Extraordinary Women
In 1918, after years of bitter struggle, British women finally won the right to vote in parliamentary elections. In 2018 we
celebrate the 100th anniversary of this achievement with an exhibition about some of the women of Beverley who have
stood out in history, which predominantly records male achievements.
The history books are full of the achievements of men, but women are harder to find.
Where they are remembered it is often because of their art or their writing, since the
results can still be seen today. There may be charitable legacies such as those seen below,
or some notoriety that led them to be recorded. Just occasionally, though, some women
may be remembered because they were brought to people’s attention for the work that
they did or because they were memorable characters.

In this exhibition we have tried to find examples
of women with links to Beverley from as wide a
range of activities as possible, although, as you
might expect, it has often proved difficult to find
images of the women themselves.

Elizabeth Westoby [1786-1867]

Twice widowed, Ann Routh
was married only a year to
her second husband, grocer
Thomas Routh of Snaith. As
a wealthy widow, she wanted
to provide a home for as
many old, poor widows as her
“rents would maintain at 2/each”. Eventually Ann Routh’s
Almshouse was built between
1748 and 1750 “further to
her will”. It was designed by
John Moyser the son of a
Beverley M.P and constructed
by Thomas Wrightson for
£387.11s 6d. on a piece of
land, formerly an orchard, on
the north side of Keldgate.

Elizabeth Westoby, nee Taylor, was born in 1786. She worked as
a servant to grocer, Richard Fox in Keldgate with whom she had a
daughter, Harriet, in 1816. 71 year old Richard Fox was a councillor
and had been Mayor of Beverley in 1797 and 1808. When Richard
died in 1823 he left bequests to nephews, an annuity to Elizabeth
and the rest of his estate to Harriet. Harriet went to live in London
and died in 1834 aged only 18, perhaps of whooping cough, at which
point Elizabeth inherited Harriet’s estate. She married John Westoby
in 1840 when she was
55, but in 1843 he died of
apoplexy. In 1863 Elizabeth
donated six acres of land
on the south corner of
Keldgate and Queensgate
for three cottages to be built
by Richard Arnott for poor
widows. Elizabeth died in
Mrs Westoby’s almshouses on Keldgate.
1867.

Ann Routh’s house on Toll Gavel.
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George Oliver in 1829
recorded the number of
widows living there as thirtytwo. Rules stated that the
women “must reside in the
Drawing of Ann Routh’s Hospital on Keldgate
room assigned to them,
by Thomas Bonfrey Burton in 1884.
attend divine service twice
a day, on all Sundays and
holidays in the gown provided by the trustees with a silver badge
attached thereto. No spirituous liquors
shall on any account be introduced
into the hospital unless upon the
recommendations of the apothecary.”
The silver badge bore Ann Routh’s
The silver badges worn by the
name and the date of her death.
Ann Routh residents

Harriet Sample [d.1905]
Harriet Sample died in 1905 and left £1400 to help expectant and
nursing mothers. She also left £100 to the Baptist Chapel in Well
Lane.

Caroline Walker [d.1957]
In her will of 1957 Caroline
Walker left 48 acres of
land in Beverley Parks to
Consolidated Charities.
When the land was sold the
profits helped to renovate
existing almshouses and
build 12 more in New
Walkergate in 1984.
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Ann Routh [d.1722]

Courtesy: Joan Kemp

Charitable works

Caroline Walker’s almshouses on New
Walkergate.

Women’s suffrage
The suffrage movement

Beverley’s Suffragists

The roots of the women’s suffrage movement lay in the late 1860s
when a group of women organised a petition demanding that women
should have the same political rights as men. When their proposed
bill was defeated in 1867 the London Society for Women’s Suffrage
and a number of similar groups were founded all over Britain. In
1897, 17 of these groups joined together to form the National Union
of Women’s Suffrage Societies (NUWSS), led by Millicent Fawcett.

In Beverley the pursuit of women’s rights largely followed Millicent
Fawcett’s plans to take a constitutional route to change.
The Hull Women’s Suffrage
Society held its first public
meeting in Beverley in the
Assembly Rooms in 1905.
There was support from men
as well as women - Alderman
Stuart expressed approval of
the movement and wanted
The Assembly Rooms on Norwood
the franchise to be extended,
while James Elwell proposed a vote of thanks to the speakers. A
Beverley branch of the NUWSS was formed the same afternoon.

Whilst the approaches diverged there
was respect on both sides. Although
Mrs Pankhurst’s suffragettes gained
most media notoriety it was the NUWSS that eventually crafted
the Parliamentary Bill and nurtured the support of members of
parliament, leading to the ultimate success of the movement.

Mary and Louisa were instrumental in getting
well-known suffragists to visit the area,
bringing Jessie Craigen a campaigner and
leading light in the early NUWSS, to Beverley
in 1899, shortly before Jessie’s death.

At a further meeting
in the Temperance
Hall in May 1909 the
Methodist Minster Rev.
Herbert Langley was in
the chair, saying that
he “fully sympathised
with the movement”.
The Temperance Hall before it was demolished to
However, opposition
make way for the new magistrates’ court.
came in the form of a
letter to the Beverley Guardian in 1910 from the ‘Men’s League for
Opposing Women’s Suffrage’.
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In 1904, whilst working at
the Victoria Hospital for
Sick Children in Hull, Dr
Mary Murdoch became
the founding president
of the Hull branch of
the NUWSS, and many
other branches in local
towns. She appointed
Dr Mary Murdoch at work in her study.
Dr Louisa Martindale
as her assistant, and they lived together at
Grosvenor House in Hull where there is now a
plaque to her. In 1910 Mary became the first
female GP in Hull, which was a remarkable
achievement for the time.

Reproduced by permission of the Carnegie Centre, Hull

Dr Mary Murdoch

In August 1908, the
NUWSS launched
its Yorkshire tour
with a caravan
travelling from
Whitby, reaching
Beverley Market
Place in December.
As Jill Liddington
The start of the suffragists’ caravan tour in Whitby, this points out in her
book ‘Rebel Girls’:
caravan travelled round Yorkshire, including Beverley.
“This voyage had
succeeded in reaching fresh rural communities, previously untouched,
with the suffrage demand.” A “successful meeting” was held in the
Temperance Hall in Well Lane, where the room was “packed to the
doors”.

