Conservation 50
Celebrating the 50th anniversary of Beverley’s Conservation Area designation
Most people would probably agree that Beverley is an extremely attractive and historically interesting town. But have you stopped to
think what makes the town so attractive? And how is the historical interest preserved? These are some of the factors considered in the
Conservation Area designation that was first introduced in Beverley 50 years ago.
When viewing this exhibition we would encourage you, not only to look at pretty pictures of the town you may know well, but also to
consider what they show that is characteristic of the particular area and of Beverley as a whole. In the final two panels we look at recent
changes to the townscape and examples of good and bad features.

What is a Conservation Area?

Definition of Beverley’s special interest

The Town and Country Planning Act 1990 defines a Conservation
Area as “an area of special architectural or historic interest the
character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or
enhance”.

“Beverley has an architectural and historic interest that puts it amongst the most
impressive British towns of similar size.

Conservation Areas were originally introduced under the Civic
Amenities Act 1967, and Beverley was one of the first towns
to establish a Conservation Area with the core of the town
designated in 1968 and the process completed with an enlarged
area in 1969.
It is important to note that the purpose behind Conservation
Area designation is not to prevent change, but rather to ensure
that any change that does occur is carefully managed.

It still retains its historic integrity based on its medieval roots and has fine architectural
examples from Georgian, Victorian and earlier periods.
Its high points are the Minster and St. Mary’s Church which are linked by market places
and streets lined with shops and other commercial properties, from humble brick and
pantile to more elaborate and self-confident compositions of the late 19th and early
20th century.
Beverley is very much a working town which has retained its Victorian station, its rail
links and its local authority responsibilities.
The last 50 years has seen the loss of several significant local industries,
but their legacy of buildings can still be found, not least in the south east of
the Conservation Area.” [From: ‘Beverley - An Introduction’, the first of the
Conservation Area Appraisal documents.]

Beverley’s Conservation Area(s)
Only the historic core of the town is covered by the designated area as
shown by the outline in the map below. Within this area there are nine
sub-regions, each of which has distinctive characteristics that separate it
from the other areas. The key features of each sub-region are considered
separately in the rest of this exhibition.

Conservation Area Appraisals
This exhibition represents a highly synthesised summary of a series of
Conservation Area Appraisals produced in 2013. These are interesting
documents, packed full of information about the town’s history, landscape,
important buildings, areas of concern and recommendations. The appraisals
are worthy of further examination, and are available either for you to look
at here or can be downloaded online from the East Riding of Yorkshire
Council website.

What will I learn from the exhibition?
You will be able to identify some key features that are typical of this town.
For example, you will see the difference between the medieval streets,
such as Eastgate and Lairgate which retain
their original sinuous nature, and the
straighter modern streets such as those in
the Guildhall area, that were laid out in the
19th and 20th centuries.
There are also obvious characteristics of
Beverley that you may not have thought
about. Have you considered, for example,
that the back-of-the-pavement buildings,
with their eaves along the line of the street,
are very typical of this town?
We would like to encourage you to take the
information absorbed from this exhibition
and look round the town with new eyes.

Museums & Galleries: Beverley Guildhall, 2018

Grosvenor Place Conservation Area
In addition to the Conservation
Area from the 1960s covering
the main town there is a
further small designated area
covering Grosvenor Place
to the south west that was
designated in 1994. This is
shown in the adjacent map
and is considered separately at
the end of the exhibition.

Area 1:
North Bar Without
The special interest of North Bar Without
“North Bar Without is probably the most self-contained of the nine
areas that make up Beverley‘s Conservation Area and yet it is an
essential element in defining the latter’s character and appearance.

in brick finish, its specialness is partly found in the breadth of its
roadway which, except at its southern end, is graced with mature
trees and green verges.

Physically separated from the town centre by the 600 year old
North Bar, its frontage houses are almost entirely from the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, many of them exuding an
air of gentility putting them on a par with those found in many spa
towns. With the variety of its buildings, often painted rather than

Its buildings, too, fall into two groups, the grander three storeys
yielding to still elegant, yet humbler houses and cottages as one
approaches North Bar.
It provides a classic approach to an English Historic Town Centre.”

The southern end of the street is lined with 18th
century town houses on both sides. These are
smaller than the houses to the north, and generally
define the edge of the street, either with a simple
pavement (east side) or a strip of cobbles in front
(west side) that acts as a parking strip. Although
most of the area is residential there are some retail
outlets with traditional shopfronts at the southern
end, all on the eastern side.

Looking back down the street towards
the town, North Bar and the adjacent Bar
House are a prominent focal point from
some distance. The space in front of the Bar
is narrower and acts as a pinch-point.

