a long, narrow plot facing
onto a main street or market place. The
plots were narrow so that valuable frontage
space could be shared out.
Sylvester Lane
was a snicket
which connected
Ladygate with Old
Walkergate and
had housing on it
until after the
second world war.
During the 19th
century it had a
reputation for
drunken brawls
and prostitution
as it was close to
many pubs.

Saturday Market
originally stretched
northwards all the
way to St Mary’s
church and was
bordered by
Ladygate to its east
before this section
was infilled with
buildings in the 18th
century.

Brick-built and with
two stories,
Newbegin Bar stood
here until it was
demolished in 1790.
As the town ditch
ran in front of
Newbegin Bar
House, its front
door was positioned
at the side of the
house and inside
the bar.

This patch of land,
in an area called
Low Friars, is part
of the former
medieval cemetery
which was situated
next to the first
Franciscan Friary
built in 1267. Skulls
and bones have
been discovered at
the site and it is
thought that there
could be as many as
70 skeletons buried
here.

The Roman Doric
doorcase at No 11
Newbegin is a
recycled remnant
of the former
nave galleries at
the Minster which
were removed in
1826.

In 1771, John Courtney bought Newbegin House and also
some cottages on the other side of the road (which were
demolished) in order that he could enlarge the garden to
the south. In order to view his land, he had iron railings put
into the boundary wall along Newbegin where the yew
hedge is today.



































































































Kemp’s Corner, a
well-known
landmark, took its
name from the
premises of John
Kemp & Son who
were printers and
booksellers. The
building was
demolished in 1955
in order to improve
traffic flow.

Dating from the 17th or
18th century, the
Globe Inn stood here
on Ladygate with its
buildings and yard
stretching back to
Walkergate. The yard
was used for the Pig
Market in the 19th
century. The pub was
closed in 1963 and
demolished in 1968
when the old Sow Hill
road was extended to
meet New Walkergate.

The original Market Cross was a large open
structure with a tiled roof, big enough for
traders to stand underneath and for a wagon
and horses to pass through. The cross was
damaged in 1707 and a new cross was built and
completed in 1714.

Site of Spencer School which was formerly called The Wesleyan School. It moved
here to Spencer Street in 1844 having previously been situated in a room in the
Walkergate Chapel (now the back of the Toll Gavel United Reformed Church).
The school closed in 1967. Spencer Street was originally called Duncum Street
up until 1900.

Behind the old Corn Exchange stood
the Butchers Shambles, the Butter
Market and the Fish Shambles. In 1886
the site was cleared to make way for
the new Corn Exchange and swimming
baths (now Browns department store).

In the 19th century, Malt Kiln Lane was at the
junction of Walkergate and Butcher Row and
had a malt kiln standing at the end of it. It
now leads to a car park.

This block of 18th century buildings is known as the Dings
or Butterdings. This is the site where the medieval stone
house belonging to the Archbishop of York once stood. It
is said that there are massive cellars under some of these
shops which stretch out under the market place.

A Baptist chapel
stood here at the
top of Cross Street
and its junction
with Well Lane. It
was demolished in
1909 in order that
Lord Roberts Road
could be cut
through from
Wednesday Market.
A replacement
Baptist church was
built further back
on the new road
which is now the
East Riding
Theatre.

Wednesday Market,
formerly called
‘Fishmarketgate’, was
the earliest market
place in Beverley. It
used to have a small
island of buildings at
its centre which were
removed in 1811.
Maria de Stuteville
was one of the last
witches to be burnt
here.

Erected in 1828, the Dispensary supplied ‘..the sick
poor with medical advice and medicine.’ In 1885 the
dispensary was amalgamated with the Cottage
Hospital which had just been built on Morton Lane.
The building here then became the Masonic Hall
before being incorporated into County Hall.

Here on Wilbert Lane in 1886, the Salvation Army built a
new Citadel, with seating for 1200 people, to replace the
various meeting places it used around Beverley. It was
closed in 1985 and later demolished.

The remains of
medieval ridge and
furrow can be seen
in this corner
between the Hurn
hedge and York
Road. The distance
between the
furrows is roughly 8
yards which is the
typical distance
employed in oxen
ploughing.

During the Second World
War the Westwood
became a military
training area with the old
quarries being used for
tank training and the
Home Guard being
trained in the use of a
Spigot Mortar, the base of
which is still here, at the
bottom of Hill 60.

Newbegin pits were
dug out for the
extraction of chalk
which was burnt in
lime kilns nearby and
which was also used
in building work.
Many old houses in
Beverley have
Westwood chalk
foundations. Bricks
were also made at
the lime kilns which
were in use until
1812.

Avenues of trees were planted on the
York, Newbald and Walkington roads
in 1897 to mark Queen Victoria’s
Diamond Jubilee that year.

Site of a Second World War aircraft
observation bunker. In addition, a grid of
concrete posts was erected on the flat area
around Black Mill in order to obstruct
possible enemy landings.

The first Great Yorkshire Show, the biggest and most popular
agricultural show in Yorkshire, was held here within the race
course in 1845, 1869, 1894, 1909, and 1936. On each occasion,
Beverley children were given the day off school. Since 1951 the
show has been held at its permanent site in Harrogate.

The pits provided a natural amphitheatre for spectator sports
such as cock fighting and bull baiting. These sports had been
banned from the town but survived on the Westwood until
1824. There were thought to have been up to 6 bull baiting
rings in this area although only one remains visible today.

In the early days the pilots were carrying out aerial patrols and training in the primitive
aircraft of the time. Black Mill gave help to airmen on their final approach to their
racecourse landing ground. The landing ground on the Hurn was described by one tense
trainee pilot of 47 Squadron as “like landing on a grassy pimple with the landing strip
receding on the far side of the pimple”.

In 1915 the military authorities requisitioned 179 acres of the Westwood, including the
racecourse and land to the north of the Hurn, on which to establish an aerodrome. The
flying area was eventually located on this land, with the aerodrome buildings located
just to the west of today’s racecourse buildings.

The first mention of horse
racing on the Hurn was in
1765 and the first
grandstand was built here
in 1768. The oval course
provided an excellent
ground of almost a mile
and a half in length with a
half mile straight run in.

Beverley’s first race
course was laid out
around Black Mill in
1690. The track you
can see here, known
as Tan Gallop, is
thought to have
been a training track
and not the original
course. It got its
name from the spent
bark chips from the
tannery that were
deposited here to
make the going
softer for the
horses.

Black Mill, built in 1803, was originally white-washed
and was later tarred to prevent damp. The mill was
damaged by fire in 1868 and all the working gear was
dismantled. A mill house originally stood next to the
mill tower and was used as a dwelling until circa 1960,
when it was demolished.