Dr Louisa Martindale
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Jessie Craigen was a working-class
suffrage speaker in a movement
that was predominantly made
up of middle and upper class
activists.
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Reproduced by permission of The Women’s Library collection, LSE

The NUWSS adopted a peaceful
and non-confrontational approach,
believing that success could be gained
by argument and education. By 1903
some campaigners had become
disillusioned with this approach,
leading to the foundation of the
Women’s Social and Political Union
(WSPU) by Emmeline Pankhurst. The
WSPU’s approach was to use militant
direct action tactics.
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The women’s suffrage movement started in the 1860s with Millicent Fawcett’s suffragists, but became much more
militant, with direct action tactics, under Mrs Pankhurst’s suffragette movement. In Beverley it was the suffragist
approach that gained most support, starting here in 1905.

Working Women

Miss Rossiter

Holland House in Register Square, the
location of Miss Stephenson’s school.

Girls of Miss Stephenson’s school, c.1863.

During the First World War Miss Rossiter’s sister, Cecilia, taught geography
Cricket on the field, early 20th century
and another sister, Miss Fanny Rossiter, was matron and taught Art. Miss G.M.
Rossiter took Latin and Assemblies. Her deputy and close friend, Miss Read taught English, coached cricket and
produced school plays. Miss Rossiter retired in 1933 and moved to Somerset where she died in 1954. The Rossiter
Scholarship Foundation was established in 1944 to assist pupils with individual grants for art and culture.

Miss Rossiter was the first Headmistress of Beverley High School from 1908
until 1933. Her speech to the first 19 pupils and 4 staff welcomed them with the
words, “being such a small number we shall have no rules for the first term; we
shall be one happy family party.” Initially fee-paying, it was a boarding school
for young ladies plus some scholarship girls who had to pass an Entrance Exam.
They paid for their uniforms, books and extras such as music, painting, dancing,
swimming and gymnastics. There was also a kindergarten for boys and girls.

Miss G.M. Rossiter

Miss Elizabeth Stephenson,
about 1828.

Miss Elizabeth Stephenson leased a house in Highgate in 1824 for six years
for £10 a year before moving to Eastgate with her sister Ellen. In 1851 the
school moved to Hengate with 34 boarders aged between 6 and 18; boys were
prepared for public school. Children from all over Yorkshire plus some from
Scotland attended Miss Stephenson’s school. By the mid 19th century it was
“a high class boarding school for young ladies” in Newbegin House. In 1866
the school settled in Holland House in Register Square. In 1905 10 girls passed
Cambridge Local Examinations in bookkeeping, English, history and geography,
some with distinction. Alice Stephenson and her two sisters inherited the
boarding school on the death of their aunt Elizabeth. Alice died in 1925 aged 83
and the school closed in 1926.

Elizabeth and Ellen Stephenson

Managing schools for girls was a popular occupation for middle class women and was viewed as being socially acceptable. Miss Hannah
Bamford was mistress at St. Mary’s Infant School, Lairgate, the Misses Morley had a Ladies Seminary in Alexandra Terrace. Women teachers in
1829 included: Mary Aldridge in Wednesday Market, Elizabeth Parker, mistress at the Graves Girls School, and Mary Hall had a ladies boarding
school in St. John’s Street.
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In 1892 female licensed victuallers ran the Beverley
Arms, the Buck, Dog and Duck, Globe, Golden Ball,
and the Holderness Hotel. Beerhouses run by women
included the Oak Tree in Dog & Duck Lane, the Railway
Tavern in Wednesday Market, the Tanners Arms,
Keldgate, and the Travellers Rest at Beckside. Mrs. H.
Frankish in Saturday Market Place and Mrs. Pick in
Eastgate owned Refreshment Rooms. Other business
women included Mrs. Mary Appleton who was a Draper
& Dealer in Fancy Goods in Wednesday Market and,
perhaps surprisingly, Mrs. Mary Bannister was a stone
mason in Well Lane.

Despite these views, however, women did hold working
roles even in the early 19th century. By 1851 a third of
Beverley’s shopkeepers were women. Elizabeth Taylor
was a gunmaker with her 2 sons. Grocer, Rosabella
Newstead employed 5 people. Sarah Shaw, a draper,
had 2 live-in apprentices, and Sarah and Elizabeth
Ranson were haberdashers. Mrs. Leaf ran an ‘Old
Photographic Establishment’ until 1861. In 1851 788
women were employed as domestic servants, 471
general servants, 43 cooks, 30 nurses, 70 housekeepers,
60 laundresses, 17 washerwomen, and 24 charwomen.

In 1911 the Beverley Guardian stated that “if a girl
has even enough to live on she should not take up any
employment when her doing so would exclude one
whose livelihood depends on getting work”.

The Mutual Improvement Society discussed the
admission of women in 1859, but the secretary said
“the proper sphere for ladies is at home where they
might be instructed in the art of cooking”.

Despite the prevailing view that women should stay at home, either because they should be cooking or because they could deprive a man of his livelihood by taking his job, many
19th century women were employed (and indeed were often employers) in the town. One of the more socially acceptable roles for working women was in running schools.
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Francis and Elizabeth Collinson standing outside the
White Horse in the early 1900s. [Note the buildings at
the far end of Hengate which were demolished when
Walkergate was widened.]
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The bar with its marble-topped tables.

‘Old Brew’, produced
specially by William
Youngers Brewery, was
reckoned to be stronger
than Newcastle Brown
Ale and Nellie would
advise men against
having more than a
Traditional gas lights (still used).
third pint.

Francis had allowed his
Nellie in the bar at the White Horse and (right) Nellie’s licence above the
daughter Nellie to help
door, with the old rocking horse that belonged to their friend Richard
Whiteing.
in the business from
her teens. When Nellie was finally in charge herself she banned women from the bar and
disapproved of them buying drinks. She always refused to serve nurses.

William ran the pub after
his father died although his
mother Elizabeth was the
licensee from 1937-1939,
and Nellie took over on
William’s death in 1952.