This has been a high status suburb since the
early 18th century, and the quality of buildings is
therefore high. Many buildings are three-storeys,
either with dormered attics or a full three storeys
such as these of Stephenson Terrace.

New Walk, which was laid out in 1785, is even
wider than North Bar Without, with informal tree
planting. Here the houses are tall, imposing brick
residences, some with ornate and heavy detailing.
On the east side the buildings are partly hidden
behind well-established gardens.

The Sessions House, built in 1811, was
designed by Charles Watson in the Greek
style. With its portico, limestone dressings
and white brick it provides an impressive
building in this largely residential suburb.
It has now been converted into a Spa but
the adjacent police station is still in use.
The Victorian cast iron urinal in front of the
Sessions House is one of Beverley’s 467
listed structures.

Many of the buildings are from a standard
Georgian pattern-book, with regular sash
windows and panelled doors with fanlight
such as this at No. 62 which was built in
1732.
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To the north the street widens gradually, and from No. 44
the two sides are separated by planted or grassed islands.
Mature trees also characterise this part of the street.
Views up and down the street are pleasing because of the
quality of the buildings as well as the subtle curve and
relationship with the trees and grassed areas. The buildings
are generally larger
and later in date,
and include some
late Victorian halftimbered buildings
remodelled by
local wood carver
James Elwell.

On the south side
of New Walk are
several narrow
lanes and tree-lined
streets, such as
Norfolk Street, with
views towards the
Hurn.

York Road, although of a good size, is narrower in comparison
with North Bar Without. The buildings are more domestic in
scale, all with front gardens, but feel spacious because they
overlook the common land. A visual pinch-point is created by
No 4 (known locally as the Neatherd’s Cottage), which frames
the view into the town towards the half-timbered fronts of
Nos 6 and 8 North Bar Without.

And on its northern side it retains significant rural
elements that are amazingly close to the town centre.”

It is tightly developed, but its green elements successfully
dilute what would otherwise be a very hard landscape.

Its character is very different from Beverley’s other major
historic suburb, North Bar Without, and successfully
straddles the transition from town centre to countryside
(Westwood Common) whilst still providing a distinct
delineation emphasised by Newbegin Gate Lodge.

The terraced houses on
Newbegin stand close to
the road, those on the
south side of the road
having no pavement.
Newbegin House (left
of the picture above)
is a late 17th century
building.

Woodlands has varied Victorian houses
with small gardens and bay windows.
The street is attractively tree-lined.
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No. 31 Newbegin, known as Newbegin Bar House, was
built by William Wrightson in 1744-5 and was originally
a church property. Its adjacent brick garden wall is listed
and is one of several that form a key feature of the area.

Newbegin is the only Georgian
streetscape in the Westwood area.

Much of the rest of the southern
area consists of relatively plain
terraces such as Albert Terrace.

Many of the streets are cul-desacs that terminate at or near
Westwood, such as St Giles
Croft, which is one-sided with
elaborate detailing.

In the northern area the streets are often narrower with
modern interventions that are well blended with earlier
buildings such as the mews-type conversions and new
builds in Vicar Lane (above left) and the mix of old and
new terraced buildings in Pasture Terrace (above right).

Most of the terraces
are primarily red brick
with slate roofs, but
Willow Grove is unusual
in having buff or white
brickwork. These were
built by Marmaduke
and James Whitton
in a conservative late
Georgian style. The rural elements of the Westwood area are best seen here,
where Willow Grove meets Westwood.

In the lower centre of this aerial view is Westwood Hall, built for Richard Hodgson in the mid
19th century originally with a park around it, but most other houses on Westwood Road are
in terraced form and date from the late 18th century to the Edwardian era. To the north is
Woodlands leading to the site of the former hospital, formerly the Union Workhouse built in
1860 in Tudor style, the main building of which is still visible in the centre left of the picture.
Closer to the town centre the terraces are smaller and closer together, mostly dating from the
mid to late 19th century. The whole area is densely developed, in contrast to North Bar Without.

Westwood Road consists of long
terraces, with groups of similar
forms in twos, fours or longer.
Houses on the south side are
early 19th century, relatively
plain without front gardens.
Those on the north side are later,
taller and larger with gardens and
varied roof forms. Newbegin Bar
House forms a focal point stop at
the east end.

Three main character areas are identified in the Westwood Area: Newbegin; Wood Lane and Westwood Road/Woodlands to the south; Pasture
Terrace and the remaining area.

Although the area has medieval, 17th century & Georgian
elements, particularly in Newbegin, Westwood is mainly
Victorian.

