Edwardian Beverley: a snapshot in time
How much do you know about the Edwardian era in England? Strictly, it was the time of King Edward VII’s brief reign
from 1901 to 1910, but is usually considered to extend up to the start of war in 1914. It is often seen as a ‘golden age’, when
the world paused between the busy industrialisation of the Victorians and the chaos of global war, after which life changed
forever.

One of the key technological developments of the period was the introduction of Kodak’s Brownie camera in
1900, which enabled everybody to make their own record of their surroundings. There is therefore a wonderful
photographic record of life in Beverley from the turn of the century, which we have drawn upon in this
exhibition as we attempt to put the town into the context of the wider world.

Science Museum Group Collection Online.
(Y1988.43.3) Creative Commons Licence.

However, although the Edwardian period was short it was a time of great change, from social reforms to fashion
trends and technological advances.

1900 Box Brownie camera

Introduction to Edwardian England

It was a time of great political change.
The Conservatives had been the
dominant political party from the
Edward VII in coronation robes,
by Luke Fildes 1902
1890s, but
in 1906 the
Liberals returned to power and made significant
reforms, such as regulation of working hours,
National Insurance and the beginnings of the
welfare state, among others. Increasingly there
was recognition of a collective responsibility
for the country’s serious social problems, and
the voice of the working man was starting to be
heard.

The position of women in society
changed dramatically during this time, as
did relationships between parents and
children.
The Edwardian era saw the rise of the suffragette
movement, with the creation of the National Union of
Women’s Suffrage Societies (NUWSS) in 1897 and the
Women’s Social and Political Union (WSPU) in 1903.
The image shows the founders of the WSPU, Annie
Kenney and Christabel Pankhurst.

Where the Victorian era was
represented by the railway and steam
power, the Edwardian era was the
age of the bicycle and the internal
combustion engine; by 1914 Britain
had around 400,000 licensed road
vehicles. And following the Wright
Brothers’ first successful flight in 1903,
aviation was quickly exploited for both
civil and military purposes.
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At the time of Queen Victoria’s death
and Edward VII’s succession in 1901,
Britain was at the height of its power
and influence around the world. But
where Victoria had shunned society,
Edward was interested in people from
all backgrounds, and enjoyed travel. He
engaged in international politics and
tried to forge peace in Europe, earning
himself the nickname ‘Edward the
Peacemaker’.

There were significant technological advancements, especially in mass
communication (the first wireless signal across the Atlantic was sent in
1901), leisure and entertainment, particularly with the development of the
cinema. The invention of technology such as sewing machines, typewriters
and the telephone offered employment opportunities to middle-class
women.

Early motoring in Hull, c.1900

Fashions also changed,
from the corsets,
complexity and dark
colours of the Victorian
period to fresher
colours and simpler
styles, although women
continued to wear the
corsets until 1913.
Tinned food was all the rage, as were cookery books
and home refrigeration devices, all aimed at helping
the new type of women who were having to go it
alone in the kitchen without the benefit of cook or
scullery maid.
When King Edward died
in 1910 Britain was facing
its greatest constitutional
crisis since the 1830s as
the House of Lords and the
Liberal government battled
for supremacy, resulting in
the Parliament Act of 1911.
The reign of King George
V steered Britain into the
Modern Era.
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Samuel Hynes described the Edwardian era as a “leisurely time when
women wore picture hats and did not vote, when the rich were not
ashamed to live conspicuously and the sun really never set on the British
flag”. This perception of a romantic age of long summer afternoons and
garden parties actually arose much later, when people remembered the
time with nostalgia, looking back across “the abyss of the Great War”.

The window of Richard Care’s grocery and
provisions shop in Saturday Market is full of
tinned goods (1905)
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Employment in Edwardian Beverley
At the start of the 20th century there were a few key industries in Beverley, although one of the longest established
industries, grain milling, was reaching the end of its days here. The largest industries in Beverley at this time were tanning
and shipbuilding, with lesser industries being mainly concerned with processing agricultural produce or making goods for
agricultural use. Many Beverley people at this time were also still employed as farm labourers.
The Edwardian period also saw the start of a new type of employment in uniformed roles such as in the police, fire brigade or as railway workers.
In Edwardian England the new technologies such as typewriters and telephones meant that middle-class woman were increasingly able to find
employment outside the home, although always in a supporting role for the men. However, the main employers of women in Beverley were the East
Riding Sanitary Laundry (with the reduction in domestic servants in the home), teaching and shopkeeping.

Fire at Crathorne’s Mill, 1907

The first ‘Gordon’ car, 1909
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The working year for farm workers, labourers and
servants was from October to October, and at the
end of this time they would attend the hiring fairs
(or ‘sittings’), such as this one in November 1905,
to find a new employer. Because the Victorians
were offended by the sight of women waiting to be
chosen in the market place, girls were being hired
from registry offices by the 20th century. In East
Yorkshire the hiring fair tradition continued until the
Second World War.
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Beverley ‘Sittings’, Nov 1905

In 1901 the shipyard at Grovehill, previously owned by the
Vulcan Ironworks and then Cochrane’s, was acquired by Cook,
Welton & Gemmell of Hull who went on to develop one of
the key industries of the 20th century. At the same time, a
second yard on the opposite bank of the river was also being
developed by Joseph Scarr.