Francis and his wife Elizabeth had 14 children
between 1890 and 1906, 7 boys and 7 girls,
baby Violet died at 5 months. William was the
eldest, followed by Frank, Lilly (known as Sissy), Arthur (died in the first World War), Nellie,
Timothy or Tim (looked after horses), Dorothy, David, John, Thomas, Edith Emily (Edie), Annie
and Ada (twins).

The Collinson family owned the White Horse
from 1887 until 1976. There had been a
public house on this site from at least 1585.
Francis Collinson took over running the pub
from William Burrell in 1892 and also ran a
saddlers business on the site. His apprentices
would also live at the pub. Francis bought the
premises from St. Mary’s Church in 1927.
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Stabling and outhouses in the yard behind the White Horse, now demolished.

After Nellie, Ada and Dorothy died in 1975, the White Horse was
sold to Sam Smith’s Brewery. After the sale Annie, Edie and Tom
moved into a house across the road. To them the pub was always
the ‘White Horse’, never ‘Nellies’ as most customers referred to it
(and often still do). Annie Collinson was the last surviving member
of the White Horse dynasty. She died in 1997 aged 91.

Tim looked after the horses and carriages in the stable yard where
you would also see chickens and cows that had been brought down
from the Westwood or the fields the family had up Pighill Lane.
There was a saddler’s shop on the corner. The third son Arthur was
killed in the First World War in 1917 and is buried at Wimeraux.

Ada did a lot of the cooking, using the side oven in the kitchen for
baking for the family. Food was not provided to the customers,
only crisps and Kit Kats were available. The living room, next to the
kitchen was always known as the ‘Nursery’

Nellie had a gentleman friend, known as ‘Suitcase Johnnie’, with
whom she often argued so he kept his suitcase packed. Nellie was
still running the pub in her 80s.

There were two small bars, a kitchen and a men’s bar with 19th
century prints covering the walls. A marble-topped table functioned
as a bar while glasses were washed up in a bowl. Ale was served
from a jug, and customers were encouraged to return their empty
glasses themselves. Lit by gaslight, there were no carpets, and coal
fires were the only form of heating.

Only Frank, the second son, married and had two children. The rest
stuck together, taking on specific jobs in the business.

Elizabeth (Nellie) Collinson [1895-1975]
Pat Deans collection
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The White Horse (known as ‘Nellie’s’) today.

The kitchen of the White Horse.

Copy of a painting of the kitchen by Kenneth
Elwell.

Copy of a painting of the front saloon by
Kenneth Elwell.
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following year.
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Fred and Mary honeymooned in
Scarborough and Fred moved into
the Bar House. Mary inherited
her husband’s wealth and also
many tobacco shares from an
uncle. They employed five indoor
staff and two gardeners.

Bar House (where Mary and Fred
lived) from the garden, painted by Fred
Elwell.

Mary, or Mamie as she was
usually known, exhibited 58
paintings over 22 years at the
Royal Academy specialising in
house interiors. She became a
member of the Society of Women
Artists.

She hosted dinner, fancy dress
and garden parties at Bar House in
aid of Dr. Barnardo’s Homes. It was
said that many found her difficult
to get to know and younger
members of the family were rather
in awe of her and her pet chows.
Mary enjoyed time spent in
London at the Elwell house and
studio in Holland Park where she
could mix with fellow artists. In
Beverley she had a busy social
life with her Wednesday bridge
parties and charitable works
such as the inauguration of the
Cottage Hospital where she laid
the foundation stone in 1935.
She was a regular member of the
congregation at St. Mary’s Church.
She supported the Beverley Boys’
Club and tested Guides for their
art badge.
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‘Bedroom, Bar House, Beverley’
painted by Mary Elwell in 1935. Mary
specialised in interior views, often as
empty rooms or with only one person
(usually a woman) present.
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George, Mary and Fred were
good friends and together bought
a boat to sail on the Beck and the
River Hull. When George became
ill, Fred helped Mary to nurse him
and apparently it was George’s
‘The Wreath’ by Mary Dawson Holmes, suggestion that they should
as she was when this was painted
marry after his death, which they
in 1908. It was well received when
did in London in 1914.
exhibited at the Royal Academy the

For a time she used the Guard
Room over the Bar as her studio.
She also helped to organise her
husband’s commissions and
diary. She learned welding at the
Munitions Factory during the
First World War in Armstrong’s
Garage and spent time in a caravan
outside Driffield when she and
Fred worked in the Jam Factory
there.

‘Corte Corsica’ painted by Mary in
either 1927 or 1937. This is one of
Mary’s many pictures painted while
travelling round Europe with Fred
between the wars.

‘Caravans at Rye’ painted by Fred in
1923, showing the caravans of Sanger’s
Circus in which Fred and Mary lived
while they were following the circus.

Mamie and Fred loved travelling
and spent their summers painting
in Europe between the wars. She also went along with Fred’s plan
to follow Sanger’s Circus in a horse drawn caravan in the summer of
1923.
After a stroke in 1950 Mamie was confined to bed, unable to speak.
She died in 1952 and is buried with Fred in St. Mary’s Churchyard.

Margaret Parker [1925-2012]

Right: ‘White Poppies on a Table’
Far right: ‘Grey landscape’
showing two different styles of painting used by Margaret.
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Margaret Parker nee Charlesworth, born near Sheffield, came to Beverley in the 1960s.
She painted in watercolour and oils “intrigued by patterns, shapes and reflections of
buildings in the Hull dockland area”. She belonged to Hull Art Circle and Haltemprice
Group. Exhibitions of her work have been held at the Royal Scottish Academy and many
galleries across the country. Both Hull and York Universities and Beverley Art Gallery
bought several of her paintings, the latter holding exhibitions in 1986 and 2012. She
continued to work into the 1990s despite poor vision and arthritis in her hands.
ERYMS (BAG): 1997.122
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Portrait of Mary Elwell, painted by Fred
Elwell shortly before their marriage in
1914.