It is heavily residential and has the least number of
commercial properties of any of the nine sub-areas of the
Conservation Area.

“This residential area is perhaps the most successfully
insulated from the day-to-day bustle of the town, yet it is
still harmed by cars and their parking requirements.

The special interest of Westwood

Area 2: Westwood

Foremost among these is St Mary’s Church, one of
England’s premier Parish Churches, and standing in North
Bar Within one can see four Grade I listed buildings, the
Bar itself, the Church, the Market Cross (which closes the
southern view) and the Minster.”

interesting buildings of earlier and later ages, nearly all
of which contribute positively to the area’s character and
appearance.
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Also in North Bar Within is one of
the town’s earliest surviving secular
buildings, the timber-framed St Mary’s
Court on the corner of Tiger Lane,
which may have been representative of
the earlier medieval street.

The north-west side of North Bar Within has
a strongly defined hard edge with buildings at
the edge of the pavement. The buildings are
generally terraced blocks of three storeys and
have a vertical emphasis. Eaves are mainly
parallel to the street so the occasional gable,
mostly on 19th century buildings, forms a visual
contrast (right).

The brick-built North Bar was the earliest of the
fortified gates of the town, originally constructed
some time in the 12th century. The present structure
was built in 1409 and had a portcullis. The northern
end of the street has a strong sense of enclosure
formed by the return of the street frontages to meet
the Bar.

The grade 1 listed limestone church of St Mary,
with its early origins in the second quarter of the
12th century, is one of Yorkshire’s finest parish
churches. Its location and orientation present a
strong visual element to all aspects of North Bar
Within and Hengate and Ladygate (below right).

There are two main character areas: the historic part that includes North Bar Within and the narrower streets of Hengate and Ladygate, and the
modern north east corner that is designed for the car rather than the pedestrian.

Though predominantly Georgian in style, it is dotted with

“That there is such a high proportion of listed buildings
in this area confirms its important contribution to the
Beverley Conservation Area. Although the North Bar itself
forms the gate to the town centre and with a fair number
of shops, it is a transitional area between the town’s
central core and its suburbs. The North Bar is the iconic
building at which these two areas meet.

The special interest of North Bar Within

Area 3:
North Bar Within

Hengate (above) and Ladygate (left)
are much narrower than North Bar
Within, but here too the character is
predominantly Georgian, with a strong
sense of enclosure from the buildings
that closely line the streets. The
regularity of doorways gives the street
form and function, and chimney stacks
punctuate the skyline.

The green spaces of the grounds of St Mary’s
Manor and St Mary’s Church produce a much
softer aspect to the south side of the street.

A classic view is
presented at the
south end of North
Bar Within looking
into Saturday
Market with the
Minster towers in
the distance.

The grounds of St Mary’s Manor have
largely been sacrificed to recent residential
development.

By contrast the north-east corner of the area
is modern and dominated by the new health
centre and the needs of the car.

This area includes the whole of North Bar Within, with narrow lanes leading off to the west, and is
bounded by Wylies Road to the north, Manor Road to the east and the property boundaries along
Hengate to the south. St Mary’s Church is at the heart of the area.

Area 4: Norwood
The special interest of Norwood
“Norwood House is the jewel in the crown of
this area, which is on the edge of Beverley’s
historic core.

There are several other listed buildings, most of which are unpretentious cottages or
town houses from the 18th and 19th centuries.

Sited beside the broad thoroughfare from the
east, its location ensures that it acts as a potent
introduction to the historic character of the
town.

Beverley High School takes up the major proportion of the north side of the street and so
makes a sizeable contribution to the character and appearance of this area.
Some historic commercial buildings provide vernacular contrast to the grander
buildings.”

This area is essentially comprised of two main roads: the medieval Norwood and the new Manor Road/New Walkergate inner relief road.

The grand 18th century Norwood House dominates the Norwood
Area. Built in 1765 for Jonathan Midgley, local attorney and three
times mayor, this town house has great presence, with its wide
pediment offering contrast to the hipped roofs of its flanking
wings.

Beverley High School for Girls constitutes a
significant frontage within this area. The East Riding
County Council bought Norwood House in 1907 and
established the High School in a new school building
adjacent. Norwood House ceased to be part of the
school in 2000. The north side of the street has no
side streets, only frontages and lots of car parking.
The school site itself is now screened, leaving no
views of the former parkland seen on the 1892 map.

The 1892 Ordnance Survey map
shows the Georgian Assembly
Rooms and the large park
behind Norwood House with
fish pond (and flagstaff). These
are now the grounds of Beverley
High School.