Farm workers at Weel

Tigar’s manure works
Whiting works at
Queensgate, 1910

Beverley Borough fire brigade outside the Guildhall,
1911

From Christopher Atkinson
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From Christopher Atkinson

During the 19th century probably the largest enterprise
in Beverley was the Crosskill’s Ironworks which employed
800 people at its peak in the 1850s. However, the failure of
this company in the 1870s resulted in the release of large
numbers of skilled ironworkers, who were subsequently
employed in the growing industry of iron shipbuilding.

ERALS (DDX1544/1/6)

In 1901 tanning probably employed more men in Beverley
than any other occupation. In the latter part of the 19th
century there were six firms, all located along the southern
edge of the town, but by the 20th century only two
remained: Hodgson’s and Cussons’. The latter was run by the
Cussons family until 1910 and was sold to Hodgson’s in 1915.

From Christopher Atkinson

Although many men from Beverley continued to be employed
as farm workers there were also a number of lesser industries in
the town associated with processing of agricultural produce, such
as the whiting works at Queensgate and Tigar’s manure works
adjacent to the river Hull at Grovehill.

Cussons’ workmen, 1897

Beverley Shipyard, early 1900s
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A new industry started to
develop in 1907 when Gordon
Armstrong opened a garage and
workshop in North Bar Within.
In 1909 he built a car which he
continued to manufacture here
until the First World War.

At this time a growing number of opportunities were
arising for employment in uniformed organisations
such as the police, fire brigade, prisons and on the
railways. These roles offered full time, year-round
work with promotion prospects. In some cases tied
housing was also available.

Towards the end of the 19th century there was a
decline in the number of young people willing to
take jobs in domestic service because of the low pay
and poor conditions. In 1895 the East Riding Sanitary
Laundry was set up in Wilbert Lane with the aim
of meeting the new “necessity in modern Domestic
Economy”. This became one of the largest employers of
women in the town during the 1900s.
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Grain milling was a long-established
industry in Beverley but by the end of the
19th century all but Crathorne’s Mill had
gone out of business. Crathorne survived
because their location near the river meant
they could change to roller-grinding of
imported grain, but when the mill burned
down in 1907 it was not rebuilt.

Inside the East Riding Sanitary Laundry
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In the yard of the Beverley Arms, looking
past the kitchen to the hotel building
c.1900.

Butcher’s shop in Market Place, 1904.
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Toll Gavel, c.1900. Note the water pump on the right.

Eastgate, with Richard Care’s second shop on the right.

Market carts, 1909.

Entrance to Dyer Lane, Pack Horse Inn on the right.
Looking in to Butcher Row.

Tigar’s Cottages on Grovehill Road.

St Mary’s Terrace.

Highgate looking into Wednesday Market. Note the jettied
house on the left.

Pat Deans collection

Traditional transport meets Edwardian progress on Toll Gavel during the flood of
1912.

Top end of Toll Gavel. Note the knife grinder’s machine on the left.

Main entrance to the Great Yorkshire Show held on the
Westwood in 1909.
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Market Cross and the north end of Market Place, 1904.

Pat Deans collection
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Wednesday Market looking into
Highgate in 1908. The single storey
building and first two windows of the
house to the right were demolished to
make way for Lord Roberts Road in 1909.

Minster Moorgate.

Wednesday Market with the doctor’s house (partly
demolished 1909 - see above), Witty’s cycle shop and
the Primitive Methodist Chapel.
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With the coming of Kodak’s Box Brownie camera, which was sold for 25 shillings and marketed extensively to children in particular, everybody could be their own photographer. This has created a
superb photographic record of the town at the turn of the century. On these two panels we present a selection of representative images of Beverley’s streets and some of its people.

Edwardian streets...
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Grovehill Sunday School outing.

Delivery of flour to Dove’s grocers in Saturday Market.

Fish merchant in Saturday Market.
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According to the Beverley Recorder of August
31st 1907 “almost all who have gone to Canada
from this district are prospering. Many who were
downhearted and destitute here, through want of
employment, are now brisk and happy Colonists”.

On 9th April 1906 the men were escorted to the
station by the Beverley Borough Prize Silver Band
for the start of their journey.

The relative lack of employment opportunities in
Beverley meant that many people were struggling
to survive. In 1905-6 the Beverley and East Riding
Emigration Committee was set up with the aim
of sending men of “good health and of good
character” to Canada, because they had been
moved “by the number of men in Beverley and
district unable to obtain work”. At the Guildhall in
April 1906, the committee lent the men money
for the journey and presented them with kit and
clothing suitable for the Canadian climate, as well
as a copy of the New Testament.
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From Bill Goble

From Christopher Atkinson

Miss Petch’s shop at Mill Lane on Norwood.

At the Mill house on Mill Dam Drain, Beckside.

James Elwell, mayor 1900-01 and 1901-02.

The Misses Nicholls’ embroidery shop, North Bar Within.

Pat Deans collection
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Above: The Beverley Emigrants photographed outside the
Guildhall in April 1906 (see text below).
Below: The Emigrants leaving Liverpool on the SS Lake Erie.

Newspaper sellers

School children on Toll Gavel
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Gladys and Gertie White

John Goforth, Beverley’s last pipe maker, who had a
workshop on Highgate until 1910.
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... and Edwardian people

Pat Deans collection
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Architectural styles
During the Edwardian period in England the new middle classes were demanding affordable manageable-sized homes within
commuting distance of work. This resulted in an unprecedented boom in housing that established suburbs around towns
and cities. In Beverley, much of the demand for larger houses came from business and professional men, both local and from
Hull. The areas that were most attractive to these people were on New Walk and North Bar Without, and also west of the
town centre near Hurn and Westwood, these areas being far away from the more industrial parts of the town.