Born in Liverpool, Mary Elwell
was the daughter of John Bishop,
a shipping merchant. She came to
Beverley with her first husband,
George Holmes, 20 years her
senior, and set up home in the
Bar House next to North Bar.
She became a student of artist
Fred Elwell R.A. who exhibited
a portrait of her at the Royal
Academy in London in 1904. As
Mrs. Holmes she presented her
Academy painting, ‘The Wreath’
to the town in 1908 and exhibited
her paintings at the Local Artists’
Exhibition in Beverley Art Gallery.
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Mary Dawson Elwell [1874-1952]
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Acclaimed as an early feminist her views and
unconventional lifestyle made her unpopular with
male authors of the time but she was instrumental in
influencing 19th century educational reforms in Britain.
She didn’t believe girls’ education was adequate and
wrote that women should be educated so they could
2 Highgate, which now (2018) has a blue
support themselves and educate their children. A
plaque for Mary Wollstonecraft (below).
republican and supporter of the French Revolution she
was acquainted with a group of highly educated people in London
including Samuel Johnson, William Blake and Robert Southey.
19th century feminists praised her aims although deprecated her
‘immorality’. Mrs. Millicent Fawcett, the suffragist, said “Mary
Wollstonecraft’s great merit was not to sanction any depreciation of
the immense importance of the domestic duties of women”.

Mary lived in
Beverley until
1775. She enjoyed
her time in the
Portrait of Mary Wollstonecraft by John
town, quoting a
Opie, c.1797
poem in a letter
“It’s Beverley Sweet Beverley, in thee I take delight” and
speaks about her “darling Westwood”.

Mary’s husband William
Godwin, 1802, by George
Dawe after James
Northcote

Portrait of Mary Wollstonecraft by artist
Stewy, projected onto the wall of the
Beverley Arms for Heritage Open Day 2018.

Mary’s second daughter
Mary Shelley, 1840, by
Richard Rothwell

Mary’s personal life was rather unconventional, and received much
attention at the time. She had two ill-fated affairs, and her first
daughter Fanny was born from the second of these. Mary then went
on to marry William Godwin, one of the forefathers of the anarchist movement,
but died in 1797 only eleven days after the birth of her second daughter, leaving a number of unfinished
manuscripts. Her second daughter became an accomplished writer herself as Mary Shelley, famous as
the author of ‘Frankenstein’.

She wrote several books including, in 1792, ‘A Vindication of the
Rights of Woman’, one of the most significant books in the English
language.

Mary made a short return visit to Beverley, probably in 1795, when
she wrote “the town did not please me quite so well as formerly. It
appeared so diminutive and when I found that many of the inhabitants
had lived in the same houses ever since I left it, I would not help
wondering how they could thus have vegetated.” She also commented
“The good folks of Beverley were very ready to find out their
neighbours’ faults.”

National Portrait Gallery under Creative Commons licence

Born in London in 1759 Mary Wollstonecraft’s incompetent
father forced the family to move house many times. In
1768 he became a tenant farmer at Walkington and three
years later moved to Highgate, Beverley (now known to
have been no.2). As a child Mary became friendly with
Jane, daughter of Dr John Arden of Beverley, a philosopher
and scientist (he made scientific instruments for Burton
Constable, where they can still be seen). Arden taught and
encouraged Mary, recognizing her fierce intellect.

Courtesy: Kloskk Tyrer
Courtesy: Kloskk Tyrer
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Mary Wollstonecraft was a writer, philosopher and advocate of women’s rights, sometimes referred to as “the first feminist”. She wrote a number of novels and treatises but is
best known for her book ‘A Vindication of the Rights of Woman’ published in 1792.

National Portrait Gallery under Creative Commons licence

National Portrait Gallery, reproduced under Creative Commons licence

Mary Wollstonecraft [1759-1797]

Picture by Dick Lidwell

By Richard Croft, CC BY-SA 2.0, https://commons.
wikimedia.org/w/index.hp?curid=39875976
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In 1799 she wrote ‘The Young Ladies’ English Grammar’ and
‘A French Grammar’ in 1808. She was accused of plagiarism
by author John Evans when she published her book ’Excursion
from London to Dover’ and subsequently ceased writing.

Jane was a devout
Christian and ran
Elsham Hall, where Jane ran her school for
her school along
30 years.
these lines. One
of her former pupils wrote that “out of no school was there
ever sent forth a greater number of solidly educated christian
women”, probably totalling 600 young women over the
course of half a century.

She married Mr. Gardiner, a friend of her younger
brother, in 1797 and in 1800 they moved, with the
school, to Elsham Hall in Lincolnshire where she
built up a large library of 2800 volumes in English,
French and Italian. She ran the school for another 30
years, retiring aged 78, and died four years later.

Jane started teaching early, leaving home in her mid-teens to work as governess to the
children of Lady Martin in Norfolk. In 1780 she moved to Somerset to take up a position in Lord
Ilchester’s household before returning to Beverley to open a boarding school in 1784. This she
ran for 13 years, providing a home for her ageing parents and invalid younger sister.

Around 110 of her works have survived to this day, although the
earliest was dated 1823, suggesting she may not have started
painting until her 30s.

Elizabeth was a talented artist who worked in a variety of styles
and mediums. Working in pencil and adding colour to key elements
was one of Elizabeth’s favourite styles. She also favoured leaving
her works partially finished. Many of her works were copies from
books and prints, which, although frowned upon today, was a
popular approach in Elizabeth’s time.

Elizabeth grew up during a time when women who did not work were
encouraged to take up ‘suitable’ hobbies such as drawing or needlework.
It is likely that this was how she became interested in natural history
drawing, particularly as this was an increasingly popular pastime in the
early 19th century. Botanical subjects were seen as especially suitable
for women in a time when the art world was dominated by men.
The delicate and decorative elements of such subjects possibly
reflected the feminine pursuits of embroidery and tapestry.

After her father’s death in 1818 her brother George Jackson
inherited the house in Highgate and Elizabeth moved to an address
in North Bar Without. She never married, and died in July 1830
whilst staying with her sister near Kendal.

Elizabeth Lambert was the granddaughter of John Arden (see Jane
Arden), and daughter of George Lambert (1748-1818). Born in
1790, she grew up in a large townhouse on Highgate, the eldest of
five siblings. Her father and eldest brother George Jackson were
organists at Beverley Minster for a total of 98 years between them.
Elizabeth also inherited the talent for music, with records showing
that she was paid to play the organ at St Mary’s Church.