St Mary’s School for Girls was built on the north side of
Norwood in 1875. This late Gothic style building, designed by
J.B. and W.Atkinson of York, was supported by income from the
Tymperon’s Charity.
These buildings are
of a different scale to
the later buildings of
Beverley High School
behind (right).

The character of the Norwood area is compromised by
the closeness of the inner relief road (New Walkergate)
and the new development on the north corner where
Regal Court has replaced the Regal cinema, which in turn
replaced the original Assembly Rooms.

The south side of Norwood has two streets:
Norwood Dale, which originally led to the cattle
market, and Corporation Road. The side of the
supermarket takes up much of the frontage (red
building in the distance in this picture).
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A number of changes have been made in this
area to ease traffic congestion, which has resulted
in the loss of historic buildings. A row of listed
buildings has been ‘marooned’ on the east side of
New Walkergate.

The demolition on Walkergate also changed the
view from Norwood towards the town centre.
Although St Mary’s Church tower can still be seen
the view is damaged by the volume of traffic and
the street signage. The bow-fronted window of
No. 14 has been retained on this mid 18th century
building (currently a music shop).

The sweeping
steep pitch
of the early
roof structure
is highly
distinctive at
55-56 Saturday
Market.

Like Ladygate, Lairgate is narrow and
sinuous with different views opening
up along its length. Each side is
well-defined: the east side is largely
defined by rear elevations or walls
around yards; the west side has more
varied scales of buildings, mostly set
at the back of the pavement with
eaves-on to the street.

The inner relief road of New Walkergate
has been well concealed by walling
around car parks that have been wellintegrated into the area. This area,
particularly around the bus station, is
heavily trafficked.

In contrast to the spaciousness of Saturday
Market, Ladygate is a much more intimate
space that opens into the market place at its
southern end. This street, like Lairgate, has
more of a mixture of residential, pubs, small
offices and secondary shops. At its north end
there is a good view of St Mary’s Church (see
North Bar Within).

Looking to the north in Saturday Market, the dominant central feature of the Market Cross and
the tower of St Mary’s Church are visible over the rooftops. The buildings on the west side of the
market place are more prestigious than those on the east with varied architectural styles. The row
of shops along Butter Dings (right in the picture above) retain their historic character, with steeply
pitched roofs and small-paned traditional shop fronts despite later alterations. Cars are very
intrusive in both market places but the space in Saturday Market accommodates the car better
than the smaller Wednesday Market.

Of particular note on Toll Gavel
is the early 18th century Ann
Routh’s house which stands out
with its broken forward centre
bay and elegant tall sashes.

A break in the street frontage on Toll Gavel
leads through to the Methodist Church, with
the gate piers providing emphasis.

The pedestrianisation of Toll Gavel works
well. Where Toll Gavel joins Butcher Row the
street narrows, and the junction of Toll Gavel
with Walkergate into Butcher Row is like the
confluence of two rivers (below).

In all four it provides a quality of experience which
raises it above most of its regional rivals and retains its
individuality, thanks to its examples of well-designed shop
fronts and thoughtful public realm, making it popular
with visitors wanting to experience a mostly intact English
historic town centre.”

Market, which are linked by the curves of Toll Gavel and
Butcher Row.
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Looking south down Highgate the views of the Minster
are characteristic of this area. The early structure of
some of the buildings can be seen in the steeply pitched
roof of Nos 21 and 23 (left of the picture)

Wednesday Market has a more intimate form than the
larger Saturday Market, although this is spoilt by the
constant stream of traffic between Railway Street and
Lord Roberts Road. The funnel shape into Butcher Row
can be clearly seen here.

With the variety of its buildings, often painted rather
than in brick finish, and well-secured in its Georgian
heritage, its specialness is to be found in the contrast of
its shopping spaces, whether it is the spaciousness of
Saturday Market or the greater intimacy of Wednesday

“The Markets area represents the spine of the Beverley
Conservation Area and is an essential element in defining
its character and appearance.

The special interest of the Markets area

Area 5: Markets

It also has some fine examples of Pre-Victorian Greek
Revival style.”

It seems to move at a different beat from the commercial
heart of the town with services being accessed at varying
locations.

plot sizes and more space around its buildings allowing for
more trees and green spaces than elsewhere in the core of
the town.

The 21st century Magistrates Court
contrasts strongly with the Baptist Chapel,
which was built 100 years earlier.
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In the relatively small Guildhall area the street layout is
more formal than the sinuous curves seen elsewhere in
Beverley, and the buildings are of a different scale. This
is the seat of local government so the buildings have a
different character and function.