Queen Anne style

What we would recognise as typical Edwardian style
actually started to appear in the 1880s. Squatter than
Victorian houses, they were mostly set on a wider plot
and were two storeys tall, with elaborately carved and
painted wooden balconies, porches and verandahs.
Wider plots meant that hallways were opened up and
were more welcoming than the dark, narrow Victorian
passages they replaced.

The style known as Queen
Anne Revival was popular at
this time. This was a return
to a more symmetrical and
classical composition using
English and Dutch Renaissance
details typified by sash
windows, red brick, white
painted woodwork, plaster
trimmings, hanging tiles and
Dutch gables.

In terms of architectural style, there was
a time-lag in the filtering of new fashions
into this lower end of the market, and in
the case of these smaller houses ‘style’
would be applied in the form of a bay
window, ceramic tiles or coloured door
panels.
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The porch was a very important
Edwardian feature as it gave
additional privacy. During this
period in Beverley terraced houses
were often built either with deeply
recessed porches or with the addition
of a porch to the front of the house.

Deeply recessed porches on
Grovehill Road

Front porches on Keldgate

James Elwell’s Mock Tudor influences: above, his building outside North
Bar, and below two of his buildings standing out among the row of
Georgian houses in North Bar Without.

Although front gardens had started to
appear by mid-Victorian times, by the
turn of the century many houses were
separated from the street by a front
garden in order to secure privacy from onlookers. Even modest houses no longer
fronted onto the pavement but had a small
‘garden’ with iron railings.
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Edwardian terraces in streets off Holme Church Lane:
Denton Street (above) and Beaver Road (below)
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During this period James Elwell, wood carver and cabinet
maker, was particularly making his mark on some of
Beverley’s architecture using the Mock Tudor style.

These terraces were better quality artisan
housing, built according to regulations that
came into effect in the 1870s with the aim
of improving standards of construction,
sanitation and space provision.
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The emergence of the Arts & Crafts Movement between
1880 and 1920 created a new aesthetic approach to
design. The Mock Tudor style was associated with
this movement, with its emphasis on imitating Tudor,
Elizabethan and Jacobean architecture.

Speculative builders were responsible for
much of the piecemeal development of
land along Grovehill Road, Norwood and
Holme Church Lane, fitting houses and new
streets into the existing field patterns.
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Arts & Crafts/ Mock Tudor

Terraced housing
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With more labour-saving devices available there was a
trend towards fewer domestic servants and, therefore,
no need for attic rooms in which to house them. Another
departure was the abandonment of the basement service
area in large houses in favour of locating the kitchen on
the ground floor. With no basement, main living rooms
now had direct access to the garden.

Above: houses in Westwood Road
illustrate the Queen Anne revival
style, as does Albion House (right)
ERYMS (2007.30)

Edwardian architecture
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Between 1871 and 1901 the population of Beverley increased from 10,218 to 13,183, and there was a spate of terraced house-building for the workers
in the various industries and their families. Population growth slowed during the Edwardian period, only increasing to 13,654 by 1911.

Small front gardens on Norwood. Note the canopy on one of the
houses, which was also a popular feature of the period.
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St John’s RC Church was built
in 1897 by Smith, Brodrick
& Lowther of Hull and the
builder George Pape in an
Arts & Crafts Perpendicular
style with an asymmetrically
placed turret.

St John’s RC Church in 1905

St John’s Roman Catholic Church

The public library, opened in 1906

Museums & Galleries: Beverley Guildhall, 2019

Mace bearer leading the mayor, William Spencer, and guests at the
opening of the library on August 8th 1906.

The library was given to the town by John Edward
Champney – the son of a Beverley solicitor but
who had spend most of his life as a woollen
manufacturer in Halifax. The land for the library
in Well Lane (later renamed Champney Road,
was given by William Spencer, who was Mayor
of Beverley and had been the headmaster of the
Walkergate Wesleyan School. It was designed by
John Cash in the Queen Anne Style.

Ceremony to lay the
foundation stones for the
new Baptist Chapel, July
1909

The original Baptist Chapel on Well Lane in 1909.
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The Library
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The advent of the motor car meant that Beverley’s
road system was becoming inadequate. In 1909 it was
decided to create a southern route into the centre
of town by joining Wednesday Market with Well
Lane and Cross Street. This new road was called Lord
Roberts Road (named after Lord Frederick Roberts
(1832-1914), a hero of the South African War).

The new Baptist Chapel, 1910

Opening of the new Baptist Chapel, July 1910

Demolition of the Well Lane Baptist Chapel, 1909.