Elizabeth Lambert was a talented artist who lived in Beverley all her life. She was
captivated by the early 19th century popularity of natural history drawing and painting
and produced a large number of beautiful pencil studies and watercolours during her short
life. A scrapbook of her surviving work was recently donated to the East Riding Museums
Service and has been carefully conserved.

Jane Arden was a good friend of Mary Wollstonecraft, corresponding with her
for many years after Mary left Beverley. Jane herself was a teacher, setting up
a school in Beverley and subsequently in Lincolnshire, where she compiled an
extensive library and wrote books herself.

Jane corresponded with her friend Mary Wollstonecraft from 1773, and 15 of the letters
were preserved. Her father was John Arden a lecturer in Natural Philosophy and Fellow of the
Royal Society. He built his own scientific apparatus, notably an “electric orrery” which he used
for public lectures and lessons for his children and Jane’s friend Mary Wollstonecraft. Jane’s
brother John was a doctor and apothecary who became mayor of Beverley seven times and the
first one to refuse to buy a bull for baiting to entertain the townspeople.

Elizabeth Lambert [1790-1830]
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Jane Arden [1758-1840]
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Elizabeth Bielby [1849-1929]
Elizabeth Bielby started work as a medical missionary in India, specialising in women’s health. She petitioned Queen
Victoria for a women’s medical service in India and was instrumental in the foundation of the Countess of Dufferin Fund
which provided scholarships for women to be educated in the medical field.
The 1861 census records Elizabeth Bielby living in Beverley with her
father Robert and mother Aley, four sisters and two brothers. As a
young woman she went out to India as a medical missionary and
established a small hospital “sufficiently trained to be conscious of her
own deficiencies” which prompted her to come back to Europe and
study to become a fully qualified doctor.

In 1881 she treated the Maharani of Puna in India who insisted
that Dr. Bielby should take a message to Queen Victoria which
she placed in a large silver locket around Dr. Bielby’s neck. Queen
Victoria “displayed much interest in Dr. Bielby’s work” and, with
Lady Dufferin, set up a fund in 1885 to provide scholarships to give
medical training to Indian women.
Believing that missionaries didn’t have enough
knowledge and that the “ignorance and superstition”
of Indian midwives cost hundreds of lives she felt
it was essential to give medical training to Indian
women. Her graduation thesis from Berne University
in 1884 was on the treatment of chest diseases
in childhood. She also trained in medicine and
midwifery in Dublin and ran a Dispensary for Women
and Children in Edinburgh after her graduation.

She focussed on women’s health knowing that the
rule of seclusion applying to Hindu and Muslim
women meant they could be seen only by close
male relatives. As all Indian doctors were men, she
lectured and trained Indian nurses as she believed
the high mortality rate for women and children in
India was affected by the lack of medical training of
the female ‘Dais’ who traditionally attended births.
Dr. Bielby, a physician “whose energy and excellent
work are making her name famous throughout
India”, worked at the Lady Aitchison Hospital
in Lahore for 15 years before going into private
practice looking after Indian and English families
including that of Rudyard Kipling. It has been
suggested that Mrs. Macrae in Kipling’s ‘Garm, A
Hostage’ published in 1899, was inspired by Dr.
Bielby, “a lady doctor who cured the sick wives of
kings”.

In June 1911 the Beverley Guardian reported “Dr.
Elizabeth Bielby returns to her native Beverley after
32 years in India. She was 6 years in Lucknow then
went to Lahore where she was in charge of the
Lady Aitchison Hospital for 15 years. Dr. Bielby took
Magdala House, Station Square, Beverley for her
residence which will be ready for her on her return
Frontispiece of Elizabeth Bielby’s
graduation thesis from Berne University in December, 1911”. She retired in 1927 and died in
in 1884.
1929.

Caroline Brereton [1828-1882]

The 1881 census records Caroline as a
widow and head of household in North Bar Within. On her death in 1882 she
left an estate of over £3800, the bulk of which (£2000) was bequeathed to
her niece, Catherine Lillian Peach. One of her works, a sketch of Tiger Lane,
Beverley, was exhibited at the opening of Beverley Art Gallery in 1910.
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‘Mouldings in the chantry, St
Mary’s Church’, 1866.
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‘Ladygate and Lairgate, Beverley’,
1850

She produced a series of water-colours
and pen and ink drawings of local
buildings and architectural features, which
were used by her father to illustrate talks
to the Yorkshire Architectural Society and
other groups. Some were reproduced
as lithographs. Most of the works in
the Beverley Art Gallery collection date
between 1848 and the mid 1860s, and are
often signed C.H. or C.A.H.

ERYMS: 1997.630

ERYMS: 1997.221

Caroline Ann Brereton was an amateur artist who was active in the middle of the nineteenth century. She
was the eldest daughter of the Beverley surgeon Charles Brereton and his wife Caroline. In 1867 she married
Dr John Hartley at Burton-le-Coggles, Lincolnshire. They had two daughters, Elizabeth and Sarah. After living
in Leeds for a while they returned to Beverley to live at 3 Bar House, North Bar Street, where Caroline took
up painting.

‘St Mary’s Church, Beverley, The
Minstrels’ Pillar’, 1852.
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After the First World War,
Thelma Monsen applied
for a job at the Picture
Playhouse cinema and
quickly became involved
in the day to day running
of the business. She later
married Ernest Symmons
the proprietor.

The Fish Shambles, built in 1777 to a
design by William Middleton. Drawn
by Clennell c.1830.

St Hilda [614-680]
ERALS: DDX1329

The staff of the Picture Playouse in 1931, with
Thelma would fetch
Thelma Monsen centre front.
and carry equipment
and was instrumental in
getting Ernest to get to
the River Humber to film
the wreckage of the R38
airship, which earned
them £50 from Pathe.
Thelma was a trained
singer and frequently
entertained Playhouse
audiences until a chest
Frame from Ernest Symmons’ film of the R38
condition caused her
crash in the River Humber.
to give up her singing
career. When Ernest
Symmons died in 1957 aged 74 Thelma kept the Playhouse going,
extending the opening times to include Sunday evenings.