At the bottom end of Cross Street the twostorey buildings on the east side contrast
with the tall red-brick buildings of County
Hall. At the far end of the street the Baptist
Chapel provides a focal view point stop.

At its southern end Lairgate is much wider
than further north and the Grade 1 listed
Lairgate Hall retains many of the fine
mature trees from its original parkland.
The green in front of the former St John
Chapel of Ease (now the Memorial Hall) is
also a remnant of the park.

In Register Square the buildings are
connected, but taller than average. The
Grade 1 listed Guildhall presents a strong
focal view point stop at the far end.

The pedestrianised Landress Lane
and Well Lane contrast with the
scale of the other streets. Landress
Lane is narrow and well-defined,
with an attractive form created by
the gentle curve of the two-storey
terrace on its south side.

Lairgate has mixed use and the
subtle curves are a more normal
Beverley street form. Looking up
Lairgate the former Sunday School
on the corner of Landress Lane
provides a strong corner feature.

The formal steet layout of the Guildhall area has right angles and long vistas. The pleasantly
tree-lined Champney Road is a main through-route built in the 20th century, so is wider and
more spacious than other Beverley streets. Purpose-built late 20th and 21st century buildings
provide a strikingly modern contrast to the mainly 18th and 19th century buildings. There is
much pedestrian and vehicle through-traffic, but the buildings are strong in character and
form, which reduces the dominance of the vehicles.

The new Magistrates Court provides a focal view
point at the end of Lord Roberts Road. The townscape
here is less successful because the buildings are of
smaller scale so the traffic on this very busy through
route is more dominant than along the equally busy
Champney Road.

Red brick predominates in this area, but there
is also stone and some buff brick for visual
contrast as seen on the 19th century buildings of
County Hall. At the bottom end of Cross Street
the 1830s buildings have a pared-down Greek
style.

Two main character areas are identified in the Guildhall Area: the historic street of Lairgate, with Landress Lane, and the remaining area which is
mainly taken up with public buildings.

With the exception of its fringe areas, Guildhall has larger

Its architecture is grander, and less typical of the East
Riding vernacular. It uses more expensive materials –
more stone dressings, and has consciously used the
fashionable styles of the eras when these buildings were
erected.

“This civic area elevates Beverley above other historic
market towns.

The special interest of the Guildhall area

Area 6: Guildhall

Area 7: Railway
The special interest of the Railway area
“The Railway area takes in the part of Beverley which links the town
centre to the Railway Station.
It lies on its eastern side and is predominantly 19th century, as it
obviously became a focus for development in association with the
arrival of the railway in the town in 1846.
The station building with its bridge, signal-box and railway cottage
together form a valuable mid Victorian railway group and it is

believed that the stretch of Railway Street linking the Station with
New Walkergate was possibly the first example of 19th century
urban planning in the town.
It therefore has a positive contribution to make to the special
character and appearance of the town in general, which is
summarised in the opening page of the Introduction document.”

Four main character areas have been identified in the Railway Area: the medieval Eastgate; Trinity Lane, Railway Street and Wilbert Grove, all of which were laid out
at the time of the railway; the railway and its environs; the new housing areas, which includes the 1980s development on Eastgate and the more recent Platform 17
development to the east of the station building.
Although Trinity Lane is
an ancient route it was
not well-defined until the
coming of the railway in
the 19th century. This is a
tight and enclosed, smallscale residential street of
narrow-fronted terraced
houses that opens out
to the contrasting space
of the station area at its
east end. The much wider
and taller gable of the
Masonic Lodge (a former
chapel) provides a strong
contrast.

Eastgate has the normal sinuous form of the
medieval streets, although much of it has been
rebuilt since the 18th century. It is characterised
by views of the Minster at its southern end.

Railway Street was developed from the 1850s as a
break-through to the station, which serves as a focal
view point stop at the far end. The street is imposing
and very urban in its planned and rhythmic form as a
long Victorian terrace of three storeys.

Inside the new development off Eastgate walkways and
cul-de-sacs are arranged to form enclosed routes with
parking to the rear. This 1980s development is generally
well thought of, being well modelled, and of appropriate
scale, and repairing the townscape that had been blighted
by the Armstrong factory.

In contrast to Railway Street, Wilbert Grove has a
more suburban feel. Here the terraces are mostly
of two storeys with small walled front gardens.
Parked cars are a dominant feature on this
narrow street.

The station (designed by G.T. Andrews, close friend of the
‘railway king’ George Hudson), with the bridge, signal
box and crossing keeper’s cottage, make a good midVictorian railway group.