Certain buildings had to be demolished or adapted
before the new road could be built. Half of No 1
Wednesday Market was demolished and the Baptist
chapel on Well Lane was completely demolished and
replaced with a new chapel on the corner of the new
Lord Roberts Road. The new chapel was built in 1910
by G. F. Pennington of Garside & Pennington in Art
Nouveau Gothic style.
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The East Riding County Council was formed in 1889, meeting
initially in the Sessions House on New Walk. In 1890 it was
decided that a new meeting place was needed; the site of
the old Mechanics Institute on Cross Street was bought for
£400 and the old building was demolished. County Hall was
built in 1891 on the site, designed by the distinguished firm
of Hull architects, Smith and Brodrick. The original building County Hall in 1912
is now only a small part of the East Riding of Yorkshire
Council complex, expanding up to Register Square in 1898,
and subsequently into space formerly occupied by the Registrar’s house and gardens. Built in the Flemish
Renaissance style which was more suited to large cities at that time, it was, unsurprisingly, regarded as being
out of place, lacking the classical elegance of the Georgian buildings surrounding it.
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Lord Roberts Road and a new Baptist Chapel
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County Hall
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A number of public buildings were constructed during the first decade of the 20th century, including the start of County Hall, the library, the Norwood Methodist Chapel and the St John’s RC
Church. At the same time there were changes to the road system, necessitating the demolition of the Baptist Chapel on Well Lane and construction of a new chapel on the new Lord Roberts Road.

Public buildings
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The workshop of Armstrong’s garage
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In December 1901 the
Local Government Board
recommended that the Town
Council appoint a ‘wholetime,
competent, qualified Inspector’
who began his duties in July
1902 and soon produced a list
of 39 workshops in the Borough
to which the Act applied in
addition to having identified and
dealt with 46 nuisances.

Part of this Act related to Health and Safety in factories and workshops, and
required district councils to ensure that the Act was complied with. Inspectors of
Nuisances were appointed to deal with all sorts of industrial smells, accumulations
of filth, offensive trades and effluvia, and under the Act added the health and
safety of factories and workshops to their duties.

Factory and Workshop Act 1901

Sweep’s Row in Keldgate, c.1907

This Act considered the national issue of overcrowding in town centres and
empowered local authorities to condemn slums. Generally Beverley compared
well with other places and, although the town centre had become tightly
packed with yards built behind other premises, most were not considered to
be overcrowded. In the years
1901-1914 the medical officer
of health only condemned
an average of eight houses a
year, including Sweep’s Row on
Keldgate, one property being
“in a state so dangerous and
injurious to health” that the
whole row was demolished in
1912.
From William Ross
Pat Deans collection

In 1905 the post office
moved from the corner of
Cross Street and Register
Square into a purposebuilt building on Register
Square. The telegraph
service was also operated
from here as seen from
the tall telegraph pole in
the picture.

The new post office building in 1905

The National Telephone Co opened an exchange on Toll Gavel in 1896
(adjacent to the building with snakes on the doorway). This was taken
over by the Hull Corporation in 1914.

Telephone, telegraph and post office

Electricity was becoming commonplace in homes in England in the
1900s, but it was not until 1930 that a supply eventually came to
Beverley. The Corporation prepared for the future by obtaining a
provisional order in 1901 to enable it to supply electricity to the town,
and the East Riding County Council even laid ducting for a supply to
their new County Hall
building, but neither
provision was used for
many years. Streets and
houses had been lit by gas
from the 1820s and, even
when electricity reached
the town in 1930 the
streets continued to be lit
by gas until the Second
Outside the gas works in 1910
World War.

Electricity
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Housing of the Working Classes Act 1900
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A scheme drawn up in 1886 by B.S.Brundell was adopted but the
notoriously unsanitary Walker Beck continued to carry sewage until
1893 when it was proposed that it should only carry storm water. Action
to divert house sewage from the beck was still being undertaken in
1908. Experimental bacteriological treatment was also attempted in
1903.

From the Middle Ages the town was drained by numerous open sewers
which flowed into the Walker Beck. During the 18th and early 19th
centuries individual householders were given leave to cover or ‘arch
over’ sewers next to their houses. But the sewers continued to be
inadequate and contributed to high incidences of disease and mortality
in the town in the late 19th century.

possibly 1907

Water pump in Highgate
However, after several hundred households
experienced outbreaks of typhoid fever from
1884 to 1904 the Inspector of
Nuisances established that the
supply was being contaminated
by sewage from the Broadgate
Asylum and nearby Walkington.
The corporation bought the
waterworks in 1907 and sought
another site, but in 1911 it was
decided to retain the existing
works and use mechanical filters
Plan for Beverley Corporation Waterworks,
for purification.

Beverley was much later than many other
towns in obtaining modern water facilities.
Although a scheme for piped water was first
suggested in 1872 it was felt that the existing
supply from 40 public and 300 private pumps
was adequate. Finally, in 1881, the Beverley
Waterworks Company established a reservoir
near the Victoria Whiting Works and piped
water supplied to subscribers.

Water and sewage

During the Edwardian era the national government started to impose more control on local authorities by introducing legislation to be enacted in the local area. Two examples were the 1900
Housing of the Working Classes Act, and the 1901 Factory and Workshop Act. Whilst mains water and electricity were starting to be supplied to homes elsewhere in England these were slow in
coming to Beverley, but the town had a telephone exchange from 1896.

Public health and utilities

Pat Deans collection
ERYMS (2010.20)
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The coming of the motor car
The motor car was welcomed by some, but not all, of the Beverley inhabitants. As early as 1900 Mr H.Lavaggi was taken to
court for “furious driving of a motor car at Beverley” and his love of the car led him to become proprietor of the East Riding
Cycle and Motor Company. Others were not so keen, and there were several complaints and arrests for speeding and reckless
driving in the early years of the 20th century.