In 1804, when there was a shortage
of fish the Corporation directed that
‘Fish Nanny’ should receive “30/- a
year during pleasure as a bounty
and an encouragement to her for
supplying the town with fish”. In
1777 every person bringing fish to
the Shambles had to pay 6d. plus
2d for the Market Keeper to provide
weights and measures and for
cleaning the Shambles.
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‘Fish Nanny’ [c.1804]

Thelma Symmons [1899-1991]

St Hilda was an East Riding princess,
the great niece of Edwin, first
Christian king of Northumbria and
founder of York Minster. After her
father was murdered she was brought
up in Edwin’s court. In 657 Hilda
became the founding abbess of
Whitby Abbey where she remained
until her death in 680. Both women
Portrait of Hilda from a window in
and men were taught in the monastic
St Hilda’s Church, Ashford.
school here, one of whom was the
future St John of Beverley, without whom Beverley might never have
come into existence.

Grace Morley [b.1899]
The Morley family ran
the Beverley Arms from
1852 until 1920. It was
described as a “family
and commercial posting
house”. David Morley
had 2 children – Grace
and David. The family
had their sitting room
The Beverley Arms Hotel
on the ground floor and
were always involved in hotel life. Grace could lean out of her
bedroom window and pick grapes. There were 20 bedrooms
and when the hotel was very busy, particularly on race days,
the children would be sent to sleep
elsewhere so their rooms could be
used as well.

In 1912 Miss Grace Morley was
described as the “admirable president
of the Beverley Women’s Liberal
Association in 1912, who congratulated
themselves on being free from
the shrieking sisterhood”, i.e. the
suffragettes.
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Ernest Shackleton in
1901
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“Preparations”, one of Fred Elwell’s series of
The Morleys used to visit
paintings in the kitchens of the Beverley Arms.
Fred and Mary Elwell at the
Bar House. When the family
arrived to view a new self-portrait by
Fred, Grace advised him to paint himself
wearing a hat to cover his bald head,
which is what he subsequently did.
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Grace and her mother gave Ernest
Shackleton, the explorer, a guided
tour of the hotel when he came to
Beverley to give a lecture to the
Literary and Scientific Society.

Fred Elwell R.A., a
regular customer at
the Beverley Arms,
was fond of painting
the hotel kitchens.

Fred Elwell’s self portrait in which
he covered his bald head with a
hat at Grace Morley’s suggestion.

Eva Collet Reckitt [1890-1976]

www.flickr.com

Eva Reckitt was born in Beverley into the wellknown Hull manufacturing company. Her family
were drawn to socialism, and after some years
of working for the Fabians and the Labour
party she became a life-long member of the
Communist Party, which led to her being the
subject of surveillance by MI5 for decades.

In 1520 the tower of St
Mary’s Church fell down,
causing extensive damage
and loss of life. This was a
critical time for St Mary’s as
Henry VIII was threatening
the future of the Church,
and a partially ruined parish
church would have been
a prime target for closure.
Generous financial support
Carving in St Mary’s Church
for the renovation was
representing Johanna Crossley
provided by citizens and trade
guilds, and key among these
were the ‘Good Wives’, including Johanna Crossley, the wife
of local merchant John Crossley. Although it is easier to find
records of John than of his wife, the contribution of Johanna
and the other Good Wives is recorded in the carved heads
and inscriptions on the north side of the nave.

In 1934 she bought 66 Charing Cross Road
(previously Henderson’s ‘The Bomb Shop’) for
£617 and established the first of her chain
of Collet’s Bookshops there. She described it
as “the haunt of advanced poets and elderly
anarchists”. Eva and her manager Olive Parsons
went on anti-fascist demonstrations and
used the shop as a debating forum, and “lots
of people from the shop went to fight in the
Spanish Civil War”. In 1989 the shop was gutted by a bomb in an act of protest
against Salman Rushdie’s ‘Satanic Verses’ and was never reopened. There were
other branches of Collet’s bookshops in Hull, Cardiff, Manchester and Glasgow.
A rather blurry image of Eva
Collet Reckitt from her MI5 files
released in 2008.

Courtesy; Colin Bradshaw

Johanna Crossley [c.1520]

Sarah Stickney Ellis [1799-1872]
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Sarah Stickney
Sarah Stickney Ellis continued to publish novels under
was born in 1799
her married name, but also wrote other works, including
to William and
‘conduct-books’, poetry, accounts of travel and missionary
Esther Stickney
work, a book of cookery and household management,
of Ridgmont in
and contributed articles to various periodicals.
Burstwick. Her family
She wrote of a need for middle-class girls to learn
were prominent
practical skills in addition to the usual accomplishments.
‘Ridgmont’, Burstwick in 1865.
Quakers in the
These ideas were put into practice from 1844, when she
area, belonging to
and a friend, Isabella Hurry, opened Rawdon House School in
the Beverley Meeting, her Uncle Edward being
Essex, a non-denominational girls’ school.
a miller in Beverley Parks. Her mother died
when Sarah was four years old and her father
Signed frontispiece in Mrs Ellis’
Sarah and her husband died of a cold within a week of each
book “The women of England: remarried.
other in 1872.
their social duties and domestic
habits” (1839).
Her father encouraged her to read widely and,
apart from three years at the Quaker Ackworth School, she was educated at
home. She became proficient in drawing and painting and was briefly tutored
by John Sell Cotman.
Sarah’s father was a farmer who fell on hard times in the agricultural
depression of the 1820s so Sarah became determined to earn her own living
by painting portraits and selling illustrations. Her early career was influenced
by her Quaker links, and her later writings on the importance of the role of
mothers were, she admitted, influenced by the early death of her mother.
Her fiction generally had a moral theme and a domestic setting. In 1836 she
published a three-volume novel ‘Home, or the Iron Rule’, intended to stress
the importance of women setting a moral example in the family.
In 1837 she married widower William Ellis and gained four step-children. Ellis
was a Congregational Minister, Missionary and author. After her marriage
Sarah converted to Congregationalism and became a teetotaller and
supporter of the Temperance Movement.
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Mary Braddon [1835-1915]

Mary Elizabeth Braddon in
her carte-de-visite, 1865.