The new Platform 17 development to the east of the
railway was designed to enhance the setting of the listed
railway station. It therefore adopted a neo-Georgian,
classically based, town house style in terraced form, with
a three-storey end-stop giving the development visual
weight in an otherwise very open streetscape.
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The station is separated from the builtup area by a landscaped area with a
small clock tower and low maintenance
planting. The area in front of the station
itself is used for car parking.

The Railway Area is of high archaeological
significance because the site of the Knights’
Hospitallers’ Preceptory Scheduled Ancient
Monument (SAM) lies beneath the station
and the edge of the Dominican Friary SAM on
Eastgate is also in this area.

Area 8: Minster
The special interest of the Minster area
“The Minster Area includes the most prestigious building in the
town, the Minster. A church of pilgrimage, it was never the church
of the town – this undoubtedly being St. Mary’s in North Bar
Within.

Later twentieth century buildings have small front gardens whereas
earlier properties have their open areas (where they exist) hidden
to the rear.

Much of the surrounding area has evolved because of its closeness
to the Minster and it remains to this day almost exclusively
residential.

Conversely the open areas around the Minster are invaluable in
providing middle distance views of the church – views that are
otherwise constrained because of the medieval layout of many of
the surrounding streets.

Most of its properties are tightly knit and at back of pavement.
They are predominantly of two storeys and in brick.

Historic floor surfaces and lamp standards add to the quality and
authenticity of the area.”

The three main character areas identified in the Minster Area are: the Minster and surroundings; the medieval streets that lead to and from the Minster; Hall Garth and
the development south of Minster Yard.

Beverley Minster is the centrepiece of the area, rising above the surrounding houses
and readily visible from far away. It is of national and international importance and
is, arguably, the reason for the town’s existence. The open green space of Hall Garth
contrasts with the other three sides. This was originally the site of the Archbishop’s
Palace and is now a Scheduled Ancient Monument.

Highgate is slightly narrower and
straighter than the nearby Eastgate, with
a long view of the Minster and its north
door neatly framed at the far end. This
was the site of the medieval Londoners’
Market.

New housing south of the Minster in
the Lurk Lane development is all of
much later date than the surrounding
streets. Here the presence of the green
space of Hall Garth reduces the feeling
of oppressiveness that may have been
caused by such a large block.

The medieval former Dominican Friary is one
of only 10 friaries remaining in England and is
one of the most complete. Although currently
run as a Youth Hostel it is now a Scheduled
Ancient Monument.

Important post-medieval buildings include
the Old Vicarage on the corner of Eastgate
(right), and the current parish hall,
originally designed by Smith and Brodrick
as the Minster Girls School (above).
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Surrounding the Minster on the north,
east and west sides are relatively small
Georgian terraced houses which enhance
the impact of the church. The red brick
of the terraces also contrasts with the
stone of the Minster. The ancient streets
of Minster Moorgate and Keldgate are
long and straight with a curve at the
east end towards Minster Yard. The long
runs of terraces in Minster Moorgate are
primarily 18th and 19th century.

Like Highgate, Eastgate and
Minster Moorgate, Keldgate
is medieval in origin. The
sinuous form of this street
follows an old watercourse
that has been culverted.
Many of the tightly packed
houses and tiny yards were
cleared in the 20th century
and replaced with new
terraces, some of which
are set back from the road
frontage, which alters the
traditional narrow feeling of
the street.
Of particular note in Keldgate is the 18th
century Ann Routh’s hospital, one of several
almshouses located in this area.

Some of the town’s few surviving early buildings are located in the
Minster area, including No. 15 Flemingate (above right) next to the Lord
Nelson, and the medieval brick gateway from the Friary which has been
re-sited on Eastgate adjacent to the Old Vicarage (above left).

Area 9:
Flemingate & Beckside
The special interest of Flemingate & Beckside
“The Flemingate & Beckside area represents the town’s historic
industrial area. It is therefore in contrast with the great majority
of the town’s historic core which was based on the importance of
its Minster, its desirability as a place to live and the retail aspects
created by the relative affluence of its residents.
Its origins were as a place of work, with housing for its workers,
hence the meagre residential curtilages and the humble character of
many of its buildings.

Materials are basic and generally unpretentious making those few
properties that rise above this, particularly noticeable.
It is the only part of the town with a significant area of water.
The new development at the east end of the area and the greater
appreciation of the value of the Canal Head itself have led to
worthwhile enhancements without jeopardising its character.”