Above: Hebb Bros garage in Lairgate
Below: Hebb Bros advertisement from 1909
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Motor car technology developed rapidly: contrast the very early car at Bishop Burton (left)
with a 1909 Argyll car outside Beverley barracks (right).
In 1905 the Holderness Hotel was advertising that
it was a ‘Motor Car inspection station’.

Edward Newham’s cycle shop in Toll Gavel was
being issued with a petroleum licence by 1910.

Armstrong’s first premises, the ‘East Riding
Garage & Engineering Works’ in Tiger Lane in
1907.
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Gordon Armstrong attempted to fly a plane,
equipped with a kitchen chair for a seat, on the
Westwood in 1910.
Gordon Armstrong competed in the RAC 6 day trial in 1913, in
which his ‘Gordon Mk 2’ car climbed five of the hills better than
the other cars and managed to complete the course.
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By 1910 the East Riding Police had their own car.

By 1910 the Inspector of Petroleum Acts was issuing petroleum
licences to eight businesses in Beverley, including Edward
Newham, Thomas Tanfield, Robert Foster Cherry & sons, Hebb
Brothers and Armstrong’s.

Pat Deans collection

In 1907 Gordon Armstrong set up his motor
garage in Tiger Lane and in 1909 exhibited his first
Armstrong-manufactured motor car, the ‘Gordon’.
His entrepreneurial spirit led him to drive the car
60 miles to York in atrocious weather, causing him
to add mudguards to the car as a result. He was
also in the forefront of the development of aviation
when in 1910 he attempted to fly an aircraft on the
Westwood. On this occasion he was unsuccessful,
hampered as he was by large crowds and an injury
to his hand from the propeller. He also broke the
landing wheels when trying to turn the aircraft
on the ground. After the crowd had largely left
he managed to fly about 100 yards. He later flew
from Swinemoor but this was made difficult by the
numerous ditches.

ERALS (DDX1544/1/16 (50))

The North Eastern Railway’s Clarkson steam bus in the early
1900s.

By 1904 it was apparent that the motor car was here to stay, and
local papers started to publish lighting-up times for motorists and
advertisements from insurance companies.
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The earliest cars were mainly European
imports. The East Riding Cycle and
Motor Company advertised themselves
as suppliers of Darracqs and the Hebb
Brothers of Lairgate supplied Gladiator
cars (both of French manufacture).

ERALS (POL/3/11/5/10)

A Gardner-Serpollet at Cherry Burton in 1900

As the Edwardian era progressed several cycle manufacturers and
engineers diversified into producing their own motor cars, such as ‘Vipen’
manufactured by the East Riding Cycle and Motor Company, and/or
became motor repairers
and suppliers of parts, for
example the Hebb Brothers
and Robert Cherry. John
Tanfield, a cycle engineer,
described himself as early
as 1901 as a ‘motor car
expert’ and in 1905 Edward
Newham of Toll Gavel was
advertising himself as a
Wednesday Market c.1900. John Tanfield’s cycle shop can
cycle and motor engineer.
be seen on the left.
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The 1903 Motor Car Act raised the general speed limit from 12mph to 20mph but local authorities could reduce the maximum speed in towns.
Beverley Town Council applied for a reduction to 5mph in three areas: North Bar, the entrance to Market Place and Butcher Row. Reckless or negligent
driving was made a criminal offence under the 1903 Act, as was failing to stop after an accident. In July 1905 Samuel Watkinson was arrested for both
when he passed a horse and cart at such a speed to cause it to bolt. He then “raced away too quickly that his registration number could not be seen”.

The Town Council were also recognising the need to make
provision for motorists, and were obliged to provide road signs.
They were lucky enough to receive an offer from the Royal
Automobile Club for signs to direct motorists through the town
via the newly laid out Lord Roberts Road.
However, slow to change in some ways, residents were still
submitting building plans for coach houses and stables as late
as 1908, the first ‘coach and motor house’ being built in 1909,
and ‘motor garages’ from 1911.
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Schooling
Under the 1902 Education Act the previous School Boards were abolished and replaced by two Local Education Authorities
(under the new County Council and the Borough Council) which received funds directly from the Government rather
than from local rates. The new LEAs had overall responsibility for elementary (Borough Council) and secondary education,
teacher training, and technical and adult education (County Council).

Elementary education

By 1900 the Wesleyan School in School Lane, run by longserving headmaster William Spencer, was the largest
elementary school in the town with over 300 pupils. Three
new classrooms were built in 1900 to house a further
120 students. In 1905 the school was taken over by the
Corporation and renamed ‘Spencer Council School’.

From the early 19th century elementary education
was based on the National School system, and seven
National Schools had been established in Beverley by
the 1880s. Many of these were gradually closed or
handed over to School Boards after the Education Act
of 1870, and subsequently came under the control of
the Borough Council LEA following the 1902 Act.
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By the early 1900s many of the schools were overcrowded and requiring re-building, relocation or
construction of additional classrooms. Attendances
at most of the elementary schools were averaging
around 250-300 pupils at this time and class sizes
were often large.
Empire Day celebrations outside St Mary’s
Boys School (known as the ‘Square School’)
on Cross Street in 1909. Empire Day (Queen
Victoria’s birthday) was first celebrated on
24 May 1904, when all school children were
given the day off.