Mary Elizabeth Braddon was
born in London and worked
for several years as an actress,
taking minor roles with a touring
company which brought her to
Beverley and Hull in 1857. She
was a prolific writer, producing
more than 80 novels, the most
famous of which was ‘Lady
Audley’s Secret’. Her novel ‘Three
Times Dead’ (1860) is said to be
the earliest English detective
novel, and ‘Dead Men’s Shoes’,
published in 1876 was actually a
novel about Beverley.

Notorious Women
Sarah Stanhope

Ann Sutton / Ann Sparrow / Ann Johnson / Ann Dawson

Sarah Stanhope, step-daughter of the
infamous Snowden Dunhill, stood trial in
Beverley in 1828 for “picking the pocket of
Mr. Schofield and stealing a considerable
sum of money”. She was deported to New
South Wales with her 2 young children and 3
husbands (more probably her partners).

In 1832 Ann Sutton (nee Dawson) was living with William Ware, alias
Johnson, alias “Edinburgh Bill”, when she was found guilty of stealing
a “Russia leather case, containing several surgical instruments” from a
doctor in Sculcoates and transported for seven years. Previously she had
been convicted of a violent assault on the night of Hull Fair.

The East Riding Mental Asylum
(Broadgate Hospital) where Mrs Slator
worked as a nurse.

Depositions from the Castle of York in 1654 record that Elizabeth Roberts
of Beverley was tried for witchcraft when accused by John Greencliffe
of vanishing then reappearing as a cat which “clawed on to his leg and
would not be released. After disentangling himself from the fiend which
then disappeared, Greencliffe was plagued by a pain in his heart.” He
also claimed a cat “appeared to him, struck him in the head and sent him
into a trance. After receiving the blow he saw Elizabeth Roberts escape
from his room wearing her regular attire. She also appeared to him in
the shape of a bee and his body
writhed in such torment he must
be held down by 5 or 6 people.”
Elizabeth Roberts was acquitted.

Mrs Slator was a nurse at the
East Riding Mental Hospital and was accused of ill-treating her
step-daughter by shutting her in a cupboard and hitting her with
an umbrella. Mrs Slator had reported Jean missing to the police
at 6.30 p.m. Jean was found about 2.15 in the morning with a
fractured skull. The brick found near the body was found to have
come from the dividing wall of the accused woman’s house.
Mrs Slator screamed in the dock when she was given a sentence
of 15 years in prison. Jean spent time in Hull Royal Infirmary and
was later adopted by her grandmother.

Maria de Stuteville

Elizabeth Milner and Susannah Wetherell

Maria de Stuteville was one of
the last witches to be burned in
Wednesday Market.

British Newspaper Archive: Beverley Guardian, October 1856

Elizabeth Milner and Susannah
Wetherell were neighbours in
Norwood, but bore “envy, hatred
and malice towards each other”.
This spilled over into violence in
October 1856 when Susannah
Wetherell accused Elizabeth Milner
of committing an assault and using
threatening language towards her. The
court decided they were both as bad
as each other and they were ordered
to pay the costs between them.

Elizabeth Roberts

Pat Deans collection

Mrs Slator (26) of Beverley
was charged with the
attempted murder of her
step-daughter, Jean (8), who
was attacked in the dark with
a brick on the Westwood only
150 yards from home.

According to a later diary by
George Armstrong, Ann Sutton
was “a big strong woman of low
morals who was connected with
the body snatching gang which
prevailed in her period. Bodies
were unearthed and conveyed
to the garden known as ‘Battle
Page from George Armstrong’s diary.
Garth’ at the south east corner
of Jack Taylor Lane on Beckside... where the sights were horrible.”

Picture said to be of a witch being taken
through ‘Hengate Bar’.

Dureena Boswell
On 15 March 1852 Dureena Boswell,
“one of the frail sex”, was brought up for
creating a disturbance on the Saturday
night previous and ringing Mrs.
Whiteing’s bell. She also exposed her
person in the street and was very drunk
so committed as idle and disorderly for
An example of Victorian hard labour
14 days hard labour.
for women.
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Mrs Slator

The England Springs railway crossing
on Long Lane where Grace Wilson was
killed.

Guildhall collection: 00zp

Grace Cunningham Wilson
was 82 in 1869, and working
as a pot hawker. She was
lame and deaf and was killed
by a train at England Springs
crossing.

Creative Commons licence

Grace Wilson

William Ware was “a notorious resurrectionist” who Ann claimed had
been with her during the theft but at the time he was not prosecuted
because he “could please the surgeon with a subject”. Soon after
Ann’s conviction Ware was brought before the mayor of Beverley
for attempting to mail the body of one Sarah Harper to a hospital in
Edinburgh. Ware was imprisoned in the East Riding House of Correction
for 14 months.
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Sarah Stanhope,
drawn from records
in New South Wales

New versions of “The Book
of Margery Kempe” are now
available. The book is said to be
the first English autobiography,
and was dictated in two parts to
two different scribes.

Pages from Margaret Whiteing’s notebook, with her poem about the loss of
her sister.
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Margaret was a good singer and talented water
colourist. Being interested in the creative arts
she acted as mentor to Gertrude Pagan, a dancer.
Madge joined St. John’s VAD in 1916 and gained
a certificate in Home Nursing. Family papers
discovered plastered behind a wall at 7 Hengate
in 1986 included her notebook recording sayings,
quotations and poems about love and her sadness
at losing her sister. She never married.

Margaret Whiteing lived with her family at 25 Woodlands before moving to 7 Hengate in 1923. She was usually known
as Madge. Her father George was Mayor of Beverley in 1897 and her architect brother Richard wrote a history of the
Minster. They were friendly with Fred and Mary Elwell. Madge’s sister, Mary wrote and illustrated a book as a child but
sadly died aged 14.

Margaret Whiteing [1887-1967]

When tried by the Archbishop of York he decided she was not a heretic and blessed her.
The fact that she was cheerful and laughed a lot upset a servant who believed “Holy folk
should not laugh.” She said she laughed because “the more shame I suffer the merrier I
may be in Our Lord Jesus Christ.”