This linear area developed because of the importance of the beck, which was a key element in Beverley’s early wool trade. The beck may also have been the means by
which the stone for building the Minster reached the town. The area developed early as an industrial suburb of the town. However, the loss of a major tannery in the
1960s and the commercial use of the beck by the 1990s has allowed the area to become predominantly residential.
The two main character areas, the streets of
Flemingate and Beckside, are similar in that
both have buildings along the street frontage.
However, Flemingate is slightly dour in
character, whereas the presence of water in the
Beckside area adds more life, light and interest.

Flemingate is an important medieval street connecting
the Minster with the markets at the head of the beck.
It is a sinuous street so the views change along its
length, but there is an important view of the Minster
at the west end. Some of the early brick buildings on
Flemingate are steeply gabled and Flemish in style.

The only waterside setting in the town is around the head
of the canalised beck. Here there are a few interesting
19th century houses with a nautical character, including
one pair with ‘port-hole’ windows (below right).
There are only two informal lanes leading
from the south side of Flemingate. The
almost rural character of these, such as
Spark Mill Lane (below), contrasts with
the very urban nature of the two-storey
buildings lying close to the back of the
pavement along Flemingate (above).

At Potter Hill there is a transition between the two main
spaces as the view opens out to the beck and the water
frontage. The Foresters Arms represents an important
focal point building.

New residential development, replacing derelict warehouses
along the beck, has been in a traditional style with retention
of some industrial character and elements.

Between the original designation in the 1960s and the later amended version there were substantial
changes in the Flemingate and Beckside area with the development of the residential areas around
the beck that were considered to contribute positively and were added to the designated area. Since
the amended version there have been further changes with the redevelopment of the tannery/Army
Transport Museum site which may result in future changes to the designation.

Museums & Galleries: Beverley Guildhall, 2018

Grosvenor Place
The special interest of Grosvenor Place
“Grosvenor Place’s special character stems from its mix of historic
buildings in such a compact area.
The most important element is the tunnel effect created in Grosvenor
Place which culminates at its southern end in a green area.

This character is created by two-storey buildings located
immediately at the back edge of the lane, whilst the gardens at
the end of the lane provide the greenery.”

Although map evidence suggests that Grosvenor Place and Cartwright Lane were built primarily in the 1850s - 1880s, there is archaeological interest in the parcel of land
bounded by Westwood, Cartwright Lane and Sloe Lane. In this area excavations revealed a cemetery and foundations presumed to be those of the Franciscan Friary that
re-located here from St Giles Croft. The Friary was dissolved in 1539.
There is a key view from Westwood
towards Cartwright Lane and
Grosvenor Place, with the white
elevation and black shutters of
Grosvenor House, the modern
gatehouse, and the white painted
facade, originally of the Royal Oak,
but now a private dwelling.

The second character area is Grosvenor
Place itself. In this view looking south
towards the former dairy at the far end
it is clear that the street is very narrow
with a strong feeling of enclosure from the
absence of a footpath. At the far end there
is a distinct change from hard landscaping
to greenery.

There are distinct elements to the
compact row along Cartwright
Lane, their small-scale individuality
contributing to the feeling that is
typically ‘Beverley’ as one enters the
town from this direction.

The buildings have a sense of informality
and individuality despite their apparent
coherence. At the northern end, looking
towards Cartwright Lane, Nos 2 and 6 are
the only buildings on the west side that
retain the original line at the edge of the
road, so are responsible for maintaining
the spatial quality on this side.

Listed buildings in Beverley
There are many important buildings in Beverley but instead of protecting the individual important features, a conservation area seeks to preserve an area’s whole
character. This character can be made up of buildings, spaces between buildings, views, paving materials, trees and boundary features. The objective of defining a
conservation area is to provide for the preservation and enhancement of the special interest of the place. The intention is not to stifle change, but to provide for the
positive management of these unique areas.

In Beverley there are
467 listed buildings,
with the majority
(420) being grade 2.

However, ‘buildings’ is a
broad term as can be seen
from this second graph. In
Beverley ‘houses’ account
for nearly 65% of the listings.
The ‘other’ category is very
wide, including, for example,
a pillar box, signal box and a
mounting block. Lamp posts
and sections of wall, with
gates and piers in some cases,
account for a surprising 15%
of the listings.
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Six streets account for nearly
42% of the listings. Five of these
streets clearly form the central
core of the town, whereas
Keldgate is more peripheral.

Looking at each of the subregions in the Conservation Area
it is clear that the dominant area
is ‘Markets’, which includes most
of the historic core of the town.
An additionl sub-division has
been added here, ‘Outside
Conservation Areas’ to embrace
the 28 listings which do not fall
into any of the 9 recognised
conservation areas.