Pat Deans collection

A new school, originally taking both juniors and infants, was
located in temporary accommodation at the Corn Exchange
and the Temperance Hall from 1904. In 1906 the school
moved into a new building on Walkergate built by Beverley
Corporation and known as ‘Walkergate Council School’. The
average attendance was around 200 pupils before the First
World War.

Classroom photo of Minster National (Beckside) Infants, c.1900s

Secondary education
In 1902 funds from the Foundation School in Albert
Terrace and the Blue Coat School in Highgate were
used to help re-found the Grammar School on a
purpose-built site in Queensgate. In 1906 there were
52 pupils. The former master’s house in Keldgate
was used for boarders from 1913.

There was no provision for secondary education
for girls until 1908 when the East Riding County
Council established the Beverley High School
for Girls in Norwood House. When the school
first opened it had 19 pupils and four full time
members of staff, growing to 57 day pupils and
16 boarders by 1916.

ERYMS (00nr)

When William Spencer died in 1910 he left a donation to allow
oranges to be handed out to students every year. This photo shows
Orange Day in 1911.

Minster Boys class photo, 1912

Norwood House while the scholarship pupils were
lodged elsewhere. One scholarship pupil recalled
“We never spoke when we met. We dined at midday in their dining hall but at a table across the
lower end, and we stood deferentially as they filed
out after the meal.”

Fitness class, c.1910

Grammar School sports day c.1910

BHS034

BHS011

Pat Deans collection

The new Grammar School building on Queensgate, c.1910

The High School was started as a fee-paying
school with some scholarship pupils but there
were clear social divisions between the two
groups. The fee paying students boarded in

BHS013

ERYMS (004d)

At the time, complaints were raised from the
rate-paying public, “Should not the education of
girls take place in the home?” was one published
comment.

High School boarder’s room

Teaching at the High School, c.1910

Museums & Galleries: Beverley Guildhall, 2019
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Fashion
Fashion at the beginning of the 20th century evolved for a variety of reasons. Women were becoming less dependent on men
as they became better educated and informed. Job options increased, sporting activities were encouraged and labour-saving
household appliances were more available. Newspapers, magazines and catalogues brought news and pictures of changing
fashions and the cinema opened up whole new worlds.

Women’s fashions

From Christopher Atkinson

ERALS (PC/00003)

American social reformer, Susan B.Anthony,
declared “Bicycling has done more to
emancipate women than anything else in the
world”. Long skirts, which became wrapped
around pedals and spokes, caused many
accidents. As divided skirts and bloomers
were introduced accidents diminished, but
abuse by men increased in a belief that
such ‘rational dress’ was a threat to male
authority.

Large hats at an outing in Woodmansey in 1909.
Newspapers, magazines
and catalogues featured
photographs and sketches
of new fashions mainly
emanating from Paris and the
USA. This example of a ‘dainty
lingerie blouse’ is from the
Beverley Recorder in 1911.

Sport was a great agent of changing fashion and the ideal of beauty became
pale skin, rosy cheeks and ‘naturally’ red lips. Tennis and golf were felt to
be acceptable for women. The Ladies Golf Club in Beverley was allowed to
use the Men’s Course paying £12.10s a year from 1897. By 1912 Beverley
Ladies’ Golf Club had amalgamated with the Men’s Club. An article entitled
‘Why golf is good for girls’ was written by keen lady golfer and honorary club
secretary, Bertha Thompson who was the first unmarried lady captain at
Beverley Golf Club.
Suffragette, Lady Florence Dixie, President of the British Ladies’ Football
Club said “There is no reason why football should not be played by women….
Provided they dress rationally.” Female footballers belonging to the League
of Ladies Football established in 1890 wore ‘knickers’ and men’s boots but,
if the obligatory hat with hat pin was dislodged while heading the ball, the
game had to pause until they were securely replaced.

With the availability of domestic sewing machines, home
dress making was easier. Draper’s shops such as Uriah Butters
and F.Hanlay Robinson sold a wide range of materials.

Bertha Thompson on the
golf course at Beverley
Westwood, c.1905

Pat Deans collection

ERALS (DDX1282/43/44)

Men’s fashion
Edward VII was a huge influence on male
fashion trends. Most favoured slim fitting, dark
suits and shirts with tall stiff collars. Three-piece
lounge suits worn with a bowler hat or cloth cap
were popular. Shirts had starched upstanding
collars or were turned down over a tie. Younger
men had short hair and tidy moustaches while
the older men favoured beards.

ERYMS (2007.30)

The Industrial Revolution led to
cheaper mass-produced clothing
for the working classes. Artificial silk
produced from viscose was invented in
1905. Advances in photography meant
everyone could see the newest styles in
their local newspapers.

Using public transport - the North Eastern Railway
motor buses at White Cross near Leven, 1903

Hats were always worn outdoors by ‘respectable’ women
wishing to avoid reddening skin from the sun’s rays. Sailor
hats were worn for tennis, cycling and croquet. The Merry
Widow hat, popular from 1907-14, was decorated with
flowers, feathers and even stuffed birds. It was necessary to
secure these large creations to upswept hairstyles using long
hat pins.

Ref: 100 years of golf on the Westwood

Beverley’s Salvation Army Corps band on bicycles.

It was mainly middle and upper class women who needed
a style of dress suitable for morning, afternoon and evening
occasions plus outfits for particular sports and occupations,
while still looking respectable with long skirts and hats.