She was tried for heresy on many occasions including once in Beverley where she was
almost burned to death. She angered the clergy because she spoke against them and
encouraged people to be more Christ-like in embracing poverty and a simple life. Clerics
told her to end her way of life and “go spin and card as other women do and suffer not so
much shame and so much woe.” She was locked up in a house in Beverley but passers-by
came to listen to her speaking through the window.

Margery Kempe is reputed to have dictated the first English autobiography. She and her
husband had 14 children before she began experiencing visions which persuaded her
to have a celibate marriage. She said that Christ told her to “stop wearing a hair shirt or
eating meat.”

Margery Kempe [1373-1438?]
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The Friary threatened by the
Armstrong Patents factory in the
1960s.

In the 1960s there was a danger that the Friary
would be demolished so that the Armstrong Patent
Factory could expand which upset Annie a great
deal. She died in 1964 aged 84.

Annie scoffed at a Hull Daily Mail reporter who
interviewed her about rumours that the Friary was
haunted, saying “I’ve lived here more than 70 years
and I’ve never seen anything worse than myself.”
The reporter photographed her sitting by the kitchen
range nursing one of her several cats.

It was rumoured that a man who had
Annie Woodmansey.
courted her for 26 years was rebuffed
because Annie said he was lazy. She
herself was a hard worker, continuing washing and ironing at night by candlelight
to get jobs done. She went shopping for new shoes in Beverley once a year.

Mondays and Tuesdays were for
The Friary in 1956/7 when Annie still lived here.
washing in the washhouse down by the
garden gate. Her niece and nephew
assisted with scrubbing, turning the
mangle and heating the flat irons at
the kitchen fire. The house had neither
gas nor electricity so Annie cooked on
the kitchen range and made bread and
wedding cakes to order. She read, played
dominoes and cards by the light of oil
lamps.

Annie Woodmansey was a wellregarded Beverley washerwoman who
lived in the central section of the Friary
after it was divided into 3 houses in
1887. Her family moved there from
nearby Friars Lane and Annie lived there
for the rest of her life.

Annie Woodmansey [d.1964]
Pat Deans collection
From: Markham, J. 1986. “Friary Families”
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The ill-fated R101 airship at mast

Market Place and High Street, Market Weighton
in 1905
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As a post-graduate at Massachusetts Institute of
Technology she focused on wind tunnel research.
She was awarded the R38 Memorial Prize for her
paper on ‘The Strength of Transverse Frames of
Rigid Airships’, the first time a woman had been
awarded a prize by the Royal Aeronautical Society.
She returned to England to care for her mother
in 1930 but continued research on flutter wings
Launch of the USS Albacare in 1953, the
and elastic blades at Hull University. In 1937 she
first vessel to use the new hydrodynamic
‘Lyon Shape’ that was adopted for almost all
was appointed Principal Scientific Officer at the
subsequent US submarines.
Royal Aircraft Establishment at Farnborough. She
devised the ‘Lyon Shape’ which was used in American submarines. She died in Surrey after an
operation in 1946 and is buried in Market Weighton.

Hilda was one of the first pupils at Beverley High
School for Girls and went on to Newnham College,
Cambridge securing an MA in Maths. After taking
a course on aeroplane stress analysis she was
employed by Siddely-Deasy in 1918 as a Technical
Assistant. She helped to develop the R101 airship
and was on its first test flight. On a 1929 postcard
she wrote “I hope it is a north wind when I get my
first flight so that I can persuade them to fly over
Market Weighton.” The R101 crashed in 1930.

She was born in Market
Weighton, the second
child of Margaret and
Thomas Lyon. Her father
owned Thomas Lyon &
Hilda Lyon
Son, a grocers shop in the
High Street established since 1802.

Hilda Lyon was one of the first women to become an Associate
Fellow of the Royal Aeronautical Society. An obituary spoke of
her death at 50 as “a very great loss not only to the aeronautical
industry and the scientific world but her many friends will also feel
the personal loss of a charming and exceptional woman”.
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Hilda Lyon [1896-1946]

Winifred Holtby died in
1935 of Brights Disease aged 37. A memorial tablet in Rudston church,
where Winifred is buried, was unveiled by Vera Brittain. The Holtby
family home, ‘Bainesse’, in Thwaite St. Cottingham was bought by Hull
University in 1949 for student accommodation and re-named Holtby
House. Beverley High school’s Anna Maxwell Martin, starred in the
2010 BBC adaptation of South Riding.

Winifred Holtby

Reproduced by permission of the Hull History Centre

Rudston Church, where Winifred is buried.

Her 6th novel, ‘South Riding’
was based on the experiences
of her mother, the first female
alderman in Yorkshire. Her
mother feared she would
be exposed to criticism and
ridicule and opposed its
publication. The book was
published 6 months after
Winifred’s death and her
mother resigned immediately
from the County Council
calling it “a travesty”.

As a journalist, novelist and poet, she was a feminist and advocate of
“peace and racial tolerance”. She wrote 14 books and contributed to over
20 newspapers and magazines. Her books included ‘Anderby Wold’, ‘The
Crowded Street’, ‘The Runners’, ‘The Land of Green Ginger’, the satire ‘Poor
Caroline’, ‘Mandoa, Mandoa’ and, perhaps most famously, ‘South Riding’
set during the 1930s Depression in East Yorkshire. In 1926 she wrote in the
magazine, ‘Time & Tide’ - “equality first and I shan’t be happy ‘til I get it”.

Winifred Holtby was born at Rudston Hall. After being educated at home by
a governess she was sent to Queen Margaret’s School, Scarborough. Rather
than taking up a place at Somerville College, Oxford, in 1918 she joined
the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps and met her long-term penfriend, Jean
McWilliam in a WAAC camp in France. She eventually became an Oxford
undergraduate in 1919 where she encountered Vera Brittain with whom she
lived for several years. She was close to Vera’s children, John and Shirley,
who became Baroness Shirley Williams.

Winifred Holtby [1898-1935]

Trish Steel, under Creative Commons licence
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