Morley’s Yard at Old Walkergate,
early 1970s (above) and 2008 (below)

Potter Hill, 2006 (above)
and 2014 (below)
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Spencer Street towards Old Walkergate, early
1970s (above) and 2018 (below).
Here the increasing dominance of the needs
of the car can also be seen.

Corner of Swaby’s Yard and Old Walkergate,
early 1970s (above) and 2018 (below)

Ladygate Maltings, early 1970s (above)
and 2018 (below)

Old Walkergate at Sow Hill, 2008
(above) and 2018 (below)

Over the past 50 years a number of factors have combined to change Beverley into the town we see today.
Key factors include the loss of much of the town’s industry and the increasing desirability of Beverley as a
place to live. Consequently the decayed and derelict areas are being cleared, tidied and rebuilt, with every
available space being neatened and used to create new, desirable housing. On this panel we look at how
parts of the town have changed as a result.

Tidying the Town

Chantry Lane, early 1980s (above)
and 2018 (below).
This wall originally surrounded the Friary
precinct and is one of the many listed walls in
Beverley. It was therefore retained when the
new Flemingate development was built.

Kitchen Lane, 1980s (above)
and 2018 (below)

Champney Road, 1992 (above)
and 2018 (below)

The Beck, late 1990s (above)
and 2018 (below)

This 1960s building on Keldgate, set
back from the normal building line
along the street, is ugly and out-ofkeeping.
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The slight incline at Potter Hill makes this gable
end quite prominent when looking west. The
adjacent open space is poorly finished and used
for parking, which presents an unsatisfactory
gap in the townscape. On the opposite side
of the street there is a change in level with
unattractive and inappropriate railings. Here
also, bins are stored by the pavement and the
satellite dishes and wirescape are intrusive.

Many traditional buildings have been lost in the rush for
new-builds. The jettied building on Flemingate (above
left), possibly a survivor from the medieval Minster
precinct, was taken down in the early 1900s, while the
one on Highgate (above right) was taken down in 1956
before the Conservation designation. The Highgate
building had a three-light 15th century first floor window.

Sylvester Lane is an
unwelcoming short cut
between Ladygate and
the bus station. The
boarded-up shops which
line it, and its overall
dinginess, contribute to
its lack of use.

Hengate remains largely residential
despite the heavy traffic that clogs
this attractive urban space. However,
at the east end a rendered brick wall,
presumably left after the road was
widened, presents a dismal view.

The Beverley Arms has some good late
18th century details but had a further
three bays added, including a poorlyproportioned carriage arch, as well as
a distinctive focal point arched window
and balcony over the entrance portico.

Good retention of Yorkshire
sliding sash windows, often
preserved as dormer windows.

In the 20th century significant
areas of new housing have been
shoe-horned into some gaps in
19th century development. One of
the more disappointing of these is
Woodlands Drive which, with its
artificial curve, its layout of houses
and gardens and its wide entry,
represents an incongruous addition
to the Westwood Area.

Of the new buildings, there are
some examples that make a positive
contribution to the townscape,
such as Burbage House on Eastgate
which, although contemporary, is
sympathetic to its setting.

In Highgate, the Highgate Court
flats present a jarring contrast with
the traditional proportions of the
neighbouring buildings and look
uncomfortable in their setting.

Although this panel really needs no introduction, here we highlight a few of the features observed around the town which
may represent either good or bad practice, or which produce a result that should be unacceptable in a Conservation Area.

On the east side of Lairgate there is
visual intrusion as a result of open
yards with waste containers on full
view.

Recent residential developments on
the site that used to belong to the
Westwood Hospital are now complete
and are broadly successful, albeit
rather ‘over-dormered’.

Good renovations: Old Fire
Station on Albert Terrace.

Good renovations: Old
warehouse on Vicar Lane

The landscape around
the station has also been
substantially altered by
the incongruous modern
structure of the new
East Riding College just
outside the Railway Area.

Station Square is
separated from its
feeder streets and
markedly different
in character. It
is bisected by a
busy road and
is crossed by
large numbers
of pedestrians. All this traffic is in motion, proceeding
somewhere, and the square itself feels surprisingly
empty. The result is a flat amorphous space, wide open
and lacking in structure. In 2013 it was recommended
that the station’s surroundings be reassessed “to
provide a stronger three-dimensional presence”.

New housing on
Trinity Lane blends
in well.

(Left and above) In the Westwood Area there have been
several sensitive and worthwhile conversions of buildings
such as stables, outbuildings and a fire station, and these
are valuable in preserving the form, character and place of
old buildings in this area.

Good renovations: Crown Mews, Good renovations: Old
Hengate, originally a brush works. Carriage House on Newbegin.

The good, the bad and the downright ugly!