ERALS (DDX1544/1/13 (55))

ERYMS (0a6s)

England in the early 20th century was still a very
patriarchal society in which women’s main interests
were expected to be home and children. However,
the rising women’s movements and increasing job
opportunities with the advent of telephone and
typewriter meant that the ‘New Woman’ wanted
clothes suitable for office work and ease of using public
transport. The bustle and restrictive heavy clothing of
the Victorian era was phased out as women began to
favour tailored suits and high-necked blouses.

Advertisement for Arthur
Snow’s Gent.’s Outfitters
in Market Place, 1909.

Councillors walking to the Edward VII memorial service at the
Minster, 1910. Note the mayor, James Elwell, wearing a bowler hat,
contrary to the fashion of the day for such events!

Museums & Galleries: Beverley Guildhall, 2019
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Leisure
Leisure time was becoming important in the Edwardian era, not only to the upper classes but also to the working class
population who were becoming more discerning and demanding about their leisure time activities. For these people Sunday
became a day to visit museums and art galleries, to promenade in parks and listen to music at concerts that were starting to
be more affordable.

Race day at Beverley racecourse

Pat Deans collection

The upper class Edwardians particularly
enjoyed hunting and horse racing. These
were also popular spectator sports, with
large crowds turning out to watch the
hunt, and children being given days off
from school to attend the races.

Moving pictures were first shown in Beverley
at the Assembly rooms in 1897, and the rooms
briefly accommodated the Electric Cinema Picture
Palace in 1912. Pictures were shown in the Corn
Exchange early in 1911 and the Picture Playhouse
was opened there later that year. Edwardian
decorations of draped silks, carved Grecian heads
and muted lighting were typical of the time. From
the first the Playhouse was operated by Ernest
Symmons who was often seen around the town
filming local events.

On the upper floor of the library an exhibition
of paintings was put on for the opening of
the building in 1906. In 1908 the Corporation
purchased 220 views of Beverley and
neighbourhood, forming the basis of a new
art gallery proper, which was opened in 1910.
A museum of local antiquities and natural
history was created in 1908, but was not
opened in the library building until 1910.

The Assembly Rooms were
also used for larger events
such as balls.

Article in the Hull Daily Mail on 8
August 1906 when the library was
opened. Here Beverley is described as
‘progressive’.

Pat Deans collection

Watching the hunt pass through the town

In 1906 a public library, given by
J.E.Champney and designed by John Cash,
was built in Well Lane (later Champney Road)
on a site given by William Spencer. A lending
library was opened the following year with a
stock of 2500 books.

The Assembly Rooms

ERYMS (0a70)

ERALS (DDX1544/1/1 (33))

From Christopher Atkinson

When Beverley was disfranchised from the political scene in 1870 the external pressure on local politics was removed. As a result a rash of clubs and
societies started to appear, including the Photographic and Sketching Society (1893), the Choral Society (1896), the Debating Society (c.1900) and the
Rifle Club (1909). The Church Institute, formed in 1866, continued until 1905, and another new body, the Literary and Scientific Society, was formed
in 1904.

A fete in Woodmansey, 1909

Mrs Nolloth’s garden party at Tickton

ERYMS (009w)
ERALS (PO/1/14/248)

A leisurely stroll along Beverley
Beck (above) and relaxing on the
Westwood (below) were popular
leisure activities.

ERYMS (0bll)

ERYMS (0blk)

The Norwood Park recreation ground
was opened in 1909, providing facilities
for bowls, cricket and tennis.

ERALS (PO/1/14/193)
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Annual aquatic and athletic sports, promoted by the Beverley Mariners’
Society, had been held on the River Hull near the lock at Figham every August
from c.1887. By the early 1900s the events drew large crowds who were
entertained by musical selections from the Beverley United Band, and the
sports were reported as being “of an interesting and enjoyable nature, many of
the events being provocative of much fun”.

From Christopher Atkinson

ERYMS (00bo)

Snooker in the Grosvenor Club on Walkergate

An outing at Tickton

Fetes and garden parties were popular social gatherings.
Museums & Galleries: Beverley Guildhall, 2019
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The British Empire League was instrumental in promoting Empire Day as a patriotic
holiday. Each Empire Day, millions of school children from all walks of life across the
length and breadth of the British Empire would typically salute the Union flag and
sing patriotic songs.

After the death of Queen Victoria in
1901, her birthday, 24th May, was
celebrated as Empire Day from 1902,
although it was not officially recognised
as an annual event until 1916. The idea
of the day was that it would ‘remind
children that they formed part of the
Empire Day at the Racecourse, 1911
British Empire, and that they might
think with others in lands across the sea, what it meant to be sons and daughters of
such a glorious Empire.’

Empire Day

There were always big crowds for any military parade, such as this one passing through Market Place to the
Minster for the unveiling of the Soldier’s Memorial (Boer War) in March 1905.

Military events

Salvation Army band
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Pat Deans collection

Massive crowds and spectacle in Market Place at the
proclamation of George V as king in 1910.

Proclamation and Coronation

Declaration of the poll at Beverley Arms, 1906

Election declarations

Circus processions in Butcher Row and Wednesday Market, c.1900

The larger circuses would announce their arrival in town with a circus
parade. The parade was a natural advertisement for the circus and
would attrace huge crowds. By the turn of the century, Barnum and
Bailey’s circus was touring the country by railway and the circus
included a menagerie, a military band, 70 horses and a collection of
‘living human curiosities’

Circus Parades

Listening to a band in Saturday Market, 1905.

Following an unknown parade in Toll Gavel.

Bonfire on the Westwood
celebrating the relief of
Mafeking, 1901

ERALS (PH/4/6)

Crowds on Hengate waiting for Edward VII to pass on his
way to Tickton Grange in 1905.

ERYMS (0a4j)

The Salvation Army had an ubiquitous
presence with its bands playing favourite
marches on street corners. The organisation
was semi-military with members wearing
plain, but distinctive, uniforms, evidence of the
Edwardian enthusiasm for all things military.

ERYMS (0bcr)

Pat Deans collection
Pat Deans collection

Salvation Army
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Crowds outside St
Mary’s Church for
the declaration of the
election poll, probably
at the Beverley Arms,
1910

Opening of Lord Roberts Road in 1909

School children at the George V coronation
celebrations, 1911

The crowds turned out again the following year to
celebrate George V’s coronation, 1911

The Edwardians spent a surprising amount of their time in the open air, especially in places where they could see and be seen. They attended church parades and enjoyed military processions and
all forms of pageantry. Any such event in Beverley was attended by large crowds of people as can be seen in this collection of photographs.

Special events

Pat Deans collection

Pat Deans collection
Pat Deans collection
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Beverley’s Church Lads Brigade in 1915.

Church Lads Brigade

Boys Brigade parade, c.1910

The Boys’ Brigade was created in 1883 by William
Smith in Glasgow as an ancillary to his Sunday school
class. Membership spread quickly all over Britain and
by 1914 there were 60,000 members; a force primed
for patriotic celebration and enlistment. The Boys’
Brigade, like the Boy Scouts, vigorously promoted
‘manly christianity’.

Boys’ Brigade

And increasing militarisation

Museums & Galleries: Beverley Guildhall, 2019

Mrs Nolloth’s fete in Tickton. With the coming of war the
traditions of social etiquette vanished forever.

●● Edwardians never shook hands.
●● Women never removed their gloves in public
●● Men removed their hats in the presence of a
superior but not for a member of the lower
classes.
●● Edwardian hostesses carefully predetermined
every aspect of a dinner party from the menu
and seating arrangements to the topics of
conversation.
●● Servants were never thanked – this was
practicality as they did everything and thanks
would get tiresome.
●● Behaviour was schooled to avoid inappropriate
bursts of emotion, controlled politeness must
govern their every word and expression.
●● Women must be chaperoned.
●● Young women were introduced to society in their
mid to late teens.
●● The reason for marriage was often to do with
acquisition or preservation of land.
●● However, a female servant could not marry
without leaving service.

ERYMS (0blj)

Lord Wenlock, Chairman of the East Riding Council, addressing
the crowd at the opening of the Beverley Rifle Range on 25
October 1909. The rifle range was provided by Admiral Walker
to encourage shooting skills.

A Rifle Range, located beside the Baptist Chapel on Lord
Roberts Road, was presented to the town by Admiral
Walker in 1909. Several gentlemen of the town funded
free ammunition. Each night over 80 men practised their
shooting skills. The Rifle Range Platoon of 3rd Battalion of
the East Yorkshire Regiment were clothed, equipped and
armed and drilled every Wednesday.

East Riding Yeomanry parade passing through Toll Gavel, c.1910

The Second Boer War in South Africa, from 1899-1902,
had exposed the British Army’s lack of good quality
mounted troops both for home defence and service
abroad. The East Riding Yeomanry, a volunteer cavalry
unit, was therefore set up in 1902 by Lord Wenlock,
Chairman of the East Riding Council. It was popularly
known as ‘Wenlock’s Horse’.

East Riding Yeomanry

Outside the Victoria Barracks in 1909.

The 3rd (Reserve) Battalion of the East Yorkshire
Regiment was stationed at the Victoria Barracks off
Queensgate from 1877. The Barracks also housed the
East York Militia.

The NSL was founded in 1902, following the Boer War, with
the slogan ‘Defence, not defiance’. It called, not for military
conscription, but rather for ‘national service’ to ensure
Britain was ready to defend itself and repel invaders. Its aim
was to ensure every young man had ‘reasonable’ amounts
of training in drill and the use of weapons. The local branch
had 2945 members by the end of 1913.

The Rifle Range

East Yorkshire Regiment

Hull and East Riding National Service League

The Beverley Company of
the Church Lads Brigade
was formed by Neville
Hobson in 1908. From
its earliest years the
company excelled in rifle
drill, physical training
and signalling. Many of
its members went on to
fight in the War.

ERALS (DDX1525/1/10)

The end of Edwardian etiquette

ERYMS (HL2001.2b)

Although the Edwardians were not overtly militaristic there was a significant increase in the numbers of working class men who underwent military training in the Volunteer Force, leading to a
perception that military service was no longer just a ‘gentlemanly pursuit’. Militarism also pervaded society through other means; for example the Church encouraged maxims such as “war is not
murder, but sacrifice”, and the Church Lads Brigade adopted khaki uniform. In the aftermath of the Boer War such militarism was more a reluctant admission of shortcomings and national threats rather than a genuine
desire to warmonger.

The lavish ‘golden age’ of the Edwardians was brought to an end by the coming of war in 1914, when the old traditions and traditional manners became a thing of the past. Although British
society had been governed by these traditional rules for centuries the total social upheavals caused by global war and industrialisation wiped them away.

The end of an era
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